   As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING Baruch     5:1-9
Jerusalem – God will show you splendour.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy.

	Grandi Cose ha fatto il Signore per noi.



SECOND READING     Philippians    1:3-6. 8-11
Show yourselves sinless and without blame in the day of Christ.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia!
Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths: all people shall see the salvation of God.   Alleluia!

	Alleluia, alleluia.
Preparate la via del Signore, raddrizzate i suoi sentieri!  Ogni uomo vedra’ la salvezza di Dio.   Alleluia. 
  


GOSPEL  Luke   3:1-6
All people shall see the salvation of God.
.         
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$459.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$189.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$191.00
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS
LECTORS - THIS WEEK  05/12/2021
SPECIAL MINISTERS


6.00pm (SAT) – 
 MALTESE MASS (Selected)
MALTESE MASS (Selected)
9.00am (SUN) –  C Agostinelli & F Multari
D Biasibetti, G Calvi & N Mercuri
10.30am (SUN) – E Bartlett
J Mengolian & Theresa Nguyen
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  12/12/2021
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
6.00pm- B Nadenbousch
E Saliba & N Ziino
9.00am- R Di Gulielmo & A Chiodo
L Cavedon, A Sonza & P Leggiero
10.30am- B Clark-Loh
P Nguyen & J Iaria
      



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            RECENTLY DECEASED  
ANNIVERSARIES & SPECIAL MEMORIES  
Vittorio (Rocky) SALSONE, Domenico CIRIANNI, Famiglia DI MUZIO, 

Francesco & Famiglia PAPALIA, Famiglia PISCIONERI, Maria Francesca FURCI, 
Antonio FERRARI, Marianna & Giuseppe MICELI, Antonio & Carmela PATI
Carmela MAMONI, Santo PATI, Nino MICELI, Giuseppe & Famiglia PAPALIA, 
Francesco MULTARI, Giorge AGIUS
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
   SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest            WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                          Mb: 0431 643 674
    Sat  6.00pm - English
              Mrs Maria Barnes – School Principal
 
    Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
              Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
  Tue. 10.00am Italian
    Sun. 10.30am – English
             
  Wed. 9.10am - English

        
  Thur. 9.10am - English
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    Maltese Mass  
  
  Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

    1st Saturday of the Month 6.00pm
  
  Sat. 8.30am-English

    Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
  Reconciliation: Sat. 10.30am
    Marriages - By Appointment
                                                                                                                      
 2nd  Sunday of Advent    Year  C                                                                  5    December,   2021                                                                                                                           
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The need to forgive ourselves 
John the Baptist is among the most theologically significant figures in the Gospels. In Luke’s gospel, his birth narrative parallels that of Jesus. His conception is announced by an angel, and his birth was a surprise gift to his aged parents. The expectant mothers of Jesus and John meet and rejoice that they have been blessed by God. The children are cousins, and both will begin their mission in the desert.  Although his formative years were lived in obscurity in the desert, John’s public ministry began by calling people to a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins symbolised by water baptism. Using the words of the prophet Isaiah he also called people to prepare for the coming of the Messiah. His message and ministry marked the culmination of the law and the prophets and heralded the inbreaking of the kingdom of God. He was a transitional figure between the Old and New Testaments.  His call to repentance can be viewed in two ways. Looking backward, the issue can be making up for what has been done in the past. Looking forward, it can be about getting things sorted so that the problems will hopefully not recur. However, the issue of repentance is more complicated than just having two perspectives on life. Socially, we want criminals to pay for their crimes, so we send them to prison to suffer because of their actions and this is often seen as the essence of justice.  Many people share this view and believe that those who acted badly should get their just desserts in this life and if not then certainly in the next. Hell is imagined as God’s final reckoning where the God of justice prevails. However, this is hardly an adequate view of God who through the prophets and through Jesus calls us to repent. To repent is to start anew, to make sure that past failures do not predict our future, so having repented of our failures and experienced God’s forgiveness, we look forward to a better way of living. Repentance is about letting the Lord come more fully into our lives. God is a God of love, not of vengeance, so let us start afresh in the knowledge of God’s enduring love for each of us and look forward to the fullness of life to which God has called us.   In the formula of absolution in the sacrament of penance, we hear: “God the Father of mercies, through the death and resurrection of his Son has reconciled the world to himself and sent the Holy Spirit among us for the forgiveness of sin.” May we hear this message of love that reconciles, believe that God has forgiven us, and be big enough to let go of the past and forgive ourselves. Repentance is not simply about the past, but about a way of living into the future in knowledge of the love of God for each of us.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

	                                                                                                                                           Michael A Kelly CSsR


	WELCOME TO MASS

TO ENTER IN THE CHURCH: PEOPLE NEED TO BE FULLY VACCINATED

(VICTORIAN GOVERNMENT RULES)

BENVENUTI ALLA MESSA

PER ENTRARE NELLA CHIESA DOVETE ESSERE DOPPIO VACCINATI

(LEGGE DEL GOVERNO DELLO STATO DI VICTORIA)



	YEAR OF SAINT JOSEPH

8 December 2020 – 8 December 2021 (www.vatican.va)

In the Gospel of Luke, Joseph appears as the guardian of Jesus and of Mary. And for this reason, he is also “the Guardian of the Church”: but, if he was the guardian of Jesus and Mary, he works, now that he is in heaven, and continues to be a guardian, in this case of the Church, for the Church is the continuation of the Body of Christ in history, even as Mary’s motherhood is reflected in the motherhood of the Church. In his continued protection of the Church – please do not forget this: today, Joseph protects the Church – and by continuing to protect the Church, he continues to protect the child and his mother”. This aspect of Joseph’s guardianship is the great answer to the story of Genesis. When God asks Cain to account for Abel's life, he replies: “Am I my brother's keeper?” With his life, Joseph seems to want to tell us that we are always called to feel that we are our brothers and sisters’ keepers, the guardians of those who are close to us, of those whom the Lord entrusts to us through many circumstances of life.

“Saint Joseph, you who guarded the bond with Mary and Jesus, help us to care for the relationships in our lives. May no one experience that sense of abandonment that comes from loneliness. Show yourself to be a friend to those who struggle the most, and as you supported Mary and Jesus in difficult times, support us too on our journey. Amen.”

(From POPE FRANCIS’ GENERAL AUDIENCE talk, Wednesday, 24 November 2021)
Saint Joseph the Worker: Pray for us             San Giuseppe Lavoratore: Prega per noi
PRAYER TO ST JOSEPH  -  by Pope Francis

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
To you God entrusted his only Son; in you Mary placed her trust;
with you Christ became human.

Blessed Joseph, to us too, show yourself a father
and guide us in the path of life. Obtain for us grace, mercy and courage,
and defend us from every evil. Amen.




WEDDING

Congratulations to Panagiotis Protopsaltis and Christina Violi who will be married this weekend.
BAPTISM 
Congratulations to Zac Mouchacca child of Justin and Emma, who will be baptised this weekend.  We welcome him into our parish community and assure the family of our prayerful best wishes on this happy occasion.

A REMINDER - PLEASE NOTE!!

Memorial names for the weekend bulletin are to be handed into the office no later than WEDNESDAY.
Nomi Memoriale per il Bulletino Domenicale devono essere portati in ufficio non piu’ tardi del MERCOLEDI.
	SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT:  YEAR (C) 
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The word of God that comes to John in the wilderness is not a word meant for him alone but is to be shared with all the people. John’s proclamation of the word of God ‘through the whole Jordan district’ is a precursor to Jesus’ instruction to his disciples ‘that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations’ (Luke 24:47). The salvation brought by the Lord is not a personal and private matter but one that is destined for the whole of humankind. This salvation can only be achieved, however, if one is prepared to realign one’s life and take a new path in life. John’s call is a call to a new beginning. The Baptist’s words call us to a new beginning. This time of preparation for the coming of the Lord of history at Christmas is a time for us to realign our road, to straighten our path, so that the coming of Christ into our lives is made easier. We must prepare to welcome the Christ child.



MASS ON C31 (d.44)

For those unable to attend church due to illness or other reasons there is an opportunity to follow the 11.00am Sunday Mass from St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Melbourne, which is broadcast live on the TV station C31 Melbourne, which is channel 44 on digital TV. 

CORONA VIRUS: GUIDELINES

As we gather for mass, we are still asked to observe the following guidelines due to the Health Department restrictions at this time of the Corona Virus.

VACCINATION: To enter in church: people need to be fully vaccinated.
FACEMASKS: Please wear a facemask: It’s compulsory.
CONTACT DETAILS:  Contact details are required for all attendees– and must include: First Name + Contact Number + date and time at which the person attended the place of worship. Please register your name through the Side door where assistance is provided. 

Also Sanitise your Hands as you enter Church.   Please use the QRCode if you have the smart phone (mobile iphone) 

COLLECTION: To be done only as leaving collection not passing plate around seats. 
HOLY COMMUNION:  Holy Communion to be received only on the hand.  Before receiving communion sanitise your hands (sanitiser bottles are provided at seats), and while approaching to the sanctuary please observe the 1.5 meters distance.

Thanks to all those who are giving us a hand at this time for example: writing the names of attendees, preparing and cleaning after mass according to Covid-19 requirements. Thank you for your help. 

FOR A SYNODAL CHURCH: COMMUNION, PARTICIPATION AND MISSION

To give suggestions in preparation for the Synod of Bishops 2023 please visit: 

http://www.catholic.org.au/synodalchurch
PRAYER FOR THE SYNOD: Adsumus Sancte Spiritus 
We stand before You, Holy Spirit, as we gather together in Your name. With You alone to guide us, make Yourself at home in our hearts; Teach us the way we must go and how we are to pursue it. We are weak and sinful; do not let us promote disorder. Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path nor partiality influence our actions. Let us find in You our unity so that we may journey together to eternal life and not stray from the way of truth and what is right. All this we ask of You, who are at work in every place and time, in the communion of the Father and the Son, forever and ever. Amen.
The Parish of St Joseph the Worker, North Reservoir and the Diocese of Melbourne are committed to the care, wellbeing and protection of children, young people and vulnerable people in our community.
