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As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING   Acts      1:1-11
Why are you standing here looking into the sky?  Jesus has been taken into heaven.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: a blare of trumpets for the Lord.

	Ascende il Signore tra canti di gioia.                                                                                                                  



SECOND READING    Ephesians   1:17-23
He made Jesus to sit at his right hand in heaven. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia!
Go and teach all people my gospel.  I am with you always, until the end of the world.   Alleluia!


	Alleluia, alleluia.  

Andate e fate discepoli tutti i popoli, dice il Signore.  Ecco io sono con voi tutti i giorni, fino alla fine del mondo.  Alleluia.
  


GOSPEL  Matthew    28:16-20
All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$510.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$288.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$286.00
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS
LECTORS - THIS WEEK   21/05/2023
SPECIAL MINISTERS


5.30pm (SAT) – 
B Nadenbousch
E Saliba & N Ziino
9.00am (SUN) –  G Calvi & C Brunetti
D Biasibetti, R Pino & P Leggiero
10.30am (SUN) – H Joy Lopez
J Iaria & V De Leo                         
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  28/05/2023
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
5.30pm- E Saliba 
E Krygger & B Nadenbousch
9.00am- T Forte & R Pino
F Multari, G Barbaro & O Strangis
10.30am- R Covello
G Caruana & R Iuele
YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               RECENTLY DECEASED  
Salvatore MANCUSO, Pasquale STIVALA, Giovanna CONTE, Mary ZAMMIT (D. Rec. Malta)
ANNIVERSARIES & SPECIAL MEMORIES  
Joseph Pham THIEU, Leonardo VICARIO, Gaetan CAMILLERI, Loreto BUTTIGIEG, 
Maria-Grazia MURDICA, Elda ADONA
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
   SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest            WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                          Mb: 0431 643 674
    Sat  5.30pm - English
              Mrs Maria Barnes – School Principal
 
    Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
              Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
  Tue. 10.00am Italian
    Sun. 10.30am – English
             
  Wed. 9.10am - English

        
  Thur. 9.10am - English
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    Maltese Mass  
  
  Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

    1st Saturday of the Month 5.30pm
  
  Sat. 8.30am-English

    Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
 Reconciliation:  
    Marriages – by Appointment                                                                                (Individual  Confessions)                                              


                                                                                       Sat. 5.00pm  or by Appointment                            
   Ascension     Year  A                                                                                  21   May,   2023                                                                                                                          
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I AM WITH YOU ALWAYS
Forty days after Easter, when we celebrated Jesus’ resurrection, today we celebrate his ascension into heaven and to the right hand of the Father. Artists throughout the centuries have imagined the scene: the disciples staring upwards as the Risen Jesus is lifted up before them and disappears into the clouds. Their last glimpse of him is his feet as he disappears from sight. 

Jesus’ ascension marks the definitive ending of his previous mode of life among us. How strange, at first thought, that we celebrate his departure from us. Would we not greatly prefer to have him stay with us, to enjoy his being among us. But in his ascension he departs from us. He is out of sight now, no longer bodily among us, having vanished from visibly earthly existence. 

And yet, the great mystery of the Ascension is that, with the completion of his mission – his life, death, resurrection and ascension and return to the Father – he is now, as never before, with us - and with each and every generation of believers, present to us in every moment. He is still God with us, Emmanuel. He is indeed more perfectly and completely present to us in each moment of our lives than in his earthly life. 

The Evangelist, Matthew, brings his gospel to conclusion in today’s gospel reading, but not directing our gaze to Jesus ascending into the clouds. Indeed, Matthew doesn’t actually mention Jesus’ ascension. Matthew focuses instead on Jesus’ final words, his commissioning of the disciples: “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you.” Jesus’ mission is thus extended to all the nations, through us, his disciples. His mission is now our mission, the Church’s mission. 

Last of all, Matthew repeats Jesus’ comforting assurance, that “I am with you always, to the end of the age.” Jesus had also promised them that he would not leave us orphans (Jn 14:18). He would send the Holy Spirit, the Paraclete, to inspire, guide and counsel us. Next week, fifty days after Easter, we will celebrate Pentecost and the descent of the Holy Spirit on the disciples. 

Inspired by the Holy Spirit, the Church later came to understand that Mary must also have shared the experience of the Ascension, rising bodily to heaven. In August we will celebrate her Assumption into heaven. Here indeed is the meaning to today’s feast for each and every one of us: it is our destiny to enter heaven too.   So it is that the Letter to Ephesians exhorts us today: “know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe.”.  

	                                                                                                                              Anne Hunt                                                                                                                                                                                            
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DO GOOD; SEEK JUSTICE (ISAIAH 1:17)
This year's theme for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 21-28 May 2023, is: 

"Do good; seek justice." (Isaiah 1:17). Isaiah challenged God’s people in his day to learn to do good together; to seek justice together, to rescue the oppressed together, to defend the orphan and plead for the widow together. The prophet’s challenge applies equally to us today. … Let us be open to God’s presence in all our encounters with each other as we seek to be transformed, to dismantle the systems of oppression, and to heal the sins of racism. Together, let us engage in the struggle for justice in our society. We all belong to Christ.

PRAYER: God of justice and truth, we seek your guidance to embody the prophet’s call to do good and to seek justice. May we grow with the courage and compassion of Christ, and walk in the way of peace and reconciliation. May God’s Spirit enliven and embolden us to stand in solidarity with others until all are treated with dignity and worth. May our holy living be a foretaste of the mercy and blessing of the reign of God.  Amen.    
Further information and resources: -



LAUDATO SI’ WEEK MAY 16-24, 2023

HOPE FOR THE EARTH.  HOPE FOR HUMANITY.

Laudato Si’ week is a celebration of Pope Francis’ encyclical Laudato Si’, mi’ Signore “Praise be to you, my Lord” on care for our common home. The Encyclical name is taken from the words of St Francis’ Canticle: “Praise be to you, my Lord, through our Sister, Mother Earth, who sustains and governs us, and who produces various fruit with coloured flowers and herbs”. This special week is a reminder of a call to action for Catholics around the world. 
The following  PRAYER, is one of the prayers that pope Francis has written:

God of love, show us our place in this world as channels of your love for all the creatures of this earth, for not one of them is forgotten in your sight. Enlighten those who possess power and money that they may avoid the sin of indifference, that they may love the common good, advance the weak, and care for this world in which we live. The poor and the earth are crying out. O Lord, seize us with your power and light, help us to protect all life, to prepare for a better future, for the coming of your Kingdom of justice, peace, love and beauty.   Praise be to you!   Amen.

FEASTS
Wednesday 24 May - Our Lady, Help of Christians, Patroness of Australia, Solemnity
 Friday 26 May - St Philip Neri, priest,

MASS ON C31 (d.44)  
For those unable to attend church due to illness or other reasons there is an opportunity to follow the 11.00am Sunday Mass from St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Melbourne, which is broadcast live on the TV station C31 Melbourne, which is channel 44 on digital TV.
COVID SAFE PRACTICES
· As we come in Church, we are asked to be aware of some good practice against the transmission of the Corona-virus. 
· Please sanitise your hands as you enter the church and on the way before receiving Communion as well as on the way out of the Church. Hand Sanitiser Bottles are available at the entrances of the Church and at a seat as you walk to receive communion. Please receive Communion only on the Hand.

· Masks are not compulsory but recommended. You may wish to wear it or not. 
· While distributing communion, Ministers of Communion, if they wish, do not have to wear masks anymore, it’s optional. 

· THANKS to all those who have been and continue to be of great help to keep following well the required measures of Covid-19. 

FOR A SYNODAL CHURCH: COMMUNION, PARTICIPATION AND MISSION 

 PRAYER FOR THE SYNOD: Adsumus Sancte Spiritus
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We stand before You, Holy Spirit, as we gather together in Your name. With You alone to guide us, make Yourself at home in our hearts; Teach us the way we must go and how we are to pursue it. We are weak and sinful; do not let us promote disorder. Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path nor partiality influence our actions. Let us find in You our unity so that we may journey together to eternal life and not stray from the way of truth and what is right. All this we ask of You, who are at work in every place and time, in the communion of the Father and the Son, forever and ever.  Amen. More information  www.synod.va
SHIP VISITORS WANTED

Stella Maris Seafarers’ Centre in Melbourne needs more volunteer ship visitors to provide a vital service to Seafarers in need. You will go on board vessels and approach Seafarers as friends, listening to their concerns and where possible offering practical help. For example, providing phone cards, organising transport, emergency medicine or vaccines and arranging for Mass or Liturgy on board. Email: leeanne.diano@stellamaris.org.au for more information
PALMS MISSION: TRANSFORM LIVES - THEIRS...AND YOURS 
Communities in Africa, Asia or the Pacific are seeking Australians from a variety of professions and trades to share their skills and knowledge with those who have few other chances for training. Build enduring global relationships while assisting sustainable, self-reliant, community development. Explore 35 positions on our website. You can also see news including stories from those currently supported in Timor-Leste, Samoa, American Samoa and Thailand.  Enquiries Tel: 02 9560 5333 or 0422 472 567. 
WEB: www.palms.org.au
The Parish of St Joseph the Worker, North Reservoir and the Diocese of Melbourne are committed to the care, wellbeing and protection of children, young people and vulnerable people in our communit
