
 As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land

FIRST READING    Joshua 24:1-2, 15-18
We will serve the Lord God, because he is our God.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.

	Gustate e vedete com’e’ buono il Signore.  



SECOND READING     Ephesians 5:21-32
This is the great mystery, it applies to Christ and the Church.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, Alleluia! 
Your words, Lord, are spirit and life: you have the words of everlasting life.  Alleluia!
 
	Alleluia Alleluia,
Le tue parole, Signore, sono spirito e vita; tu hai parole di vita eterna.  Alleluia.


GOSPEL  John 6:60-69
Lord , whom shall we go to?  You have the words of everlasting life.
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
1st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$720.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$269.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$249.00
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS

LECTORS - THIS WEEK   23/08/2015
SPECIAL MINISTERS

6.00pm (SAT) –  N Ziino & D Pullicino
S Dakin & T Nguyen
9.00am (SUN) –  T Forte & R DiGuglielmo 
P Pascuzzi, G Tempone & C Alberti
10.30am (SUN) – L & L De Marco 
C McMahon, P Nguyen, V De Leo
                                                                                                E Bartlett & M izzi
LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  30/08/2015
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
6.00pm (SAT)  B Nadenbousch & Sr T Fitzsimmons
N Ziino & E Krygger
9.00am (SUN) –  S LoBartolo & A DiRico
P Sparano, R Pino & L Cavedon
10.30am (SUN) – T Nguyen & V De Leo                             T Nguyen, S Rottura, D Herbert, 
                                                                                                S Dakin & J Mengolian
MONEY COUNTERS       24/08/2015             E Claridge, F Carabott & G Canavan
                                               31/08/2015            S Dakin, D Herbert & C McMahon
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING 
RECENTLY DECEASED   
Giovanna SCICLUNA, Angelo BRUNETTI, Giovanni DE LEUCIO
ANNIVERSARIES   Mongisnor Aldo REBESCHINI,
Gerald MAGRO,Concettina MONFORTE,Giuseppe TARANTO,Teresa GUARNACCIA,
Elena MARKESICK, Lucia NICASTRI, Bartolo (Bob) PALAMARA, Giovanni, Carlo & Claudio VALMORBIDA, Paolo & Giuseppina NASELLI, Grazia FRAGAPANE, 

Salvatore, Rosaria & Santo LUMINATO

ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
   SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest            WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                          Mb: 0431 643 674
    Sat  6.00pm - English
            Sr Estelita Manabo-Pastoral Associate
  Mon.  9.10am Comm. Service 
    Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
        Ms Marisa Steele -Acting School Principal
  Tue. 10.00am Italian
    Sun. 10.30am – English
              Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
  Wed. 9.10am - English

        
  Thur. 9.10am - English
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    Maltese Mass  
  
  Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

    1st Saturday of the Month 6.00pm
  Sat. 8.30am - English
  Sat. 8.30am-English

    Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
  Reconciliation: Sat. 10.30am
    Marriages - By Appointment
                                                                                                                      
   
  21th Sunday,  Year B                                                                                  23   August  2015                                                            
	Christ’s choice for us
Today’s readings present us with issues of choice and commitment.  In the first reading, Joshua, who succeeded Moses and led the Israelites into the Promised Land, confronts the Israelites with a choice, a choice that has serious implications:  Is it the Lord or is it some other gods of old whom you will serve?  The Israelites, prompted by Joshua’s stark challenge, recall the great wonders the Lord God had done for them and re-commit themselves to serving the Lord.
Paul, writing to the community or Ephesus, also presents them with a challenge.  How they are to live their lives if they are to be followers of Christ.  “Live in love, as Christ loved us… Give way to one another in obedience to Christ” (Eph 5:2,21).  Paul reminds us that we are to love one another as Christ has loved us and gave himself up for us.  Paul compares Christ’s love for us and for his church with the love of spouses who, nourishing and cherishing each other in self-sacrificing love, become one body.

The gospel reading brings to conclusion the Bread of Life discourse in John’s Gospel (Ch 6) to which we have listened over these last few weeks.

Jesus has described himself as the Bread of Life that comes from heaven and he promises that those who eat this Bread of life will live forever.  We hear in today’s reading how many of the disciples who had been following him up until then really struggled with this teaching and could not believe.  They followed him no more.  The crowd dwindled to just the twelve.  Jesus, like Joshua, confronted them with the question: “What about you, do you want to go away too?” (Jn 6:66).
Being a Christian demands choices and commitments.  We believe what many others in our world find unacceptable and unbelievable.  There are many who would concur: “This saying is hard; who can accept it?”  (Jn 6:60) Jesus didn’t promise it would be easy.  But what he does promise is food for the journey, the Eucharist of his very flesh and blood, eternal life, and undying love.

Just as the commitment to love someone has implications, so too our choice to believe and our commitment to hold fast to our faith has implications for the way we live our lives.  As Christians, we are to give way to one another, and to love one another, following Christ’s example.

The journey will no doubt sometimes be difficult.  “Many are the trials of the just person” (Ps 34:19), the psalmist reminds us today.  But the psalmist also speaks beautifully of the unfailing goodness of God who hears and rescues those who call to him in their distress.  Indeed, the psalmist reassures us that “God is close to the broken-hearted and those who are crushed in spirit” (Ps 34:18).



BAPTISM 

Congratulations to Rocky Inzitari child of Anthony and Julie, who will be baptised this weekend.  We welcome him into our parish community and assure the family of our prayerful best wishes on this happy occasion.

FUNERALS
Rosary for Giovanna Scicluna will be recited on Monday 24 August at 10.00am followed by Funeral Mass.
Rosary for Giovanni De Leucio will be recited on Tuesday 25 August at 7.00pm.  Funeral Mass will be celebrated on Wednesday 26 August at 10.30am

Rosary for Angelo Brunetti will be recited on Thursday 27 August at 10.30am followed by Funeral Mass.

MEMORIAL MASS
Friday 28 August 7.00pm – Gerald Magro (1 mth)
RINGRAZIAMENTO FESTA DI SAN ROCCO
Un sincero grazia a tutti che hanno partecipato, lavorato, organizzato a questa bella festa, e al nostro parroco Padre Emanuele Bonello.    I numeri vincenti della lotteria sono: 

Blue 4D,   White 29,  Orange 13D, Orange 29D.

MAINTENANCE MEETING

The Maintenance Committee Meeting will be held on Tuesday 25 August at 8.00pm in the Parish Meeting Room.

SOCIAL JUSTICE IN THE CITY PRESENTATION   
Wednesday 26 August, 12pm 
Pastoral Centre, St Francis’ Church, Cnr Lonsdale and Elizabeth Streets, Melbourne 
Vicki Clark will be speaking on ‘The story of place, home and social justice from an Indigenous viewpoint’. Vicki recently retired from her position of Coordinator of the Aboriginal Catholic Ministry Victoria after 25 years of committed service. Her contribution to the Australian Catholic Church, Catholic education and Australian Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities has been profound over this time. Vicki has taken a leading role in the National Reconciliation process and is currently co-chair of Reconciliation Victoria. Vicki is described as a ‘great fighter for reconciliation and justice’ and has led the way within the Catholic community in Victoria, helping all to develop a consciousness of Aboriginal culture and spirituality as one of the oldest living cultures in the world. We look forward to seeing you at the Pastoral Centre for a great presentation and a complimentary ‘Cuppa’.  Everyone is welcome. Feel free to invite your friends and colleagues.
FEASTS

Monday 24 August – St Bartholomew

Thursday 27 August – St Monica 

Friday 28 August – St Augustine

Saturday 29 August- The Passion of St John the Baptist

ST GABRIEL’S THEATRE GROUP

Auditions for the musical “Mary Poppins” will take place on Sunday 30 August at 6.30pm in St Gabriel’s Hall, Viola St, Reservoir.  All ages welcome, including family groups.

Just come along on the night or for more details phone: Judy 9478 5865 or Sara 0412 634 446.
 
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR THE CARE OF CREATION 
Tuesday 1 September
Pope Francis has declared 1 September a day of prayer for the Universal Church. He says it will give individuals and communities an opportunity to implore God's help in protecting creation and an opportunity to ask God's forgiveness ‘for sins committed against the world in which we live’.
Pope Francis announced his decision to add the annual prayer day to the Catholic calendar in a letter to Cardinal Peter Turkson, president of the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace, and to Cardinal Kurt Koch, president of the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity.  The Pope asked Cardinal Koch to consult with and work with the Catholic Church's ecumenical partners and the World Council of Churches to make sure the prayer day becomes a sign of Christians' commitment to work together to safeguard creation ‘in order to be more credible and effective’.
Pope Francis entrusted to the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace the task of working with Catholic bishops' conferences and environmental organisations to publicise and coordinate the specifics of the celebration.
SEASONS LOSS & GRIEF' PROGRAM AT ST FRANCIS OF ASSISI PARISH, MILL PARK

A six week grief program for those who have experienced a loss through death of a loved one will be offered in August – September at St Francis of Assisi Parish, Mill Park.  The Seasons Program will start on Saturday, 22nd August, 10.30 am – 12.30 pm, and continue on the 5 following Saturdays.
‘Seasons’ offers group support for coping with grief and loss in an encouraging and accepting environment.  Your confidentiality is assured.  
To enquire about the program, please contact Sr Ignacia: 9407 6707 or Ruth Lees: 9407 6704.
WORLD YOUTH DAY INFORMATION SESSIONS 
Tuesday 25 August, 7.30pm, St Gerard’s Parish, 71 Gladstone Rd, Dandenong
Thursday 3 September, 7.30pm, Cardinal Knox Centre, 383 Albert St, East Melbourne
Young people interested in joining the Victorian pilgrimage to World Youth Day in Krakow in 2016 are invited to attend their local information session for details on the four Victorian pilgrimage options and how to register.  Details: www.wydvictoria.org.au.
  
AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC MIGRANT AND REFUGEE OFFICE COLLOQUIUM
Thursday 27 August, 7–9pm
Philippa Brazill Lecture Theatre, Daniel Mannix Building, Australian Catholic University , Brunswick St, Fitzroy.  The topic of the fifth Bishop Joe Grech Memorial Colloquium on Ethics and Migration is ‘20 years of migration policy: the Church’s response’. Hosted by the Australian Catholic Migrant and Refugee Office in conjunction with the Australian Catholic University (Melbourne Campus).
Details: george.nulley@acmro.catholic.org.au
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LINK always welcomes new volunteers. If you like driving and meeting new people, a volunteer position at LINK Community Transport is a unique opportunity that could be perfect for you! 

LINK is a not-for-profit community organisation that has been providing transport service since 1995. We provide transport to social and recreational activities for frail adults, people with disabilities, and their parents or carers. The purpose of providing such transport is to enable people to remain independent and autonomous. 

Even if you don’t have any experience in volunteering we provide comprehensive training and support to ensure that you will be on track to becoming a fantastic volunteer. 

If you are interested in finding out more about volunteering with LINK Community Transport, please contact our Volunteer Coodinator for a chat. 

LINK Community Transport Ph: 03 8358 8000 www.linkcommunitytransport.org.
