As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING  Jeremiah   33:14-16
I will cause a good seed to spring forth from David.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	To you, O Lord, I lift my soul.

	A te, Signore, innalzo l’anima mia, in te confido.



SECOND READING     Thessalonians   3:12-4:2
When Christ comes may he strengthen your hearts in holiness.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia!
Lord, show us your mercy and love, and grant us your salvation.   Alleluia!

	Alleluia, alleluia. 
Mostraci, Signore, la tua Misericordia e donaci la tua salvezza.    Alleluia!


GOSPEL  Luke   21:25-28, 34-36
Your redemption is near at hand.                      
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
1st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$563.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$238.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$280.00
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS
LECTORS - THIS WEEK  02/12/2018
SPECIAL MINISTERS

6.00pm (SAT) – MALTESE MASS (Selected)
MALTESE MASS (Selected)
9.00am (SUN) –  P Sparano & L Cavedon
C Alberti, G Calvi, O Strangis & A Sonza
10.30am (SUN) – L Conte & E Thompson
A & R Gatto, A Filippone & S Rottura
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  09/12/2018
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
6.00pm (SAT)  
E Krygger & B Nadenbousch
S Dakin & E Saliba
9.00am (SUN) – G Calvi & R Fato
P Sparano, R Pino, L Cavedon & F Multari
10.30am (SUN) – Sr Estelita & H J Lopez
P & K Nguyen, V De Leo & M Mizzi
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 

                                                                                                                               MONEY COUNTERS       03/12/2018        L De Marco & S Dakin
                                               10/12/2018       J Kearney & E Bartlett
YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            RECENTLY DECEASED  
Merlyn MYERS (mother of Jeanne Frangiosa), Barbara TAMNY, Margaret GRECH, Mary GAUCI, 
Gino IPPOLITI, Rosa RAIMONDO (d. Rec. Sicilia Italia)
ANNIVERSARIES & SPECIAL MEMORIES    
Anna SALTALAMACCHIA, Fr Victor BONELLO OFMConv., 
Eva ESPOSITO,Antonietta SBARAGLIA Natalina PANUCCIO, 

Angelo, Pietro & Carmela NARDOZZA, Umberto & Maria SILEO, Nicola & Giuseppe GIOSIO,

Antonio FERRARI, Tommaso DAFFINA’, Gina DI DONATO, Sam TOLANI, 

Giovanni & Antonia TABACCO, Mario & Domenico FORGIONE 

ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
   SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest            WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                          Mb: 0431 643 674
    Sat  6.00pm - English
            Sr Estelita Manabo-Pastoral Associate
  Mon.  9.10am Comm. Service 
    Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
              Mrs  Maria Barnes  -School Principal
  Tue. 10.00am Italian
    Sun. 10.30am – English
              Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
  Wed. 9.10am - English

        
  Thur. 9.10am - English
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    Maltese Mass  
  
  Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

    1st Saturday of the Month 6.00pm
  Sat. 8.30am - English
  Sat. 8.30am-English

    Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
  Reconciliation: Sat. 10.30am
    Marriages - By Appointment
                                                                                                                      
   1st Sunday of Advent,  Year  C                                                                2   December,   2018                                                      
	Taking up a challenge
Over the centuries there have been terrible disasters that to the people of the time would have seemed like signs of the apocalypse.  There was the Black Death in the 14th Century that killed 50 million people in Europe or some 60 percent of the population; the First World War followed by the influenza epidemic; and the destruction wrought by the Second World War.
When we hear Our Lord in Luke’s Gospel warning of “signs in the sun and moon and stars; on earth nations in agony … people dying of fear as they await what menaces the world,” we may think of the threat of nuclear war, followed by a long nuclear winter destroying most life on earth.
Or perhaps we recall the warnings of scientists, echoed by Pope Francis in his document Laudato Si”, about the imminent catastrophe from global warming and climate change.  This is no longer science fiction.  As many farmers know, we are facing longer droughts, more severe flooding, more extreme weather events and fiercer storms.  Rising sea levels will displace hundreds of millions of people from low-lying areas, including the major river deltas which produce much of the world’s food.
Jesus knew nothing about these frightening new threats to life on earth.  But he knew a lot about the trauma and tragedy that had occurred in Jewish history over hundreds of years, and he knew what his followers would encounter.  Despite all this anguish, curiously Jesus’ message is one of incredible hope, not of despair, Jesus says to stand tall and confidently when the Son of Man comes “with power and great majesty”, since our “liberation is near at hand.”  We can barely imagine what this mysterious “liberation” implies as the Reign of God transforms the universe.

Neither Jesus nor Luke are claiming to be futurologists, forecasting the future.  Rather, they are affirming hope in the promises of God to guide our lives.  We have here no lasting home; our lives are preparing us to be welcomed into our home in heaven, delighting in the intimacy of God’s presence.
Jesus urges his disciples to stay awake and pray “for the strength to survive all that is going to happen.”

Jesus is not handing out free tickets for an easy ride to heaven.  He is warning of the need for courage when his followers face threats of death and persecution, as do Christians in parts of the world today.

While warning the disciples against backsliding, Jesus is not telling them to withdraw from the challenges of life.  He urges them not to let “your hearts be coarsened with debauchery and drunkenness and the cares of life.”  As St Paul wrote to the Thessalonians, may the Lord increase “your love and make you love one another and the whole human race as much as we love you.”  Today the words “the whole human race” take on new meaning as we face great and new challenges.
                                                                                                                                Brian Duncan CSsR  
                                                   


	ADVENT A SEASON OF NEW BEGINNINGS, LONGING AND LIGHT
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This is the reflecting theme for Advent that our Liturgy Team has chosen. The four candles of the Advent Wreath are symbols of HOPE (Prophet’s Candle), FAITH (Bethlehem Candle), JOY (Shepherd’s Candle) and PEACE (Angel’s Candle). Advent is a time set aside to stop and reflect in a special way on how Christ comes into our life. Advent directs us to the birth of Christ in Bethlehem and our faith is founded on one clear fact that in the birth of Jesus Christ, God came into the world as a human being. Advent directs our attention to Christ’s coming in our everyday life. He comes when we least expect him: in the awkward person we have to deal with; when we are feeling unwell and are tired with the difficulties of life. Our daily prayer helps us to prepare for those moments. In Advent we are welcoming a God who has been as close to us as God is in our celebration of the Eucharist, a God with whom we have been in such close communion that we have learned to see the world through God’s eyes. As we start the Advent season may we experience the longing for  the coming of Christ in our hearts.




BAPTISMS

Congratulations to Adaline Schipano child of David and Belinda, Genevieve McLeod child of Christopher and Rachael, who will be baptised this weekend.  We welcome them into our parish community and assure the families of our prayerful best wishes on this happy occasion.
FUNERAL

Rosary for Barbara Tamney will be recited on Wednesday 5 December at 10.30am followed by Funeral Mass.

HOLDING THE LIGHT: 2nd DECEMBER 2018
A service to remember those impacted by domestic violence: All are cordially invited to an ecumenical service to remember the women and children who have been killed this year and for survivors of domestic and relationship violence. Holding the Light, will be held at St Peter's Anglican Church, 315 Gisborne Street, East Melbourne, on Sunday 2 December 2018, from 2.30pm - 3.30pm, followed by afternoon tea.
FEASTS

Monday 3 December – St Francis Xavier

Friday 7 December – St Ambrose

Saturday 8 December– Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
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FESTA DELL’IMMACOLATA CONCEZIONE

Siete cordialmente invitati nella casa di Antonietta e Remo Filippone, 8 Morris Street, Reservoir.  Sabato 8 Dicembre, per la celebrazione dell’Immacolata Concezione con la recita del S. Rosario, Fiaccolata e S. Messa, alle ore 7.30pm in Italiano & Inglese.    Un caloroso benvenuto a tutti parrocchiani e amici.

FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

You are cordially invited at the home of Antonietta and Remo Filippone, 8 Morris Street, Reservoir. Saturday 8 December to celebrate the Feast of the Immaculate Conception with Mass, Rosary and Procession at 7.30pm In English & Italian.  A warm welcome to all parishioners and friends. 




FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
& BLESSING OF THE EAST TIMORESE ORATORY
Saturday 8 December, 2.00pm.  All Nations Marian Centre, 15 Flanagans Drive, Bacchus Marsh. Join us in celebrating the Feast of the Immaculate Conception and dedication and blessing of the East Timorese Oratory ‘The Immaculata’, which includes a Rosary Procession starting from the ‘Immaculate Conception’ (Maltese) Oratory. Holy Mass and Benediction will be led by His Grace Archbishop Emeritus Denis J Hart DD and other members of the clergy.
NINE DAY DAWN MASS (SIMBANG GABI) st lukes church lalor
Everyone’s Welcome… 9 day Dawn Mass (Simbang Gabi) - Mass starts at 5.00am from 16 December – 24 December 2018.  St Lukes Church 1A David St, Lalor   Vic   3075.  

Details: Parish Office 9465 2180, Fr Luciano – 0411 206 858, Fr Emilio – 0418 991 543.

FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION: FESTA DELLA MADONNA 
Sunday 9 December, 1.45pm. St Monica’s Church, 820 Mount Alexander Road, Moonee Ponds. The Italian Prayer Group of St Monica’s parish invites all parishioners, both local and from across Melbourne, to attend the celebrations of the Festa Della Madonna. The novena commenced on Friday 30 November in the Symons Centre next to the church and will culminate with a Festa (festival) commencing at 1.45pm on Sunday 9 December. There will be food, drinks, cakes and sweets, with music provided by the Bellini Band. All are invited to attend to mark this very special day of the liturgical calendar. Details: Franco Priscoglio on 0407 832 564
PLENARY COUNCIL 2020: WHAT IS GOD ASKING OF US IN AUSTRALIA AT THIS TIME?

 Have your say by Wednesday 6 March, 2019   Details: http://www.cam.org.au/plenary/
ADVENT SEASON REFLECTION - SATURDAYS 8, 15 AND 22 DECEMBER, 9.30AM–5PM
St Joseph’s Home, 112B St Georges Road, Northcote

The Little Sisters of the Poor in Northcote will host four days of reflection over the Advent Season, guided by Fr Edward Moloney from the Corpus Christi Seminary, Melbourne. The reflection days are for single Catholic women aged 18 to 35 who desire to enrich their spiritual growth during the Advent Season. These days will include Spiritual talks, Eucharistic Adoration, Holy Mass, Sacrament of Reconciliation, and time for personal and communal prayers.  Enquiries: Sr Mary Lourdes on 9489 8444 or Admin1.mel@lsp.org.au
	FROM THE POPE’S TWITTER

· This week the Church invites us to ask ourselves: what state do I want the Lord to find me in when He calls?
· Let us ask the Lord for the grace of being generous, so that our hearts may be opened and we may become kinder.
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· None of us can survive without mercy. We all have need for forgiveness.
· While the great ones of the Earth build themselves ‘thrones’ for their own power, God chooses an uncomfortable throne, the cross, from which to reign by giving his life.


