
 As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING    Exodus  3:1-8, 13-15
This is what you must say to the children of Israel:  I Am has sent me to you.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	The Lord is kind and merciful.

	Il Signore ha pieta’ del suo popolo.



SECOND READING     Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12
All this that happened to the people of Moses in the desert was written for our benefit.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!

Repent, says the Lord; 

the kingdom of heaven is at hand.
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!


	Lode e onore a te, Signore Gesu’!
Convertitevi, dice il Signore, il regno dei cieli e’ vicino.  

Lode e onore a te, Signore Gesu’. 


GOSPEL  Luke  13:1-9
Unless you repent you will all perish as they did.
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
1st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$721.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$264.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$318.00
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS

LECTORS - THIS WEEK   28/02/2016
SPECIAL MINISTERS

6.00pm (SAT) –  Sr T Fitzsimmons & G Canavan
S Dakin & E Saliba
9.00am (SUN) –  C Agostinelli & R Fato
T Forte, R Mercuri, P Sparano & F Multari
10.30am (SUN) – L & L De Marco 
A Filippone, J Frangiosa, S Dakin, S Rottura,
                                                                                                & J Iaria
LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  06/03/2016
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
6.00pm (SAT)  MALTSES MASS (Selected)
MALSTESE MASS (Selected)
9.00am (SUN) –  R Pino & L Cavedon
M Piscioneri, G Calvi, F Pascuzzi & B Barbaro
10.30am (SUN) – N Sua & Sr T Fitzsimmons 
A & R Gatto, J & J Kearney & B Clark-Loh
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

                                                                                                                                                    MONEY COUNTERS       29/02/2016              S Dakin, D Herbert & C McMahon
                                               07/03/2016             D Herbert & S Dakin
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING 
RECENTLY DECEASED   
Antonio PAINO, Angelo MASCARO
ANNIVERSARIES    
Francesca Donatina DECURAY, Orlando MASCITTI, Corrado GIANNONE, Michele CHIODO, Dolores TALIANA, Felice TARANTO,  Gaetano, Francesco, Rocco, Sebastiano, Natalina & Paola CARMUSCIANO, Carmela TAMPONE, Corrado GIANNONE, Pasquale VILLELLA, 
Corrado PELLIGRA, Vita & Francesco VALENTI, Dina TOMASSELLI, 
Assunta TALOMO in GALATI, Giovanna LI ROSI

anni  MERCOVECCHIO, Geosomine DEL PAPA, Franco SCARAMOZZINO, Emanuele AGIUS, Giuseppe & Carmela PINO, Lazzaro & Carmela DE CATA, Michele & Angela CIAVARELLA
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
   SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest            WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                          Mb: 0431 643 674
    Sat  6.00pm - English
            Sr Estelita Manabo-Pastoral Associate
  Mon.  9.10am Comm. Service 
    Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
              Mrs  Maria Barnes  -School Principal
  Tue. 10.00am Italian
    Sun. 10.30am – English
              Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
  Wed. 9.10am - English

        
  Thur. 9.10am - English
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    Maltese Mass  
  
  Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

    1st Saturday of the Month 6.00pm
  Sat. 8.30am - English
  Sat. 8.30am-English

    Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
  Reconciliation: Sat. 10.30am
    Marriages - By Appointment
                                                                                                                      
 
   3rd  Sunday of Lent,  Year C                                                                     28  February    2016                                                          
	Second Chance
Ben is in Year 9 at St Michael’s Catholic College. Recently he was caught stealing money from the school office and staff room.  Ben’s parents were called to the school to meet the principal and Ben’s class teacher.

During the discussion, it was revealed that Ben’s behavior had deteriorated over the past six months.  He was disruptive in class.  He was rude to staff and fellow students.  He had failed to complete and hand in work and quite often just didn’t turn up for classes.  Stealing was the latest and most serious in a long list of incidents and complaints levelled against Ben.

Understanding, Ben’s parents were very upset.  They had no explanation for Ben’s behavior and were deeply concerned and worried about his future.  They loved their son but felt helpless.  All they could do was apologise to the principal and school community for Ben’s actions and wrongdoing and hope that Ben would be given a second chance.

The principal pointed out to Ben and his parents the seriousness of the situation and the need for Ben to change his attitude and behavior.  She believed in Ben and his potential and willingly forgave him and offered him a second chance. She even arranged professional help for Ben and his parents.  She also worked with Ben’s class teacher to put in place a program to help him catch up and to receive extra tutoring and other assistance.  Ben’s parents were extremely grateful and overcome with relief.  When they asked the principal why she was taking such a forgiving and compassionate attitude towards Ben, she simply pointed to a plaque hanging on the wall in her office.  “The Lord is compassion and love, slow to anger and rich in mercy” (Responsorial Psalm).

The third Sunday of Lent is all about second chances.  In the first reading there is a bush blazing with fire but does not burn.  In the gospel there is a fig tree that does not bear fruit and is destined for the chop, but is saved by the gardener.  In both cases where we would expect to find destruction we find opportunities for growth, flowering and new life.  All too often God’s justice is understood and proclaimed as though it was once and for all; shape up or ship out!  Yet the clear message from our readings is that God always gives us another chance.  These precious weeks of Lent offer us a time to reflect more deeply on our lives.  This means facing up to our struggles and sinfulness; to those things in our lives that stop us from bearing fruit and then to make choices to change our lives.  We can only do this when we trust that God’s love is not about destruction; but compassion, forgiveness and a second chance.   



BAPTISMS

Congratulations to Leo Scalora child of Sebastian and Sera, Lucas Costa child of Joseph and Lucy, who will be baptised this weekend.  We welcome them into our parish community and assure the families of our prayerful best wishes on this happy occasion.

BAPTISIM PREPARATION  
The Baptism Preparation Meeting will be held on Tuesday 1 March at 7.30pm in the Church.
FUNERAL 

Funeral for Angelo Mascaro will be celebrated on Wednesday 2 March at 11.00am.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Every Friday evening during Lent at 7.00pm in the Church both in English and Italian.

MEMORIAL MASSES
Sunday 28 February 5.00pm – Dina Tomaselli (anniversary)
Monday 29 February 7.00pm – Assunta Talomo in Galati (d. Rec. Itlay)

Wednesday 2 March 7.00pm – Giovanna Li Rosi (1 mth)

	MERCIFUL LENT (JUBILEE YEAR OF MERCY)

The Lord is Compassion and Love slow to anger and Rich in Mercy

God’s relation to Moses in the Burning Bush is not “I am,” but “I am with you. I am for you. I am going with you.” In this context, mercy is already very fundamental in the Old Testament. The God of the Old Testament is not an angry God but a merciful God, if you read the Psalms. This ontological understanding of God was so strong that justice became the main attribute of God, not mercy. Thomas Aquinas clearly said that mercy is much more fundamental because God does not answer to the demands of our rules. Mercy is the faithfulness of God to his own being as love. Because God is love. And mercy is the love revealed to us in concrete deeds and words. So mercy becomes not only the central attribute of God, but also the key of Christian existence. Be merciful as God is merciful. We have to imitate God’s mercy. 
(words which are said by Cardinal Walter Kasper)
THROUGH A ‘YOU TUBE’ FR BOB MAGUIRE SAID:
“The Pope is running around the world saying ‘listen, awful things are happening everywhere’ but we Catholics must exercise what he calls Mercy,” Fr Bob says. “Now that’s not a saleable product these days in this country called Australia because we want to identify people as being on our side or not. Those not on our side we demonise them so that it gives up the opportunity to beat them up.   Mercy is not like that”.   Mercy is a Fair Go, which means that even though you don’t like the person or done awful things to you, you might say: I am going to give you the opportunity that you have not given to us.”   Lent is an old English word which means springtime. Lent is springtime of the spirit, refreshing our spiritual life, or making a soul searching. 
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	Dominic in Papua New Guinea has learnt communication and problem solving skills to lead his community towards a more peaceful, prosperous future. 

Please donate to Project Compassion 2016 and help empower communities in Papua New Guinea to lead their own development and create more harmonious futures. 

www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion   1800 024 413


24 HOURS FOR THE LORD – GOD IS RICH IN MERCY
Holy Mass celebrated 7.30pm Friday 4 March and 11.00am Saturday 5 March. 

Adoration at other times Confessions available before and after each Mass.  St. Damian’s Catholic Church 5 Settlement Rd, Bundoora.  Contact: Legion of Mary for further details:  0423 838 756.

WHAT IS THE 24 HOURS FOR THE LORD
Pope Francis has requested this initiative, that encourages prayer, Eucharistic Adoration and the Sacrament of Confession, to be observed in the third week of Lent in all dioceses.  “We can pray in communion with the Church on earth and in heaven.  Let us not underestimate the power of so many voices united in prayer!”

LENTEN TALK BY FR FRANK BRENNAN SJ
Monday 14 March, 7.30pm 
Community hall behind St Ignatius’ Church, 326 Church Street, Richmond
Frank Brennan SJ will speak on: 'Laudato Si’ and the Year of Mercy: how do we do justice while being merciful?' Frank Brennan is a Jesuit priest, professor of law at Australian Catholic University and Adjunct Professor at the Australian Centre for Christianity and Culture, the Australian National University College of Law and the National Centre for Indigenous Studies. He is the National Director of Human Rights and Social Justice for Jesuit Social Services, and superior of the Jesuit community at Xavier House in Canberra.  Details: 8420 6789
SUNDAY AFTERNOON CONCERT, ST JOHN’S CLIFTON HILL
Sunday 6 March, 3pm
St John the Baptist Catholic Church, 61 Queens Parade, Clifton Hill         
‘A sorrowful mother was standing’. Progetto Corelli: Lacrimosa presents Vivaldi's Stabat Mater, marking the Lenten journey and theme of penitence during this Easter season. A bleak but beautiful rendition of  the 13th-century hymn, one of Vivaldi's earliest commissioned works from Brescia, Italy. Additional music by Corelli, Boismortier and Telemann.
Cost: Voluntary donation.  No booking required.
Details: progetto.corelli@gmail.com or 0449 870 528

