
 As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land

FIRST READING    Isaiah 35:1-6.10
God himself will come and save us.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	Lord, come and save us.

	Vieni, Signore, a salvarci.


SECOND READING     James  5:7-10
You also must be patient; do not lose heart, the Lord’s coming will be soon.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia!
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; he sent me to bring Good News to the poor.   Alleluia!

	Alleluia, alleluia.
Lo Spirito del Signore e’ sopra di me, mi ha mandato a portare ai poveri il lieto annucio!.   Alleluia!


GOSPEL Matthew 11:2-11
Are you the one who is to come, or must we wait for someone else.
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
1st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$817.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$325.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$379.00
LECTORS - THIS WEEK   15/12/2013
SPECIAL MINISTERS

6.00pm (SAT) – 
E Saliba & N Ziino
S Dakin & Mizzi
9.00am (SUN) – 
 M Crupi & G Tempone 
L Catena, A DiRico & G Barbaro
10.30am (SUN) – J & J Kearney
L DeMarco, A Filippone & J Iaria
LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  22/12/2013
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
6.00pm (SAT)  - 
E Krygger & B Nadenbousch
E Saliba & J Pullicino
9.00am (SUN) – G Calvi & R Fato
T Forte, G Clavi & R Mercuri
10.30am (SUN) – L Conte & C Antonio
J & J Kearney & R Iuele
MONEY COUNTERS      16/12/2013         A Sinopoli, F Nardozza, I Manini & R Comito
                                              23/12/2013        E Claridge, F Carabott & G Canavan
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING 
RECENTLY DECEASED  
Jane CAMILLERI
ANNIVERSARIES   
Giovanni SCIOLA, Paola & Primo PRECOMA, Gina DI DONATO, Giovanni MONDELLO,
Salvatore & Anna Maria FISCARELLI, Caterina CURRA, Gennaro & Teresa FALVO, 

Angelina VILLELLA, Giuseppe & Mari BASILE, Ottavio BRANCATELLA, Antonio PISTONE,
Antonio & Francesco SANTOPIETRO, Pasquale & Giuseppe TIMPANO, Pasquale CAMPISI
Domenico MAMMONE, Maria- Grazia MURDICA, Francesco, Angelo, Luigi & Assunta SPARANO
Mark Christopher SPITERI, Lorenzo & Rachele PACELLA, Elizabeth PHAM
Giovanni, Carmine & Salvatore PACELLA, Pasquale & Laura MARIANI, 

Domenico & Rosina SOLEA,Rosina SOLEA, Caterina & Rosina SALATINO
Antonio & Teresa RISOLI, Rosina BRUNO, Antonio ALBERTI, Domenico & Carmela DIGIGLIO,
John, Manuela, Charlie, Joseph & Tina FABRI, Nina TONNA, Maggie ZAMIT
Nazareno, Eduard, Carmena, Carmelo, Stella & Verginia GRECH
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                   79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                 Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832    Mb: 0431 643 674 
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                       www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
   SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest
  WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:
    Sat  6.00pm - English
            Sr Estelita Manabo-Pastoral Associate
  Mon.  9.10am Comm. Service 
    Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
             Mr Peter Chowne -School Principal
  Tue. 10.00am Italian
    Sun. 10.30am – English
              Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
  Wed. 9.10am - English

        
  Thur. 9.10am - English
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    Maltese Mass  
  
  Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

    1st Saturday of the Month 6.00pm
  Sat. 8.30am - English
  Sat. 8.30am-English

    Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
  Reconciliation: Sat. 10.30am
    Marriages - By Appointment
                                                                                                                      
    3rd Sunday of Advent, Year A                                                                15  December,  2013    
	Witness to What? 
Today’s gospel gives important insights into the mission of Jesus, the mission of John the Baptist, and the Kingdom of God as Jesus proclaimed it.
When Jesus was asked by John’s followers whether he was the Messiah, the one “who is to come”, he does not respond with a long list saying what he has done.  Rather, he tells his questioners to report back to John what they hear and see.  What is important is not what others or we ourselves say we have done, or are doing, but our actions.  For they speak for themselves, especially when they are not for our own gain or to seek notoriety for ourselves.  What we are directed to do is to assist the most vulnerable, and to assist those who do not have the means to help themselves, or even, to speak for themselves.  We never read that Jesus sought out the rich and powerful.  His concern is for the poor, the blind, the lame – all who suffer.  If we are true disciples of Jesus today, what should be at the heart of our own mission?  What and Who drives us?  These questions are particularly pertinent today in discussing, for example our duties to asylum seekers.  In such issues, who do we listen to?  Whose interests do we serve?  There is a lot be learnt from the mission of John the Baptist, especially as Jesus himself described it.  When Jesus speaks to the crowds about John, we learn that John is a ‘tough’ guy.  He does not dress in “soft robes” and is not to be found in “royal places”.  Rather, John the Baptist is to be found in the wilderness; he is more than a prophet, he is a messenger, and “among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist”.
To whom, then, do we witness?  Where is it that we witness?  Is our witness confined to places of comfort or does it at times, call for discomfort – to be out of our comfort zone as we say?   Again it is not what we say about our witness; it is about how and where we give witness.

The final sentence in the passage perhaps yields the greatest insight, “yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”  This is even despite all that John has done, and the vital nature of his message and witness.  Given too that no one has risen to greater heights than John, he is still not greater than anyone in the kingdom.  In fact he is the least.  The kingdom is not for those in power.  It is not for those who seek power or glory.  It is not for those who take comfortable, cosy, power-driven options.  It seems here that all of us need to look deeply into ourselves and to discern that which inspires us.  As we journey deeper into Advent and reflect on the meaning of the coming of Jesus among us we ask, how do we envision the kingdom of heaven?  How are we assisting in creating that new sense of God’s reign in the here and now?  What is our witness?  What is our mission?




BAPTISM 
Congratulations to Marcus Nicolazzo child of Mario and Connie, who will be baptised this weekend.  We welcome him into our parish community and assure the family of our prayerful best wishes on this happy occasion.
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION
Congratulations to Christian Gravina, Angelica Greco, Tyrah Jade Hanley, Rafael Andrez Pasion, and Daniel Venturi who during the 10.30am mass will receive the Eucharist for the first time.  Thanks to Sr. Estelita who looked after them during the year teaching them and preparing them for the Sacraments of Reconciliation and Communion.  Thanks also to the support of their parents.  We wish blessings to these children so that together with their families they continue to grow in faith and in the love of Jesus Christ.

ITALIAN LADIES

Martedi 17 Dicembre tempo di Avvento ci sara’ preghiera e riflessione in cappella ore 9.10am.  Seguita alle 10.00am Messa di ringraziamento. Dopo la Santa Messa vi aspettiamo numerosi con i vostri nipotini per l’arrivo di Babbo Natale,  

MEMORIAL MASSES

Monday 16 December 7.30pm – Domenico Molinaro (1mth)

Tuesday 17 December 7.30pm – Maria Cutugno (1mth)

Thursday 19 December 7.30pm – Gennaro Nicolazzo (1mth)

Saturday 21 December 6.pm –  Michele Nicolazzo (1 mth)

                                                - Carmela Buhagiar (1 yr)

CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE

Please take a star from the Christmas Giving Tree and bring a gift to those in need and place it near the tree.

FR STAN FORTUNA CFR – MUSICAL ARTIST
Father Stan Fortuna, C.F.R, is a Catholic priest notable for his evangelical musical contributions of various genres, primarily Catholic-based jazz and hip hop.

Date: Saturday 1 March 2014

Time: 6.30pm, Venue: St Mary Mackillop church, 152 Odessa Avenue   Keilor Downs.

Tickets: $25 Donation

For tickets email: Flametrain7@hotmail.com or Ph: 0415 957 123 or 0435 718 157
SACRED HEART PARISH, PRESTON CENTENARY.  

Sacred Heart, Preston will celebrate 100 years in 2014.  The parish's Centenary Committee is looking for old photos, articles and general memorabilia that might be useful for their centenary publication.  If you have anything of "Old Preston," please email preston@cam.org.au, or post to The Secretary, PO Box 1614, Preston South, 3072. 
TYPHOON HAIYAN AID RESPONSE

Super Typhoon Haiyan, one of the strongest storms to ever make landfall, has caused widespread devastation in the Philippines and caused significant damage in Vietnam and China. Millions of people are now in need of emergency aid relief in the Philippines. Caritas Australia is responding to the disaster with our partners prioritising emergency shelter, water and sanitation, household relief items (blankets, kitchen items), potable water and toilets. 

Give generously to the Caritas Australia Typhoon Haiyan Appeal. 

To donate: Call the Melbourne Office (03) 9926 5706 or 1800 024 413, donate online at www.caritas.org.au or send your donation to Cardinal Knox Centre, 383 Albert Street, East Melbourne 3002 or GPO Box 9830 in your Capital City.
	CHRISTMAS TIME TABLE

WEDNESDAY  18th  DECEMBER 2013

7.30pm. General Penitential Reconciliation Ceremony

FRIDAY  20th  DECEMBER 2013
Working Bee 8.00am – 12.30pm.  Lunch will be provided.  Please come along and help us do some cleaning in and around the Church to prepare for Christmas.

TUESDAY  24th  DECEMBER 2013  CHRISTMAS EVE

6.30pm. Individual Confessions

7.00pm. Christmas Eve Family Mass

11.30pm Carols singing followed by the Midnight Mass.

WEDNESDAY  25th  DECEMBER – 2013  CHRISTMAS DAY

9.00am Mass in Italian

10.30am Mass in English

THURSDAY 26th  DECEMBER 2013 BOXING DAY

There will not be any mass in the morning.  The church will remain closed.
SUNDAY 29th  DECEMBER 2013:  FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY

Mass times as normal weekend: 
Saturday 6.00pm, Sunday 9.00am (Italian), 10.30am (English).

WEDNESDAY 1st  JANUARY 2014  NEW YEAR’S DAY

Mass times: 10.00am in Italian, 11.00am in English.

THURSDAY 2nd  JANUARY 2014  NEW YEAR’S DAY

There will not be any mass in the morning.  The church will remain closed.

Special times for Individual Confessions during the week before Christmas

(Orario speciale per le Confessioni  individuali durante la settiman prima del Natale)

Tuesday (Martedi’)            17.12.2013, 9.30am

Wednesday (Mercoledi’)    18.12.2013, 9.30am

Thursday (Giovedi’)           19.12.2013, 9.30am 

Friday ( Venerdi’)               20.12.2013, 9.30am 

Saturday (Sabato)               21.12.2013, 10.30am

Tuesday (Martedi’)             24.12.2013, 6.30pm

MONDAYS COMMUNION SERVICE

Please note that there will not be any Monday Communion Service between Monday 23rd December 2013 and Monday 27th January 2014.  Mondays Communion Service will start again on Monday 3rd February 2014.  Thanks to the ministers who lead communion services on Monday and other times when the priest is not available.



