As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING   Isaiah     11:1-10
He judges the poor with justice.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for ever.

	Vieni, Signore, re di giustizia e di pace..



SECOND READING     Romanss   15:4-9
Christ, the hope of all people. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia!
Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths: all peope shall see the salvation of God.  Alleluia!

	Alleluia, alleluia
Preparate la via del Signore, raddrizzate i suoi sentieri!  Ogni uomo vedra’ la salvezza di Dio!.   Alleluia. 
  


GOSPEL  Matthew   3:1-12
Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.       
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$330.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$151.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$194.00      
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS
LECTORS - THIS WEEK   04/12/2022
SPECIAL MINISTERS


5.30pm (SAT) – 
MALTESE MASS (Selected)
MALTESE MASS (Selected)
9.00am (SUN) –  C Agostinelli & F Multari
D Biasibetti, G Calvi & P Leggiero
10.30am (SUN) – N Sua
T Nguyen & M Mizzi
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  11/12/2022
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
5.30pm- B Nadenbousch
T Nguyen & N Ziino
9.00am- R DiGuglielmo & R Pino
L Cavedon, A Sonza & N Mercuri
10.30am- B Clark-Loh
J Iaria & L De Marco
      



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            RECENTLY DECEASED  
Dario STROGATO, Livio DI NINO
ANNIVERSARIES & SPECIAL MEMORIES   
Francesca TUNDIS, Antonietta MILIDONI, Antonio MURATORE,  Fr Victor BONELLO OFMConv,
Luigi  & Stefania LONGO, Rosina CALO’, Antonio FERRARI, Sara DE PACE, Teresa GRILLO
Giuseppe & Pasquale MESSINA, Famiglia RIPOLI, Francesco MULTARI, 
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
   SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest            WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                          Mb: 0431 643 674
    Sat  5.30pm - English
              Mrs Maria Barnes – School Principal
 
    Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
              Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
  Tue. 10.00am Italian
    Sun. 10.30am – English
             
  Wed. 9.10am - English

        
  Thur. 9.10am - English
[image: image1.jpg]


    Maltese Mass  
  
  Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

    1st Saturday of the Month 5.30pm
  
  Sat. 8.30am-English

    Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
 Reconciliation:  
    Marriages – by Appointment                                                                                (Individual  Confessions)                                              


                                                                                       Sat. 5.00pm  or by Appointment                            
   2nd Sunday of Advent    Year  A                                                                4   December,   2022                                                                                                                           
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Serving the poor with love  
John the Baptist was quite a celebrity around Jerusalem. People came from everywhere to see this strange man who lived on locusts and wild honey, dressed in camel hair, and preached the need for repentance. He even instituted a new ritual of baptism – pouring water on people’s heads – as a sign of forgiveness for those who confess their sins and genuinely seek a new way of life. 

But John remained suspicious of people’s motives. So, on seeing a number of Sadducees and Pharisees coming for baptism, he questioned their motivation calling them a “brood of vipers”! John never                                                                                                                                                 attended that class on “How to win friends and influence people”! He was more interested in confronting people with their sins so they may change their ways. The fact that people continued to come to the river Jordan to hear John preach, they knew his message to be true. 

While John did not tire from preaching his message of repentance, he was equally insistent on announcing the coming of the Messiah – the one who will “baptise with the Holy Spirit and fire” and pronounce judgment upon the world – separating the ‘good wheat’ from the ‘evil chaff’. As John insisted, he was not worthy to carry the sandals of this promised messenger of God. 

This promise of a coming divine messenger is also expressed in the prophecy of Isaiah who envisages a new beginning with a ruler-king blessed with wisdom, insight, compassion and fear of the Lord. He will inaugurate God’s reign by bringing judgment on the wicked and justice for the poor. The whole of creation will be transformed so that violence is replaced by harmony as in images of the wolf and lamb or calf and lion living and playing together!   In the real world where you and I live, God’s reign of justice, peace and harmony is evidently far from reality. So, how are we Christians to judge Jesus as the promised Messiah? Evidently, we need to concede that his ministry is incomplete. Furthermore, it is you and I, the disciples of Jesus, who are called upon to continue his ministry as we await the messianic completion of creation at the end-of-time.  Sometimes problems facing us and our world appear so big, we can easily despair. In today’s Letter to the Romans, we are told everything written in the scriptures teaches us “something about hope” so that, whatever life’s challenges, we know we will be “helped by God”.  In the words of Pope Francis: “Although the life of a person is in a land full of thorns and weeds, there is always a space in which the good seed can grow. You have to trust God”. Let us then heed the message of today’s readings by seeking God’s love and forgiveness as we prepare to celebrate the Christ-coming. Let us put this message into action through our loving service of the poor. 

                                                                                                             Gerard Hall SM                                                                                                                                            


	THE PROPHET ISAIAH IN ADVENT YEAR A
During Advent in Year A, the First Reading (of the Sunday Mass) always comes from the prophet Isaiah. It is useful to pay particular attention to Isaiah’s Voice, noticing the development of the vision and images he puts before us relating to the meaning of Jesus Christ for the Church and the world. In last week’s reading, Isaiah sees what is to come: the nations assembling, surrendering to the Lord, laying down the weopons of war, beating them into the useful tools of farming and “PEACEFUL LIFE.” 

Today, Isaiah describes the qualities of the Spirit of the Lord and the just judgements this brings, resulting in “A WORLD OF NO CONFLICT.” 

In next week’s text, Isaiah describes the glorious and triumphant coming of the Lord and 
“THE HEALING OF ALL THAT IS BROKEN.” 

In the final week of Advent, Isaiah speaks of the maiden who will conceive and give birth to one who is “GOD-IS-WITH-US” 

HURRY UP LORD COME AND BRING PEACE TO THE WORLD



COVID SAFE PRACTICES

· As we come in Church, we are asked to be aware of some good practice against the transmission of the Corona-virus. 
· Please sanitise your hands as you enter the church and on the way before receiving Communion as well as on the way out of the Church. Hand Sanitiser Bottles are available at the entrances of the Church and at a seat as you walk to receive communion.  Please receive Communion only on the Hand.
· Masks are not compulsory but recommended. You may wish to wear it or not. Ministers of Communion should wear a mask while distributing communion. 
· THANKS to all those who have been and continue to be of great help to keep following well the required measures of Covid-19. 
MASS ON C31 (d.44)  
For those unable to attend church due to illness or other reasons there is an opportunity to follow the 11.00am Sunday Mass from St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Melbourne, which is broadcast live on the TV station C31 Melbourne, which is channel 44 on digital TV.

CONTINUING APPEALS: 

FLOOD APPEAL – SOCIETY OF ST VINCENT DE PAUL  

Contributions can be made by:   1. Calling 13 18 12  

visit https://donate.vinnies.org.au/appeals-vic/vinnies-vic-flood-appeal-2022.  

Or donate Vinnies Shops; or purchase a token via local IGA. 
CARITAS AUSTRALIA – UKRAINE EMERGENCY APPEAL
Online: https://www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/ukraine/
Phone: 1800 024 413
BAPTISM
Congratulations to Harry Batinovic child of Michael and Jessica, who will be baptised this weekend.  We welcome him into our parish community and assure the family of our prayerful best wishes on this happy occasion.
FEASTS

Wednesday 7 December: St Ambrose, bishop, doctor

Thursday 8 December: The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
	[image: image3.jpg]



CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR’S 
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TIME TABLE

WEDNESDAY  21  DECEMBER  - 2022

7.00pm. General Reconciliation Ceremony

SATURDAY 24  DECEMBER – 2022  CHRISTMAS EVE

5.30pm Christmas Eve Family Mass

Please note that due to Covid 19 concerns there will only be one Mass on Christmas Eve (5.30pm) and there will not be Midnight Mass.
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SUNDAY  25  DECEMBER  - 2022   CHRISTMAS DAY

9.00am Mass in Italian

10.30am Mass in English

SATURDAY  31  DECEMBER 2022  -  NEW YEAR’S EVE 
5.30pm Mass
SUNDAY   1  JANUARAY  2023   -  NEW YEAR’S DAY

Mass times as normal Sunday: 9.00am (Italian) 10.30am (English)
Special times for Individual Confessions during the week before Christmas

(Orario speciale per le Confessioni  individuali durante la settimana prima del Natale)
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Tuesday (Martedi’)  20/12/2022  9.30am  -  Wednesday (Mercoledi’) 21/12/2022  9.30am           

Thursday (Giovedi)  22/12/2022  9.30am  -  Friday (Venerdi’)  23/12/2022   9.30am           

Saturday (Sabato)    24/12/2022   5.00pm  




ADVENT GIVING TREE

During the Advent season, we invite parishioners to help people in need only by donating money in the box near the Crib and the Christmas Tree.  Thank you.

FOR A SYNODAL CHURCH: COMMUNION, PARTICIPATION AND MISSION 
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PRAYER FOR THE SYNOD: Adsumus Sancte Spiritus
We stand before You, Holy Spirit, as we gather together in Your name. With You alone to guide us, make Yourself at home in our hearts; Teach us the way we must go and how we are to pursue it. We are weak and sinful; do not let us promote disorder. Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path nor partiality influence our actions. Let us find in You our unity so that we may journey together to eternal life and not stray from the way of truth and what is right. All this we ask of You, who are at work in every place and time, in the communion of the Father and the Son, forever and ever. Amen. For general information visit www.synod.va
	The Parish of St Joseph the Worker, North Reservoir and the Diocese of Melbourne are committed to the care, wellbeing and protection of children, young people and vulnerable people in our communit


