As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING  Ecclesiasitcus    27:4-7
Do not praise someone before they have spoken.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	Lord, it is good to give thanks to you.

	E’ bello rendere grazie al Signore!



SECOND READING     Corinthians   15:54-58
Victory has been given to us through Jesus Christ.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia!
Shine on the world like bright stars; you are offering it the word of life.   Alleluia!

	Alleluia, alleluia.  

Risplendete come astri nel mondo, tenendo salda la parola di vita.  Alleluia!


GOSPEL  Luke   6:39-45
A person speaks from what is in his heart.                    
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
1st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$512.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$281.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$280.00
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS
LECTORS - THIS WEEK  03/03/2019
SPECIAL MINISTERS

6.00pm (SAT) – MALTESE MASS (Selected)
MALTESE MASS (Selected)
9.00am (SUN) –  G Barbaro & L Calafiore
P Sparano, R Pino, L Cavedon & F Multari
10.30am (SUN) – J Iaria & E Thompson
B Clark-Loh, R Iuele, L De Marco & J Frangiosa
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  10/03/2019
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
6.00pm (SAT)  N Ziino & D Pullicino
P Nguyen & M Mizzi
9.00am (SUN) – F Multari & C Brunetti
D Biasibetti, S Lobartolo, P Leggiero & L Calafiore
10.30am (SUN) – L Conte & R Covello
A & R Gatto, A Filippone & S Rottura
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                            MONEY COUNTERS       04/03/2019      L De Marco & S Dakin
                                               11/03/2018     E Bartlett
YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            RECENTLY DECEASED  
Giuseppe GIGLIUTO, Daryl KENNAN, Doris GRIXTI (R. Dec. Malta)
ANNIVERSARIES & SPECIAL MEMORIES  
Fr Andrew CAMILLERI, Paolo LAMESA,  Stanislawa MILUSINSKA, Irma COVELLO, 
Vincenzo & Anna Maria DE LUISE, Gina DI DONATO, Johnny FORTE, Agata & Francesco DE RANGO, 
Luigi CAVEDON, Tina TANCREDI, Felice TARANTO, Giovanni INZITARI
Maria DE SPIRT, Benedetta BARBUTO
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
   SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest            WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                          Mb: 0431 643 674
    Sat  6.00pm - English
            Sr Estelita Manabo-Pastoral Associate
  Mon.  9.10am Comm. Service 
    Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
              Mrs  Maria Barnes  -School Principal
  Tue. 10.00am Italian
    Sun. 10.30am – English
              Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
  Wed. 9.10am - English

        
  Thur. 9.10am - English
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    Maltese Mass  
  
  Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

    1st Saturday of the Month 6.00pm
  Sat. 8.30am - English
  Sat. 8.30am-English

    Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
  Reconciliation: Sat. 10.30am
    Marriages - By Appointment
                                                                                                                      
   8th Sunday in Ordinary Time,  Year  C                                                   3   March,   2019                                                      
	Playing the blame game
Jesus confronts a very human reading, namely, the tendency to notice the failings of others while being blind to our own:  “Why do you observe the splinter in your brother’s eye and never notice the plank in your own?”  The solution is also clearly stated by Jesus:  “Take the plank out of your own eye first, and then you will see clearly enough to take out the splinter in your brother’s eye!”
This related to what is sometimes called the “scapegoat syndrome”, that is the even more insidious way humans place all responsibility for the world’s ills onto others without taking any personal responsibility.  On a global scale this is expressed in terms of racism whether directed to Jews, Arabs, Muslims, Africans, Asians, Indigenous people or others.  The anti-Semitic attitudes of Nazis (and neo-Nazis) is a particular case in point resulting, as we know, with the extermination of millions of Jews.  The scapegoat syndrome is also alive and well in the theatre of Australian politics: it is always the ‘other’ political party rather than one’s own that is attempting to destroy the Australian economy, ignore people’s real needs and, if in government, will surely destroy our entire Australian way-of-life!
The scapegoating technique also works well in families, offices and market-place- just about anywhere human beings find themselves!  When things go wrong, how quick we can be to name the ‘other’, the culprit rather than admit our own actions, attitudes and behaviours might have something to do with the negative state of affairs.  This is not to deny the reality that, sometimes, other people are to blame.  But today Jesus is having us focus on the many more times we judge others while being blind to our own failings.  Significant among Jesus’ miracles is the healing of blindness.  Mark’s account of Jesus’ curing the blind man at Bethsaida is revealing in the way the process takes time.  At first, the blind man sees, but only partially:  “I see men walking around like trees”. 

It is only when Jesus touches his eyes again that the man sees everything clearly {Mark 8: 22-26}.   Curing spiritual blindness is also a process that takes time, effort and God’s grace.   Yet, as with any disease, we must recognize the condition and want to be healed.  There are still too many Australians refusing to admit our political policies and human attitudes to migrants and refugees are, in part, scapegoating mechanisms.  We also have to reckon with our history which advocated a “White Australia Policy” and treated our Indigenous peoples so poorly.  We must stop the blame-game if we are to move towards genuine reconciliation and human goodness.

Jesus’ other statement about the sound tree producing good fruit, and the rotten tree bad fruit, is compelling.  We are called to ongoing conversion if we are to be cured of our own blindness and open our hearts to people who are ‘other’ and ‘different’ to ourselves.
                                                                                                                                 Gerard Hall SM                                                                                                                                      
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                 ASH WEDNESDAY 
Wednesday 6 March 2019 is Ash Wednesday, the beginning of Lent.

Mass times for that day, with the blessing and distribution of ashes, 

Morning Mass at 9.10am with the participation of the School Children  

Evening  Mass at 7.00pm




VIA CRUCIS – STATIONS OF THE CROSS PRAYERS

Every Friday during Lent starting from this Friday 8 March there will be Station of the Cross Prayers (English and Italian) at 7.00pm.

FUNERAL
Rosary for Giuseppe Gigliuto will be recited on Tuesday 5 March at 11.30am followed by Funeral Mass.

MEMORIAL MASSES
Monday 4 March 7.00pm – Irma Covello  (1 mth)

Tuesday 5 March 7.00pm – Anna Maria De Luise (1mth)

Friday 8 March 7.30pm – Paolo Lamesa (1 yr)

Sunday 10 March 9.00am – Benedetta Barburto (1yr)
                            10.30am- Maria De Spirt (1yr)
ITALIAN COMMITTEE

Martedi 5 Marzo riunione del comitato Italiano ore 9.00am in Cappella.  Seguita Santa Messa ore 10.00am.

CLOSE AND CONCRETE: POPE FRANCIS EVANGELISING IN A WORLD OF FLUX
Thursday 21 March, 5–6.30pm   The Oratory, Newman College, 887 Swanston Street, Parkville

A Helder Camara Lecture hosted by Dr Austen Ivereigh (noted UK Catholic writer and biographer of Pope Francis) with a response by Cardinal Oscar Rodriguez SDB of Honduras, Coordinator of Pope Francis’ C9 group for the Reform of the Church.  Enquiries: Br Mark O’Connor at mark.oconnor@marists.org.au 
PLENARY COUNCIL 2020
Have your say by Wednesday 6 March
The Listening and Dialogue stage will close on Ash Wednesday, 6 March. Lent provides an opportunity for prayerful preparation for Easter, and at Pentecost the Listening and Discernment stage of the journey to the Plenary Council 2020 will commence and the national themes for discernment which have emerged from the Listening and Dialogue responses will be announced. Please contact Cathy Jenkins at the Archbishop’s Office for Evangelisation for any enquiries.  More information: http://bit.ly/2019lentresources
LET US PRAY FOR THE SICK LORD MAKE ME AN INSTRUMENT OF YOUR PEACE WHERE THERE IS SUFFERING LET ME BRING HOPE AND WHERE THERE IS SADNESS JOY. 
These words will be displayed by the liturgy team, on the white banner hung on the wall in the Sanctuary near the organ. For this year 2019 this banner will be for us a reminder to pray for the sick and those who care for them as well as supporting one another with courage and strength for an ability to understand the value of our suffering offered to God together with the suffering of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
LENT 2019 THE LORD IS MY LIGHT AND MY SALVATION
The Liturgy team is also putting the other banner on the wall near the baptismal font with the words: LENT 2019 THE LORD IS MY LIGHT AND MY SALVATION. This is taken from the Responsorial Psalm of the Second Sunday of Lent Year C. As we prepare for Easter, these words are for us an inspiration to feel secure in our Lord who is the stronghold of our life. In our Lord we believe and we hope. “Hope in Him, hold firm and take heart. Hope in the Lord”.
	PROJECT COMPASSION
This Sunday is Project Compassion Sunday with the theme for this year: 
GIVE LENT 100%.
Each Year Project Compassion brings together thousands of Australians in schools, parishes and the community to stand in solidarity with the world’s most vulnerable communities, to help end poverty, promote justice and uphold dignity. 
This year’s project compassion showcases the many ways Caritas Australia works around the world with our local partners to offer hope to people most vulnerable to extreme poverty and injustice. Through a holistic approach Caritas is working with communities providing hope for a just and fair world regardless of their ethnicity, political beliefs, gender or religion. We are assisting women, children and men to break free from the cycle of poverty whilst ensuring they are the architects of their own development. As we prepare for the season of Lent, may we shine on the world like bright stars, with hearts full of love and compassion for our one human family. Let our prayer, fasting and almsgiving be fruitful signs of God’s mercy in the world. Project compassion Boxes are available in the Narthex and near the side door. Thank you for your generosity.
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WEDNESDAY




FROM THE POPE’S TWITTER
· If you believe in God you must try to live justly with everyone, according to the golden rule: “Do to others whatever you would have them do to you” (Mt 7,12).
· Religious life consists in loving God with all your heart, and your neighbour as yourself.
More 

· Copy link to Tweet

· Embed Tweet

· God’s love is the only power capable of making all things new.
· Lord, focus our gaze on what is essential, make us strip ourselves of everything that does not help to make the Gospel of Jesus Christ transparent.



