As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING   Isaiah     7:10-14
The virgin will conceive.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	Let the Lord enter; he is king of glory.

	Ecco, viene il Signore, re della gloria.



SECOND READING     Romans   1:1-7
Jesus Christ, a descendant of David, is the Son of God. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia!
The virgin will give birth to a son; his name will be Emmanuel: God –is-with-us.  Alleluia!

	Alleluia, alleluia
Ecco la vergine concepira’ e dara’ alla luce un figlio: a lui sara’ dato il nome di Emmanuele: Dio con noi.   Alleluia. 
  


GOSPEL  Matthew   1:18-24
Jesus was born of Mary, the betrothed of Joseph, a son of David.       
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$456.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$303.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$219.00     
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS
LECTORS - THIS WEEK   18/12/2022
SPECIAL MINISTERS


5.30pm (SAT) – 
E Krygger
S Dakin &  B Nadenbousch
9.00am (SUN) –  L Calafiore & P Sparano
M Forte, T Forte & R Alberti
10.30am (SUN) – V De Leo
B Clark-Loh & G Caruana
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  25/12/2022
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
5.30pm- (Selected)
(Selected)
9.00am- C Brunetti & G Barbaro
F Pascuzzi, O Strangis & L Calafiore
10.30am- (Selected)
(Selected)

    



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            RECENTLY DECEASED  
Nicola Gerardo NICEFORO, Vita PISTONE, Cathy MAY, Doris BORG, Fr Joseph HYNAN
ANNIVERSARIES & SPECIAL MEMORIES   
Susan DE PETRO, Michele VALENTINO, Raffaele SIRIANNI, Francesco & Maria SALVATORE,
Robert ROSANO, Giuseppe & Angelina TODARO, John, Luigi & Cristina PASCUZZI, 

Nadia DI BATISTA, Maria & Giovanni MONDELLO, Ermes PAOLINI, 

Gina & Antonio MONDELLO, Giovanni, Angelina & Michael BUTERA, 
Lorenzo & Rachele PACELLA, Pasquale & Laura MARIANI, Carmela BUHAGIAR, 

FELICE TARANTO, Libero, Francesco & Antonio SANTOPIETRO, Elda ADDONA, 

Pasquale TIMPANO, Mariagrazia MURDICA, Giuseppe & Domenico MAMMONE, Rosa PRECOMA,
Giuseppe NICASTRO, Michele GIGLIOTTI, Enza PINO

ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
   SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest            WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                          Mb: 0431 643 674
    Sat  5.30pm - English
              Mrs Maria Barnes – School Principal
 
    Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
              Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
  Tue. 10.00am Italian
    Sun. 10.30am – English
             
  Wed. 9.10am - English

        
  Thur. 9.10am - English
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    Maltese Mass  
  
  Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

    1st Saturday of the Month 5.30pm
  
  Sat. 8.30am-English

    Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
 Reconciliation:  
    Marriages – by Appointment                                                                                (Individual  Confessions)                                              


                                                                                       Sat. 5.00pm  or by Appointment                            
   4th Sunday of Advent    Year  A                                                                18   December,   2022                                                                                                                           
	[image: image2.jpg]AN



Little fanfare for jesus’ birth  
When there is a major announcement of a forthcoming event, it is usually accompanied by a media statement and even a press conference. Sometimes social media influencers are also invited to create some excitement and “buzz” around the announcement. Companies like Apple, Tesla and Boeing spend millions of dollars to launch their latest products worldwide. 

Similarly, when a famous celebrity couple welcomes a new addition to the family, it’s all over the news services and social media, sometimes for days on end. It’s like no other news is worthy of airtime. 

However, when God chose human form in Bethlehem, there was no spectacular announcement. There were no bells and whistles, no fireworks. In fact, there was nothing but a bright star that attracted little attention except for a few wise men who travelled from the east. The birth of Jesus probably didn’t attract much interest outside the immediate families of Joseph and Mary, probably to spare Mary embarrassment such was the unusual nature of the baby’s arrival. 

The biggest event the universe has witnessed had taken place with little fanfare. In the scheme of things, this was even bigger than the creation of the universe itself. Even the universe must have ‘held its breath’. 

That speaks of God preferring to work quietly, unseen and unnoticed. Choosing to be like many of us who work quietly in our offices, schools, our homes. 

For many people, our lives are simple and uneventful. Nothing spectacular happens and little that would warrant much outside attention. But it is in that simple, uneventful and unspectacular ‘living’ that God comes as one of us in order to bring us all closer to God. That’s what happened to Joseph and Mary and that same invitation is also open to everyone. That’s the underlying meaning of the name Emmanuel, “God is with us”. That God wants to be with us in the very ordinariness of our lives. 

The world today can sometimes be loud, vulgar and crass which is opposite to God coming to us in a quiet, ordinary way as a normal man. That’s why the angel said to Joseph that there is no need to be afraid because God will come to be his son just like any ordinary boy. 

Big announcements and even big events will come, and they will go. Prominent companies and famous people will come and eventually be confined to the history books, but God is the one constant. Perhaps it is not us who waits for God, but God with loving patience who waits for us. We need to realise that God is amongst us now in our everyday, mundane lives and will be with us for all eternity. 

                                                                                                                                                      Mark Chia CSsR 


	CHRISTMAS 2022
On the Fourth Sunday of Advent (Year A) we read St. Matthew’s Gospel story of the birth of Jesus which gives focus on St. Joseph (our patron saint), who in the midst of some concerns was called not to be afraid but to be ready to take Mary as his wife and welcome Jesus. The gospel refers to the Isaiah’s prophecy that “the virgin will conceive and give birth to a son and they will call him Emmanuel, a name which means ‘God is with us.’ And this ‘God with us: Jesus’ “is the one who is to bring salvation for his people”. His people are all those who accept Jesus; through him God is with us all. Jesus is a gift of love and hope for the world. Advent is a call to welcome Jesus. As a parish community, as we welcome and accept God’s coming to us with the feast of Christmas, may we, like Mary and Joseph, continue to cooperate with God in bringing the news of great joy to every person through our prayers, kindness and responsible Christian living. May we continue to live out the values of patience, perseverance and hope. Thanks to so many people who help in the parish through the variety of ministries, being part of a group and many other things.  Thanks to anyone else who has been involved in the parish ministry and activities during the year. Special thanks to all for taking the responsible precautions against the still existing concerns of the transmissions of the corona-virus. Thanks also to St. Joseph the Worker School’s staff, teachers, parents, families and students. 

May we all: Parishioners and school community continue with dedication to live out well, our Parish Motto: “Let us work together”. - Best wishes and Christmas Blessings to everyone: Parishioners, School Community and friends. 

 From the Parish Team:

Fr. Manny (Parish Priest), Maria (School Principal) and Liz (Parish Secretary).
0
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Happy Christmas and Happy New Year
                                  Buon Natale e Buon Anno Nuovo

                                                              Il-Milied it-Tajjeb u s-Sena t-Tajba



COVID SAFE PRACTICES

· As we come in Church, we are asked to be aware of some good practice against the transmission of the Corona-virus. 
· Please sanitise your hands as you enter the church and on the way before receiving Communion as well as on the way out of the Church. Hand Sanitiser Bottles are available at the entrances of the Church and at a seat as you walk to receive communion.  Please receive Communion only on the Hand.
· Masks are not compulsory but recommended. You may wish to wear it or not. Ministers of Communion should wear a mask while distributing communion. 
· THANKS to all those who have been and continue to be of great help to keep following well the required measures of Covid-19. 
MASS ON C31 (d.44)  
For those unable to attend church due to illness or other reasons there is an opportunity to follow the 11.00am Sunday Mass from St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Melbourne, which is broadcast live on the TV station C31 Melbourne, which is channel 44 on digital TV.

CONTINUING APPEALS: 

FLOOD APPEAL – SOCIETY OF ST VINCENT DE PAUL  

Contributions can be made by:   1. Calling 13 18 12  

visit https://donate.vinnies.org.au/appeals-vic/vinnies-vic-flood-appeal-2022.  

Or donate Vinnies Shops; or purchase a token via local IGA. 
CARITAS AUSTRALIA – UKRAINE EMERGENCY APPEAL
Online: https://www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/ukraine/
Phone: 1800 024 413
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CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR’S 
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TIME TABLE

WEDNESDAY  21  DECEMBER  - 2022

7.00pm. General Reconciliation Ceremony

SATURDAY 24  DECEMBER – 2022  CHRISTMAS EVE

5.30pm Christmas Eve Family Mass
After mass Father Christmas will be in the Narthex giving bags of lollies.
Please note that due to Covid 19 concerns there will only be one Mass on Christmas Eve (5.30pm) and there will not be Midnight Mass.
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SUNDAY  25  DECEMBER  - 2022   CHRISTMAS DAY

9.00am Mass in Italian

10.30am Mass in English

SATURDAY  31  DECEMBER 2022  -  NEW YEAR’S EVE 
5.30pm Mass
SUNDAY   1  JANUARY  2023   -  NEW YEAR’S DAY

Mass times as normal Sunday: 9.00am (Italian) 10.30am (English)

Special times for Individual Confessions during the week before Christmas

(Orario speciale per le Confessioni  individuali durante la settimana prima del Natale)

[image: image7.jpg]


Tuesday (Martedi’)  20/12/2022  9.30am  -  Wednesday (Mercoledi’) 21/12/2022  9.30am           

Thursday (Giovedi)  22/12/2022  9.30am  -  Friday (Venerdi’)  23/12/2022   9.30am           

Saturday (Sabato)    24/12/2022   5.00pm  




FOR A SYNODAL CHURCH: COMMUNION, PARTICIPATION AND MISSION 

[image: image8.png]


PRAYER FOR THE SYNOD: Adsumus Sancte Spiritus
We stand before You, Holy Spirit, as we gather together in Your name. With You alone to guide us, make Yourself at home in our hearts; Teach us the way we must go and how we are to pursue it. We are weak and sinful; do not let us promote disorder. Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path nor partiality influence our actions. Let us find in You our unity so that we may journey together to eternal life and not stray from the way of truth and what is right. All this we ask of You, who are at work in every place and time, in the communion of the Father and the Son, forever and ever. Amen. For general information visit
                                         www.synod.va
PLEASE NOTE
THIS IS THE LAST PARISH BULLETIN FOR THIS YEAR 2022.  NEXT ONE WILL BE ON SUNSAY 5 FEBRUARY 2023

ADVENT GIVING TREE

During the Advent season, we invite parishioners to help people in need only by donating money in the box near the Crib and the Christmas Tree.  Thank you.

	The Parish of St Joseph the Worker, North Reservoir and the Diocese of Melbourne are committed to the care, wellbeing and protection of children, young people and vulnerable people in our communit


