As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING  Samuel  16:1, 6-7, 10-13
In the presence of the Lord God, they anointed David king of Israel.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	The Lord is my shepherd:

there is nothing I shall want.

	Il Signore e’ il mio pastore: non manco di nulla.



SECOND READING     Ephesians 5:8-14
Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!
I am the light of the world, says the Lord;

whoever follows me will have the light of life. 

Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!

	Gloria a te, o Cristo, Verbo di Dio’!  
Io sono la luce del mondo, dice il Signore, chi segue me, avra’ la luce della vita.    
Gloria a te, o Cristo, Verbo di Dio!


GOSPEL  John 9:1-41
The blind man went off and washed himself and came away with his sight restored.                       
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
1st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$707.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$249.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$317.00
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS

LECTORS - THIS WEEK   26/03/2017
SPECIAL MINISTERS

6.00pm (SAT) – 
N Ziino & Sr T Fitzsimmons
M Mizzi & E Krygger
9.00am (SUN) –  G Tempone & F Multari
M Piscioneri, R Mercuri, M Forte & G Tempone
10.30am (SUN) – L Conte & A Valentini
T & T Nguyen, E Bartlett, L De Marco
                                                                                                J Mengolian

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  02/04/2017
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
6.00pm (SAT)  
Maltese Mass (Selceted)
Maltese Mass (Selected)
9.00am (SUN) –  G Calvi & P Sparano

C Alberti, G Calvi, O Strangis & A Sonza
10.30am (SUN) – D Comi & T Nguyen
P Nguyen, D Schembri, V De Leo, M Mizzi
                                                                                                J Frangiosa                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

                                                                                                                                      MONEY COUNTERS       27/03/2017            E Claridge, F Carabott & G Canavan
                                               03/04/2017           S Dakin & L De Marco
YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    RECENTLY DECEASED    
Gaspare CATALANO, Spiro MIFSUD, Maria GIORDANO in FIORENTI (d. Rec. Italy) 

Graziella FISCARELLI (d. Rec. Italy)
ANNIVERSARIES    
Grazia GAETANO, Salvatore MIDIRI, Eileen BROWNE, Gastone MARAZZATO, Teresa RISOLI, 
Giuseppe PETTINATO, Felice TARANTO,  Raffaele SIRIANNI, Franco RETTORE, 

Pasquale VILLELLA, Francesco, Olimpia, Oreste & Franca  DI COLA Domenico & Franca CABBONE, Giuseppe, Concetta, Antonietta, Tomasina & Antonio CIORRA, ,  Idilia & Alfredo BUCCELLA,

Luciano & Armida CALLIGARI
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
   SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest            WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                          Mb: 0431 643 674
    Sat  6.00pm - English
            Sr Estelita Manabo-Pastoral Associate
  Mon.  9.10am Comm. Service 
    Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
              Mrs  Maria Barnes  -School Principal
  Tue. 10.00am Italian
    Sun. 10.30am – English
              Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
  Wed. 9.10am - English

        
  Thur. 9.10am - English
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    Maltese Mass  
  
  Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

    1st Saturday of the Month 6.00pm
  Sat. 8.30am - English
  Sat. 8.30am-English

    Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
  Reconciliation: Sat. 10.30am
    Marriages - By Appointment
                                                                                                                      
   4th   Sunday of  Lent, Year  A                                                                  26  March   2017                                                      
	Opening our eyes
“Hear this, foolish people, you have eyes but do not see,” said the Prophet Jeremiah (5:21).  Or as more popularly expressed:  “There are none so blind as those that cannot see!”   In neither case is it a question of physical blindness, but the blindness that lacks insight, and perhaps the courage, to see reality for what it truly is.
This is the spiritual blindness of those who do not see the presence of God in creation, nor the hand of God in creation, nor the hand of God at work in human history and in their own lives.   This is a blindness which we all share whenever we give into despair or cynicism, thinking that God has deserted our world.

In today’s gospel, Jesus provokes a new way of seeing through the healing of the blind man.  First, Jesus makes it clear, against accepted belief of the day, that physical disability has nothing whatsoever to do with guilt.  Secondly, as the story unfolds, it becomes clear that Jesus’ ministry is not limited to physical healing.  Rather, he seeks to cure people’s more devastating spiritual blindness.  For this reason, he confronts the narrow-minded Pharisees.

A major part of the story tells of the blind man’s healing through various stages beginning with his physical cure and then his growth to full spiritual vision.  He simply describes his healer as “a man called Jesus.”  Next, he recognises Jesus as “a man from God” and a “prophet.”
Finally, he gains fullness of insight and worships Jesus as “Lord.”  This gradual awakening to the true identity of Jesus is the path of Christian discipleship.

At the heart of Christian faith is the belief that Jesus reveals the fullness of God.  The question we need to ask is why God has chosen us to be Christian when there are millions of others, often better people than us, who do not receive this revelation?

There is something of an answer to this in the first reading from the Book of Samuel.  When it is time to choose a king for the people, Samuel suggests one or other of Jesse’s older sons.  The Lord replies that “God does not see as man see” and chooses David, Jesse’s youngest, a poor shepherd boy nobody thinks has much talent, to be king.  Our challenge is to learn to see as God sees or, in Christian understanding, to see through the eyes of Jesus.  For most of us, this is a life-long process of gradual awakening.  May we,  like the blind man in the Gospel story, learn that Jesus is truly ‘Lord’ and ‘God’ who invites us to be his disciples through celebration of the Eucharist and sacraments, by serving Christ in the poor and in loving our neighbour.  May our eyes be opened to experience the divine presence in our lives and throughout all God’s creation.
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PROJECT COMPASSION 2017
With limited support in Vietnam for the education and social inclusion of children with disabilities, young Nguyet lived an isolated life.  Then, through a neighbor, her family became involved with a Caritas-Australia supported program offering her education, creative outlets and community interaction, and strengthening her parents’ skills and support networks.  Now Nguyet’s mother has great hope for her future.
Please donate to Project Compassion 2017 and give children living with disabilities in Vietnam the opportunity for education and inclusion in their community. 

Please pick up a project compassion box available in the Narthex and near the Church side Door.   Thank you. 


ADORAZIONE EUCARISTICA

Martedi 28 Marzo Adorazione Eucaristica ore 9.00am con riflessione e preghiera. Segue S. Messa ore 10.00am. 

BAPTISMS
Congratulations to Evelyn Coles child of Shannon and Michelle, and Lucas Falzon child of Richard and Grace, who will be baptised this weekend.  We welcome them into our parish community and assure the families of our prayerful best wishes on this happy occasion.
BAPTISM PREPARATION

The Baptism Preparation Meeting will be held on Monday  3 April at 7.30pm in the Church.
MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE
The meeting of the maintenance committee will be held this week on Tuesday 28th March 2017 at 8.00pm in the Presbytery.
MALTESE MASS

A reminder that the Maltese Mass will be celebrated next Saturday 1 April at 6.00pm.
WORKING BEE
Please note that our next Working Bee in preparation for Easter will be held on Saturday 8th April 2017 from 8.00am to 12.30pm. Lunch will be provided. Please come and help us at the Working. Thanks to all those helped us in many other Working Bees.
STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Every Friday evening during Lent at 7.00pm in the Church both in English and Italian.
PROGETTO CORELLI: BLUE IN RED
Saturday 1 April, 4.00pm  - St Brigid’s Church, 378 Nicholson Street, Fitzroy North
Progetto Corelli presents the first concert of its 2017 performance season. ‘Blue in Red’ is a dedicated showcase of French and Italian colours of the High Baroque under the beautiful arches of St Brigid's Church.  Join us for this concert of music by Vivaldi, Dornel, Pignolet de Montéclair, Corelli, Telemann and de Boismortier, with violin, recorder, flute, cello and harpsichord.  Cost: Donation

	LIFE IN THE WIDER FAMILY
(From Pope Francis’ Post Synodal Exhortation on Family: “The Joy of Love”)
The nuclear family needs to interact with the wider family made up of parents, aunts and uncles, cousins and even neighbours. This greater family may have members who require assistance, or at least companionship and af​fection, or consolation amid suffering.The individualism so prevalent today can lead to creating small nests of security, where others are perceived as bothersome or a threat. Such isolation, however, cannot offer greater peace or happiness; rather, it straitens the heart of a family and makes its life all the more narrow. 
(Par. 187).

BEING SONS AND DAUGHTERS: First, let us think of our parents. Jesus told the Pharisees that abandoning one’s parents is contrary to God’s law (cf. Mk 7:8-13). We do well to remember that each of us is a son or daughter. “Even if one becomes an adult, or an elderly person, even if one becomes a parent, if one occupies a position of responsibility, under​neath all of this is still the identity of a child. We are all sons and daughters. And this always brings us back to the fact that we did not give ourselves life but that we received it. The great gift of life is the first gift that we received”. (Par. 188).

THE ELDERLY: “Do not cast me off in the time of old age; forsake me not when my strength is spent” (Ps 71:9). This is the plea of the elderly, who fear being forgotten and rejected. Just as God asks us to be his means of hearing the cry of the poor, so too he wants us to hear the cry of the elderly. This represents a challenge to fami​lies and communities, since “the Church cannot and does not want to conform to a mentality of impatience, and much less of indifference and contempt, towards old age. We must reawaken the collective sense of gratitude, of appreciation, of hospitality, which makes the elderly feel like a living part of the community. Our elderly are men and women, fathers and mothers, who came before us on our own road, in our own house, in our daily battle for a worthy life”. Indeed, “how I would like a Church that challenges the throw-away culture by the overflowing joy of a new embrace between young and old!” (Par. 191).
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FROM THE POPE’S TWITTER
· I invite you not to build walls but bridges, to conquer evil with good, offence with forgiveness, to live in peace with everyone.

· Fasting means not only abstaining from food, but also from any unhealthy attachment, and especially sin

· The Church wishes to be close to each person with the love, compassion and consolation that come from Christ.

· The word of God helps us to open our eyes to welcome and love life, especially when it is weak and vulnerable.



