
As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING  Leviticus  19:1-2, 17-18
You must love your neighbor as yourself.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	The Lord is kind and merciful.

	Il Signore e’ buono e grande nell’amore.




SECOND READING     Corinthians  3:16-23
All things are yours, but you belong to Christ and Christ belongs to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia!
Whoever keeps the word of Christ, grows perfect in the love of God.  Alleluia!


	Alleluia, alleluia.
Chi osserva la parola di Gesu’ Cristo, in lui l’amore di Dio e’ veramente perfetto.     Alleluia! 


GOSPEL  Matthew 5:38-48
Love your enemies.                       
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
1st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$561.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$212.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$252.00
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS

LECTORS - THIS WEEK   19/2/2017
SPECIAL MINISTERS

6.00pm (SAT) – G Canavan & D Pullicino
N Ziino & S Dakin
9.00am (SUN) –  L Calafiore & G Barbaro
O Strangis, M Crupi, A DiRico & T Forte
10.30am (SUN) – N Sua & E Thompson
T & T Nguyen, E Bartlett, L De Marco
                                                                                                J Mengolian

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  26/2/2017
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
6.00pm (SAT)  E Krygger & G Canavan
S Dakin & E Saliba
9.00am (SUN) –  S LoBartolo & A DiRico

P Sparano, R Pino, L Cavedon & F Multari
10.30am (SUN) – J Kearney & R Covello
T & T Nguyen, E Bartlett, L De Marco 
                                                                                                J Mengolian                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                           MONEY COUNTERS       20/02/2017            A Sinopoli, F Nardozza, I Manini & R Comito
                                               27/02/2017           E Claridge, F Carabott & G Canavan
YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    RECENTLY DECEASED    
ANNIVERSARIES     
Lucia TEMPONE, Angela FOTI, Mary MERCIECA, Gina DI DONATO, Pasquale VILLELLA, 
Giovanni GUADARA, Antonio PASCUZZI, Tonino NAPOLITANO, Angelo MASCARO
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
   SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest            WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                          Mb: 0431 643 674
    Sat  6.00pm - English
            Sr Estelita Manabo-Pastoral Associate
  Mon.  9.10am Comm. Service 
    Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
              Mrs  Maria Barnes  -School Principal
  Tue. 10.00am Italian
    Sun. 10.30am – English
              Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
  Wed. 9.10am - English

        
  Thur. 9.10am - English
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    Maltese Mass  
  
  Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

    1st Saturday of the Month 6.00pm
  Sat. 8.30am - English
  Sat. 8.30am-English

    Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
  Reconciliation: Sat. 10.30am
    Marriages - By Appointment
                                                                                                                      
   7th  Sunday, Year  A                                                                                  19  February   2017                                                      
	Saintly
A tennis player in the 1980s gained unfavourable notoriety for his verbal stoushes with umpires and his use of the phrase, “You cannot be serious!”  I sometimes wonder whether this phrase is our instinctive response when Jesus challenges us with his radical teaching in the gospel.
There were occasions when the apostles, mystified, questioned Jesus.  It is worth remembering his response was that with God everything becomes possible.  Paul reminds the Corinthians they are not dependent on human wisdom: they are temples of God’s Spirit; God is living among them; they belong to Christ and Christ belongs to God.

The Old Testament people were not strangers to the call to love and forgiveness:  Leviticus makes it clear the Lord had told Moses to teach the community to love and forgive and be holy, like God.  And yet, by the time Jesus was speaking the same message, his own people were more familiar with an interpretation that meant they were only called upon to love their neighbour, not their enemies.  Jesus more than takes them and us out of our comfort zone and culminates by insisting:  “You must be perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect.”  There are times we are inspired by some of the heroic examples of love and forgiveness in the saints who have risen above their human circumstances, either showing us how to reach out to those on the margins or how to heal the hurt when forgiveness seems all but impossible.  This is why the Church cultivates our devotion to the saints, especially in our time.  Hopefully, they are people with whom we can identify because they have lived in our times and overcome the challenges of today’s world.  But the danger remains that holiness can be viewed as something reserved for the exceptional few, not something to which all of us can aspire.  This is partly the result of our own temperaments, as well as the language of the gospel.  For example, Matthew completes Jesus’ teaching in this section of the Sermon on the Mount with the command: “You must therefore be perfect just as your heavenly Father is perfect.”  Matthew is writing for his own Jewish community, determined that they see the contrast with their former way of understanding God.  But note how Luke, in his gospel, completes the same sequence of teaching:   “Be compassionate as your Father is compassionate.”  The perfection of the gospel is not the perfection of the person who has to get everything right – the perfectionist – it is rather the compassion of God.

Luke, the doctor, the friend of Mary, was writing for a non-Jewish audience.  Like Pope Francis today he was desperate that we should encounter Christ, the healer and bring his compassion to others.  Perhaps becoming a saint is not out of the question after all?


BAPTISMS
Congratulations to Ava Magro child of Michael and Angel, Cinzia Stranieri child of Joseph and Patrizia who will be baptised this weekend.  We welcome them into our parish community and assure the families of our prayerful best wishes on this happy occasion.
MEMORIAL MASS  
Saturday 25 February 6.00pm – Angelo Mascaro (1 yr).

LITURGY TEAM MEETING
The Liturgy team meeting will be held this week on Wednesday 22 February 2017 at 7.30pm in the Presbytery. 
2017 SACRAMENTAL CLASSES  FOR STATE SCHOOL CHILDREN
Sacrament of Reconciliation (1st Confession), children in year 4.
Sacrament of Confirmation, children in year 6.

Please collect registration form from the parish office.  Then submit with a copy of the child’s Baptismal certificate either to Sr Estelita or to the Parish office by 25 February. 
FEASTS
Wednesday 22 February – The Chair of St Peter
Thursday 23 February – St Polycarp, bishop, martyr

Social Justice in the City: fr frank moloney on ecology
Wednesday 22 February, 12–1pm
St Francis Pastoral Centre, corner Lonsdale and Elizabeth Streets, Melbourne
For the next Social Justice in the City event, Fr Frank Moloney SDB will reflect on Pope Francis’ encyclical on the environment, Laudato si’. All welcome. Complimentary refreshments follow.  
Details: Joan on 9895 5875
	THE JOY OF LOVE (Amoris Laetitia)
Last year on the feast of St. Joseph 19 March 2016 Pope Francis issued a special letter following the two Synods of Bishops on family which was held in Rome in October 2014 and October 2015 where they reflected and discussed about the many pastoral and spiritual needs of families including families who are experiencing brokenness, division and other difficulties. The Pope’s letter with 325 paragraphs (some of them long) is officially called: 
The Joy of Love: Post Synodal Apostolic Exhortation on Love in the Family. 
Here are some words from the first two paragraphs: 
“The Joy of Love experienced by families is also the joy of the Church. As the Synod Fathers noted, for all the many signs of crisis in the institution of marriage, “the desire to marry and form a family remains vibrant, especially among young people, and this is an inspiration to the Church”. As a response to that desire, “the Christian proclamation on the family is good news indeed”.
The Synod process allowed for an exam​ination of the situation of families in today’s world, and thus for a broader vision and a re​newed awareness of the importance of marriage and the family. The complexity of the issues that arose revealed the need for continued open discussion of a number of doctrinal, moral, spiritual, and pastoral questions. The thinking of pastors and theologians, if faithful to the Church, honest, realistic and creative, will help us to achieve greater clarity. 
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                            FROM THE POPE’S TWITTER

· The unity of love is realised when we announce together the wonders God has done for us.
· Nothing is impossible if we turn to God in prayer. We can all be builders of peace.

· Let us never place conditions on God! Entrusting ourselves to the Lord means entering into his plans without demanding anything.

· It is good to know the Lord takes on the burden of our fragilities and patiently gets us back on our feet with the strength to start over.



	ST MONICAS COLLEGE EPPING

You are invited to attend a Morning Tea with the Principal. This is an excellent opportunity to see our facilities and to learn more about the values of a Monican Education. 

[image: image3.emf]Dates for Term 1, 2017 
Monday 6 February, 9.30am 

Wednesday 8 February, 9.30am 

Thursday 9 February, 9.30am 

Friday 17 February, 9.30am 

Thursday 23 February, 9.30am 

Tours commence from The Theatre of All Nations, 

Dalton Road Campus. 

To make a booking online visit www.stmonicas-epping.com 

For further information please contact the College Registrar, 

Mrs Enza Sinopoli on 

9409 8444 or email registrar@stmonicas-epping.com 

Enrolments are currently being accepted for 
Year 7, 2018 - 2019. 

2018 enrolments will close on Friday 17 February, 2017. 
2019 enrolments will close on Friday 25 August, 2017. 
HORIZONS Accelerated Learning Program is offered at Year 7 Level. 

16 Davisson Street, Epping VIC 3076 
Phone: 9409 8800 

Email: admin@stmonicas-epping.com 

Website: www.stmonicas-epping.com


