As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING  Isaiah  49:1-6
Behold I will make you a light to the nations.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	I praise you for I am wonderfully made.

	Io ti rendo grazie: hai fatto di me una meraviglia stupenda.



SECOND READING     Acts   13:22-26
Christ’s coming was announced beforehand by the preaching of John.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia!
You, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways.   Alleluia!

	Alleluia, alleluia. 
Tu, bambino, sarai chiamato profeta dell’Altissimo perche’ andrai innanzi al Signore a preparargli le strade.  Alleluia!


GOSPEL  Luke 1:57-66, 80
John is his name.                     
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
1st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$565.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$322.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$341.00
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS
LECTORS - THIS WEEK   24/06/2018
SPECIAL MINISTERS

6.00pm (SAT) –  B Nadenbousch & E Krygger
E Saliba & T Nguyen
9.00am (SUN) –  L Calafiore & G Barbaro
C Alberti, G Calvi, O Strangis & A Sonza
10.30am (SUN) – L De Marco & N Sua
P & K Nguyen, V De Leo, M Mizzi
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  01/07/2018
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
6.00pm (SAT)  
E Saliba & Sr T Fitzsimmons
M Mizzi & E Krygger
9.00am (SUN) – G Tempone & C Agostinelli
P Sparano, R Pino, L Cavedon & F Multari
10.30am (SUN) – R Iuele & R Covello
S Dakin, J Iaria, D Schembri & A Gatto
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

                                                                                                                               MONEY COUNTERS       25/06/2018         E Claridge & S Dakin
                                               02/07/2018        S Dakin & L De Marco
YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            RECENTLY DECEASED  
Francis Xavier CARABOTT, Fr Stan HILL, Ben BUTTIGIEG (d. Rec. Malta)
ANNIVERSARIES & SPECIAL MEMORIES    Luigi CROSTA, Maria-Rosa CONDELLO
Antonio PISTONE,Teresa TREGLIA, Antonio ARENA,Concetta BRUNETTI, Giuseppe BONACCI,
Domenico PAPALEO, Antonio & Francesco SANTOPIETRO, Elda ADDONA,
Cosimo & Vincenzo PANUCCIO, Caterina DE RACO, Angelina & Giovanni QUADARA,
Sebastiano & Giovanni SCUDERI, Maria & Salvatore FRASCHILLA, Felice TARANTO
Maria, Giulia & Matteo RICCIO, Corrado PELLIGRA
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
   SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest            WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                          Mb: 0431 643 674
    Sat  6.00pm - English
            Sr Estelita Manabo-Pastoral Associate
  Mon.  9.10am Comm. Service 
    Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
              Mrs  Maria Barnes  -School Principal
  Tue. 10.00am Italian
    Sun. 10.30am – English
              Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
  Wed. 9.10am - English

        
  Thur. 9.10am - English
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    Maltese Mass  
  
  Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

    1st Saturday of the Month 6.00pm
  Sat. 8.30am - English
  Sat. 8.30am-English

    Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
  Reconciliation: Sat. 10.30am
    Marriages - By Appointment
                                                                                                                      
   John the Baptist,    Year  B                                                                      24   June,   2018                                                      
	Companions of Jesus
Today, the Church is celebrating the Solemnity of the birth of John the Baptist.  It may seem strange to celebrate John’s birth on a Sunday, given that John appears to be little more than an introductory note to the story of Jesus.  However, John represents an important example of discipleship.
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John’s birth, like other great figures of the Jewish faith, is miraculous.  Like a number of patriarchs, judges and prophets, John is born of a barren woman.  God intervenes in the natural order to bring the divine plan to fulfilment.  And like those men of God before him, John answers the call to speak on God’s behalf.  Despite the miraculous and courageous nature of John’s life and mission, however; his most notable characteristic is humility.

In the gospels, John is portrayed as one who sees clearly that his role is that of heralding the coming of another who is far greater than himself.  Even when Jesus presented himself for baptism by John, John asks Christ to baptise him instead (Mt 3:14).  Rather than his equal or his competitor, John saw himself as Jesus’ companion and collaborator in the messianic mission.

It may have been John’s example of companionship and humility that led the young Mary MacKillop and Fr Julian Tenison Woods to choose John as one of the patrons of their nascent religious order, the Sisters of St Joseph of the Sacred Heart.  The first Josephite Rule written by Father Woods with Mary reads: “The professed Sisters shall wear upon their hearts a large blue monogram of the Blessed Virgin between three letters J in honor of Jesus, Joseph and John the Baptist thus typifying the Holy Family.  This monogram shall be made of plain blue woollen braid.”  In explaining this reference to John, the original Rule describes how the young John accompanied the young Jesus as both grew up, answering the call of God in their lives. In the gospels, John’s life mirrors that of Jesus; and his life becomes increasingly Christ-like.  The essence of discipleship is to see ourselves as companions of Jesus and witnesses to his life and mission, especially to our family and friends.  In Luke’s Gospel, John is portrayed as Jesus’ cousin.  In John’s Gospel (1:35-41), it is John the Baptist who introduces Andrew, Peter’s brother to Jesus; Andrew, in turn, brings Peter to Jesus; and, so, the company of disciples is built.  The message for us is that we are called to cultivate a spirituality that integrates our faith with the life we live in relationship with others. We may not be called like Mary MacKillop to establish a religious order, or like the great missionary saints to carry Christ’s message to missionary countries.  But we are called to empty ourselves of self-serving ambition and become a Christ-like companion to those whom we encounter every day.  
                                                                                                                                                      Ian J Elmer                                                                                      


FR MANNY BONELLO – 35TH ANNIVERSARY OF PRIESTHOOD

Congratulations to Fr Manny who celebrates his 35th anniversary of priesthood on Monday 25th June 2018.  We ask God’s blessing and prayers for Fr Manny as he continues his priestly ministry and his great work in the parish.  Congratulations.  Auguri.  Ad Multos Annos.

MONDAY 25 JUNE 2018

Fr Manny will celebrate Mass on this Monday 25 June at 9.10am being his 35th anniversary of priesthood.
ADORAZIONE EUCARISTICA

Martedi 26 Giugno Adorazione Eucaristica ore 9.00am con riflessione e preghiera. Segue S. Messa ore 10.00am. 

 
MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE MEETING
The Maintenance Committee meeting will be held this week on Tuesday 26 June 2018 at 8.00pm in the Presbytery.
MEMORIAL MASSES

Sunday 24 June 7.00pm – Luigi Crosta (1 mth)

Friday  29  June 7.30pm – Maria-Rosa Condello (1yr)

Sunday 1 July 9.00am – Arturo Birri (2 yrs)

BAPTISM PREPARATION

The Baptism Preparation Meeting will be held on Monday  2 July at 7.30pm in the Church.
CATHOLIC BOOK CLUB  FRIDAY 29 JUNE, 7PM
Caroline Chisholm Library, Level 3, 358 Lonsdale Street, Melbourne 
Anyone interested in reading and discussing Christian books and poetry is welcome to join the monthly meetings of The Catholic Book Club, whose gatherings are regularly held in the evening of the last Friday of the month. This month, the book for discussion is The power and the glory, by Graeme Greene.
Details: Paul Nixon on 0405 486 531 or www.melbournecatholicbookclub.yolasite.com  
CATHOLICCARE VOLUNTEER REQUIRED, FRIDAYS 9AM–12PM
CatholicCare Footscray requires the help of a volunteer on Friday mornings to assist the Community Development worker to collect and deliver food parcels to clients across the Western Corridor of Melbourne and to the Wyndham Park Community Centre in Werribee, for the Refugee Cooking Group. The Foodbank Assistant will help the Community Development Worker with the following duties:

· Liaise with staff about foodbank ordering needs and receive a list of assigned clients requiring food assistance

· Attend the Foodbank Warehouse in Yarraville on a Friday morning and assist completing the order form and collection for refrigerator items

· Collect, sort and pack groceries, fruit and vegetables into boxes for each client order and place food parcels into vehicle

· Transport and deliver food to assigned clients home address and to the Wyndham Community Centre

· Follow confidentiality and workplace safety protocols at all times

· Report to the Community Services Manager and liaise about program developments and requirements.


Details: Contact Volunteer Coordinator Matt Walton on 9926 5699 or Matthew.Walton@ccam.org.au    
	PARISH GATHERING
The Parish Pastoral Team is organizing a Parish Gathering
which will take place on Wednesday 25th July
in the Parish School Hall: 
7.00pm Cuppa and 7.30pm  Talk. 

The topic of the evening will be about 
“ABORIGINAL SPIRITUALITY, STORIES, AND EXPERIENCES”. Our Guest Speaker will be Delsie Lillyst 
from the Catholic Education Melbourne. 
Delsie is The Education Officer in matters relating to 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander education. 
All are welcome to attend! 



	FROM THE PPE’S TWITTER

· A person's dignity does not depend on them being a citizen, a migrant, or a refugee. Saving the life of someone fleeing war and poverty is an act of humanity.
· We encounter Jesus in those who are poor, rejected, or refugees. Do not let fear get in the way of welcoming our neighbour in need.
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· Choosing to follow Christ helps build a more just, more friendly, more humane society, that is closer to the heart of God.
· Let us try to express the joy of God’s Kingdom in every way possible!


	


DOMINICAN FRIARS OF MELBOURNE

The Dominican Friars of Melbourne are holding a symposium of short talks from seven friars on the great questions of our faith. The conference will commence with Holy Mass and includes lunch, morning and afternoon tea and a musical performance.

When: 21st July, 9am-4pm

Where: St Dominic’s Catholic Church and Parish Centre, 816 Riversdale Rd, Camberwell.

Entry is by donation, though RSVP is essential by 14th July to Fr Thomas (thomas.azzi@op.org.au or 0411602474).     All are welcome. 

FEASTDAYS
Thursday 28 June - St Irenaeus
Friday 29 June – Sts Peter & Paul
