As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING   Acts      2:14, 36-41
God has made Jesus both Lord and Christ.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.

	Il Signore e’ il mio pastore: non manco di nulla.                                                                                                                  



SECOND READING    1 Peter   2:20-25
You had gone astray but now you have come back to the shepherd and guardian of your souls. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia!
I am the good shepherd, says the Lord: I know my own sheep and mine know me.          
Alleluia!

	Alleluia, alleluia.  

Io sono il buon pastore, dice il Signore, conosco le mie pecore e le mie pecore conoscono me.  Alleluia.
  


GOSPEL  John   10:1-10
I am the gate of the sheepfold.. 
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$446.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$226.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$189.00
                            -Project Compassion………………………………$1,1350    
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS
LECTORS - THIS WEEK   30/04/2023
SPECIAL MINISTERS


5.30pm (SAT) – 
E Krygger
B Nadenbousch & E Saliba
9.00am (SUN) –  R DiGuglielmo & P Sparano
M & T Forte & M Piscioneri
10.30am (SUN) – B Clark-Loh
G Caruana & Diem Nguyen                           
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  07/05/2023
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
5.30pm- MALTESE MASS (Selected)
MALTESE MASS (Selected)
9.00am- L Calafiore & G Calvi
F Pascuzzi, O Strangis & G Barbaro
10.30am- N Sua 

B Clark – Loh & S Rottura
YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               RECENTLY DECEASED  
Maria RETTORE, Domenica MICELI, Raffaele SALERA, Maria DI BLASIO (d.Rec. Italy)
ANNIVERSARIES & SPECIAL MEMORIES  
Bishop Joe O’Connell, Peter CHOWNE, Mariano MERCIECA, Charlie BONELLO, 

Rita & Joseph BONELLO, Maria & Carmelo  GRIMA, Luigi CAVEDON, Barbara CAVEDON, 

Michele INZITARI, 

ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
   SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest            WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                          Mb: 0431 643 674
    Sat  5.30pm - English
              Mrs Maria Barnes – School Principal
 
    Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
              Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
  Tue. 10.00am Italian
    Sun. 10.30am – English
             
  Wed. 9.10am - English

        
  Thur. 9.10am - English
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    Maltese Mass  
  
  Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

    1st Saturday of the Month 5.30pm
  
  Sat. 8.30am-English

    Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
 Reconciliation:  
    Marriages – by Appointment                                                                                (Individual  Confessions)                                              


                                                                                       Sat. 5.00pm  or by Appointment                            
   4th Sunday of Easter   Year  A                                                                 30   April,   2023                                                                                                                          
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OUR  SHEPHERD PROTECTOR
I was once driven by a farmer named John to his farm in country Victoria. It was winter and rather cold. He drove an old farm truck and I was seated on the front passenger side. Our journey took us through green, undulating countryside and through many pastures. 

As I was the front seat passenger it was my duty to hop in and out of the truck and open and close every gate we encountered. I had to get out of our cosy and warm truck to open and close between 13 and 15 swing gates in a freezing wind. It was not much fun. On the way back from John’s farm, it was the same ritual. I was puzzled why there were so many gates on the one property. With a broad smile John explained,” I think it deters criminals, knowing they have to stop and get out to open the gates.” 

Jesus uses two ‘shepherding’ images in today’s gospel. He describes himself as a shepherd of his flock of sheep and as a gate to protect the sheep. He teaches, “I am t he gate of the sheepfold. Anyone who enters rightly through this gate will be safe. Anyone who does not enter through the gate but gets in some other way is a criminal.”  The image of God as a shepherd also features in the Old Testament, where God’s relationship with the people of Israel is compared to a shepherd and his sheep. The prophet Isaiah says that God is like “a shepherd feeding his flock, gathering lambs in his arms.” God says to the prophet Ezekiel, “I myself will pasture my sheep … I shall be a true shepherd to them.” In biblical lands of old, sheep were an important part of the economy. The shepherd stayed very close to his sheep, by day and by night. So close and so caring that, as Pope Francis says, the good shepherd “smells the sheep.”  A shepherd would risk his life for his flock. He slept with the sheep and looked after them, knowing them individually and calling them using a unique whistle or call. The sheep heard the familiar call and followed the sound. They knew their welfare depended on staying close to the shepherd and responding to his call.  The concept of God as shepherd is fulfilled in Jesus, our true shepherd, our gate and our protector. He is the good shepherd, who calls his sheep individually by name. The sheep follow him because they know his voice and trust in his care. He is also the “gate of the sheepfold,” as it is through him the sheep are sure of finding pasture and safety. So it is through Christ that the people of God, called by name and responding to his voice, enter into the pasture of eternal life.                                                                                 

                                                                                                                             Anthony Tran  CSsR                                                                                              

	


	THE 60th WORLD DAY OF PRAYERS FOR VOCATIONS 
30 April 2023
(GOOD SHEPHERD SUNDAY) - www.vocationsmelbourne.org -
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We all have a calling—something specific that God calls us to. In the Church we commonly refer to this as our ‘vocation’. Each of us are invited by God to live a particular vocation or state of life. By living out our baptismal call to follow and imitate Jesus, we are able to discover what this specific call is. Our vocation isn’t about our profession or career path. Rather it refers to the very specific way God is calling us to love others. Although your specific calling will be unique to you, there are four ‘categories’ of vocation that the Church uses to help us discern God’s plan: marriage, single life, priesthood and religious life. In each of these four ways of life, God calls us to freely and generously respond to his call. By living out our vocation, we experience deep fulfilment and joy. In his message for this year’s 60th World Day of Prayers for Vocations, Pope Francis said: “Within the Church, all of us are servants, in accordance with the variety of our vocations, charisms and ministries. Our common vocation to give ourselves in love develops and finds concrete expression in the life of lay men and women, devoted to raising a family as a small domestic church and working as a leaven of the Gospel to renew the different sectors of society; in the testimony of consecrated women and men who are completely committed to God for the sake of their brothers and sisters as a prophetic sign of the kingdom of God; in ordained ministers – deacons, priests and bishops – placed at the service of preaching, prayer and fostering the communion of the holy People of God. Only in relation with all the others, does  -any particular vocation in the Church fully disclose its true nature and richness. Viewed in this light, the Church is a vocational “symphony”, with every vocation united yet distinct, in harmony and joined together in “going forth” to radiate throughout the world the new life of the kingdom of God.” 




FEAST OF ST. JOSEPH THE WORKER MONDAY 1st May 2023
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On Monday 1st May 2023 there will be Mass at 9.10am with the participation of the School Children, to celebrate the feast of our patron St. Joseph the Worker. This is our Parish Feast and we honour St. Joseph who looked after Mary and Jesus, cared for them, worked and trusted in God. From him, Jesus learned the value, the dignity and the joy of what it means to eat bread that is the fruit of one’s own labour. Working persons, whatever their job may be, are cooperating with God himself, and in some way become creators of the world around us. … Saint Joseph’s work reminds us that God himself, in becoming human, did not disdain work. Let us implore Saint Joseph the Worker to help us find ways to express our firm conviction that no young person, no person at all, no family should be without work!’ 

Saint Joseph the Worker: Pray for us.    San Giuseppe Lavoratore: Prega per noi.
MALATESE MASS

A reminder that the Maltese Mass will be celebrated next Saturday 6 May at 5.30pm.

COVID SAFE PRACTICES
              As we come in Church, we are asked to be aware of some good practice against the 
              transmission of the Corona-virus. 
· Please sanitise your hands as you enter the church and on the way before receiving Communion as well as on the way out of the Church. Hand Sanitiser Bottles are available at the entrances of the Church and at a seat as you walk to receive communion.  Please receive Communion only on the Hand.
· Masks are not compulsory but recommended. You may wish to wear it or not. Ministers of Communion should wear a mask while distributing communion. 
· THANKS to all those who have been and continue to be of great help to keep following well the required measures of Covid-19
MASS ON C31 (d.44)  
For those unable to attend church due to illness or other reasons there is an opportunity to follow the 11.00am Sunday Mass from St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Melbourne, which is broadcast live on the TV station C31 Melbourne, which is channel 44 on digital TV.
BAPTISM
Congratulations to Lucas Hionis child of Dionysios and Vanessa, who will be baptised this weekend.  We welcome Lucas into our parish community and assure the family of our prayerful best wishes on this happy occasion.

FEASTS
Monday 1 May: St Joseph the Worker (Parish feast day)
Tuesday 2 May: St Athanasius, bishop, doctor
Wednesday 3 May: Sts Philip and James, apostles
  FOR A SYNODAL CHURCH: COMMUNION, PARTICIPATION AND MISSION 

 PRAYER FOR THE SYNOD: Adsumus Sancte Spiritus
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We stand before You, Holy Spirit, as we gather together in Your name. With You alone to guide us, make Yourself at home in our hearts; Teach us the way we must go and how we are to pursue it. We are weak and sinful; do not let us promote disorder. Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path nor partiality influence our actions. Let us find in You our unity so that we may journey together to eternal life and not stray from the way of truth and what is right. All this we ask of You, who are at work in every place and time, in the communion of the Father and the Son, forever and ever. Amen. For general information visit: www.synod.va
SHIP VISITORS WANTED

Stella Maris Seafarers’ Centre in Melbourne needs more volunteer ship visitors to provide a vital service to Seafarers in need. You will go on board vessels and approach Seafarers as friends, listening to their concerns and where possible offering practical help. For example, providing phone cards, organising transport, emergency medicine or vaccines and arranging for Mass or Liturgy on board. Email: leeanne.diano@stellamaris.org.au for more information
The Parish of St Joseph the Worker, North Reservoir and the Diocese of Melbourne are committed to the care, wellbeing and protection of children, young people and vulnerable people in our communit
	

	 

	

	


