
As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land

FIRST READING    Samuel 16:1.6-7.10-13
In the presence of the Lord God, they anointed David king of Israel.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

	Il Signore e’ il mio pastore non manco di nulla.


SECOND READING     Ephesians 5:8-14
Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!
I am the light of the world, says the Lord;

Whoever follows me will have the light of life.
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!

	Gloria a te, o Cristo, Verbo di Dio!

Io  sono la luce del mondo, dice il Signore, chi segue me avra’ la luce della vita.     
Gloria a te, o Cristo, Verbo di Dio!


GOSPEL John 9:1-41
The blind man went off and washed himself and came away with is sight restored.
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
1st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$775.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$315.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$288.00
LECTORS - THIS WEEK   30/03/2014
SPECIAL MINISTERS

6.00pm (SAT) – 
E Krygger & E Saliba
S Dakin & M Mizzi
9.00am (SUN) – 
 C Brunetti & L Cavedon 
A Sonza, G Barbaro & M Piscioneri
10.30am (SUN) – S Miano & Sr T Fitzsimmons
J Iaria, L De Marco & R Iuele
LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  06/04/2014
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
6.00pm (SAT)  - 
MALTESE MASS (Selected)
MALTESE MASS (Selected)
9.00am (SUN) –  L Calafiore & G Barbaro
L Catena, M Crupi & R Mercuri
10.30am (SUN) – N Sua & E Thompson
J & J Kearney & A Filippone
MONEY COUNTERS       31/03/2014          D Herbert, C McMahon, S Miano & S Dakin
                                              07/04/2014          S Dakin & D Herbert
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING 
RECENTLY DECEASED  
Matteo DI BENEDETTO, Tonino VESPA (d. Rec. Argentina- cousin of Rosanna Truda),
Pasquale SCHIAVELLO (brother of Rosa De Zan), Enza SIRAGUSA,
ANNIVERSARIES   
Gastone MARAZZATO, Michael BUTERA,Emily HOOD,Giuseppina TIMPANO
Antonio & Rosetta TRALLI
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                                 Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832    Mb: 0431 643 674 
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                       www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
   SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest
  WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:
    Sat  6.00pm - English
            Sr Estelita Manabo-Pastoral Associate
  Mon.  9.10am Comm. Service 
    Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
             Mr Peter Chowne -School Principal
  Tue. 10.00am Italian
    Sun. 10.30am – English
              Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
  Wed. 9.10am - English

        
  Thur. 9.10am - English
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    Maltese Mass  
  
  Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

    1st Saturday of the Month 6.00pm
  Sat. 8.30am - English
  Sat. 8.30am-English

    Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
  Reconciliation: Sat. 10.30am
    Marriages - By Appointment
                                                                                                                      
    4th  Sunday of  Lent,     Year A                                                               30  March,  2014    
	In the Dark
There was a powerful storm swirling around the small coastal town.  Happily, everyone in Steve’s family was dry and warm inside the house.  They were almost enjoying themselves, wrapped with cozy blankets and sipping hot chocolate as they watched the news program for information about the storm.
Suddenly, the power went out.  Steve did not feel so safe any longer: the wind was violently shaking the panes of glass in the windows and heavy sheets of rain were pelting the roof.  The old house was creaking and groaning.

Without the information about the weather coming from the television, Steve also began to feel vulnerable and helpless.  He didn’t know if the worst part of the storm was going to pass by their town or hit them head on.  He and his family were “in the dark” in every sense.  All they could do was wait the storm out.  Previously in the Gospel, Jesus said “I am the light of the world” (8:12).  He says it again in this chapter (9:5).  What does he mean by this image?  Today’s Gospel reading is intended to teach us exactly what this image means.  Two of the most dominant images in John’s entire Gospel are the contrasts between light and darkness, and between sight and blindness.  These pairs of opposites are clearly related: the opposite of light is darkness and the opposite of sight is blindness.  It is light that allows us to see; when there is no light our eyes are blind.  So light is connected with sight and darkness is connected with blindness.
If Jesus is the light, it is by him that we see.  By calling himself “light” Jesus is telling us that it is by reference to him that we see things clearly.

Today’s Gospel reading is therefore about true sight and true blindness.  If Jesus is the light it is through faith in him that we can truly see.

This story of Jesus’ healing of this man born with congenital blindness contains a profound spiritual lesson.  This is because Jesus’ words and actions reveal who God really is.  By faith, the man could see the truth about Jesus.  The man’s physical healing pointed to a spiritual reality.  And although the Pharisees in this passage had physical vision, they refused to see by Jesus’ light; they were spiritually blind.

But there is more: when we truly see by Jesus’ light, we also share in his light.  The man that was healed became a witness to the light.  And in that way he became light to others.
In John’s Gospel, the miracles Jesus performed are called “signs” (see 9:16).  Signs are things that point to something else.  What was the “sign” of the blind man’s new sight pointing to?  it pointed to the light by which he could see:  Jesus, the light of the world.




	Holy Week and Easter Time Table 2014
WORKING BEE - WEDNESDAY 9TH APRIL
8.00am – 12.30pm Working Bee in and around the church in preparation for Easter. For this Working bee, we need men to help in the church grounds and women to help in the church cleaning. Please come along and help. Lunch is provided. 

Per favore per il working bee, giorno di manutensione, vi chiediamo uomini per come il solito fare lavoro nei giardini della chiesa ma anche chiediamo donne per venire ad aiutare per pulire la chiesa.
 
SUNDAY 13TH APRIL PALM SUNDAY: 
Blessing of Palms or other branches during each Mass of that Weekend. 

TUESDAY 15TH APRIL: 
11.00am Chrism Mass (Mass of the Holy Oils) at St. Patrick’s Cathedral, celebrated by the Archbishop and the priests of Melbourne. Everyone is welcome to attend.

TUESDAY 15TH APRIL: 
7.00pm Communal Celebration of Reconciliation

THURSDAY 17TH APRIL: HOLY THURSDAY: 
7.00pm. Mass of the Lord’s Supper followed by the transfer of the Blessed Sacrament to the altar of reposition which will be set up in the chapel.

FRIDAY 18TH APRIL: GOOD FRIDAY
3.00pm Good Friday Ceremonies: Celebration of the Lord’s Passion

7.00pm Via Crucis (Station of the Cross) in Italian

SATURDAY 19TH APRIL: HOLY SATURDAY: 
7.00pm Easter Vigil Celebration of Mass

SUNDAY 20TH APRIL: EASTER SUNDAY
9.00am Mass in Italian, 10.30am Mass in English.
MONDAY 21ST APRIL: EASTER MONDAY (PUBLIC HOLIDAY)
There will not be any communion service celebrated. The Church will remain closed. 

INDIVIDUAL CONFESSIONS (CONFESSIONI INDIVIDUALI)
Tuesday 
15th April: 9.30am

Wednesday
16th April: 9.30am

Thursday 
17th April: 10.00am and 6.30pm

Friday 
              18th April: 10.00am and 2.00pm

Saturday 
19th April: 10.30am and 6.30pm
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	Fourth Sunday 
of Lent
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 If you wish to take advantage of tax deductability, please complete your details on the inside flap of the box.

Please take home a brochure which explains many of Caritas Projects.

	Your support for Project Compassion allows Caritas Australia to build a just world by enabling vulnerable communities to be architects of their own future.

This week we meet Martina, a teacher in the Solomon Islands. She teaches children songs from Caritas Australia’s Disaster Risk Management project which was established because natural disasters in threatened the homes and communities of people there. Through the power of nursery rhymes and songs, children are learning how to stay safe during an emergency.  
Please donate to Project Compassion today.  Your donation means we can help communities around the world to prepare for the unexpected.
If you wish to take advantage of tax deductability, please complete your details on the inside flap of the box.


BAPTISIM PREPARATION  
The Baptism Preparation Meeting will be held on Monday 7 April at 7.30pm in the Church.
LITURGY TEAM

The Liturgy Team Meeting will be held on Tuesday 1 April at 7.30pm in the Parish Meeting Room.
MEMORIAL MASS

Friday 4 April 7.30pm – Giuseppe Cunto (1 yr)

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Every Friday evening during Lent at 7.00pm in the Church, both in English and Italian.
MALTESE MASS

A reminder that the Maltese Mass will be celebrated next Saturday 5 April 2014 at 6.00pm.

THANKSGIVING ENVELOPES

The current series of Thanksgiving envelopes end this weekend. 

A new series of Thanksgiving envelopes have been issued for the following six months and will be delivered to your homes within the next week.

We ask parishioners who are not currently listed through Thanksgiving to please consider supporting the parish in this way.  Please contact the Parish Office for further details on 9460 3013.
We invite those parishioners who distribute the Thanksgiving envelopes to please collect your allocated streets from the sacristy.

The distributors are as follows:  B Nadenbousch, P Sparano, J Barbaro, J Ciantar, J Kearney, 

R Di Guglielmo, R DeZan, T Sinopoli, Nancy Ziino,  R Catena, P Caligiuri, M Mizzi,

P Leggiero, A Filippone,  N Ziino, S Miano & V Zele.

