As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING   Jeremiah    20:7-9
The word of the Lord God has meant derision for me.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	My soul is thirsting for you, O Lord my God.

	Ha sete di te, Signore, l’anima mia.                                                                                                                  


	
	


SECOND READING    Romans  12:1-2
May you present your bodies as a living sacrifice.

.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia!
May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ enlighten the eyes of our heart, that we might see how great is the hope to which we  are called.   Alleluia!


	Alleluia, alleluia.  

Il Padre del Signore nostro Gesu’ Cristo illumini gli occhi del nostro cuore per farci comprendere a quale speranza ci ha chiamati.  Alleluia.
  


GOSPEL  Matthew   16: 21-27
Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself. 
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$318.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$218.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$199.00
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS
LECTORS - THIS WEEK   03/09/2023
SPECIAL MINISTERS


5.30pm (SAT) – 
MALTESE MASS (Selected)
MALTESE MASS (Selected)
9.00am (SUN) –  C Agostinelli & F Multari
A Sonza, L Calafiore & N Mercuri
10.30am (SUN) – L De Marco
S Dakin & V De Leo           
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  10/09/2023
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
5.30pm- E Saliba

E Krygger & M Mizzi
9.00am- T Forte & R Pino
F Multari, G Barbaro & O Strangis
10.30am- R Covello
G Caruana & S Rottura
YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               RECENTLY DECEASED   
Carlo SCOMAZZON, Santa CALIGIURI, Shane HOWARD,

ANNIVERSARIES & SPECIAL MEMORIES  Joseph BONELLO Pasquale FURCI, 
Rosina NICOLAZZO, Luigi, Giacomo & Luciano CAVEDON, 
Giovanni, Carlo, Luciano & Claudio VALMORBIDA, Giuseppe NICASTRI, Corrado PELLIGRA, 
Achille & Antonio DI GUGLIELMO, Domenico PICCONE, Geraldo ALBERTI, 
Antonio & Francesco DI MASI, Primo ESPOSITO, Ferdinando GIGLIOTTI, Tony AMORE, 
Saverio MULTARI, Francesco & Bruno MULTARI, Domenico ALAGNA, Pietro STRANIERE, 
Matteo ALAGNA, Antonio & Beniamino PASCUZZI, Matteo NAPOLITANO, 
Giovanni, Pasquale & Michael BUTERA, Paolo PORCU’,   Anniversaries Continued –

ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
     SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest             WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                               Mb: 0431 643 674
      Sat  5.30pm - English
                 Mrs Maria Barnes – School Principal
 
      Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
                     Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
            Tue. 10.00am Italian
      Sun. 10.30am – English
             
           Wed. 9.10am - English
 
        
            Thur. 9.10am - English
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       Maltese Mass  
  
           Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

       1st Saturday of the Month 5.30pm
  
  Sat. 8.30am-English

       Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
       Reconciliation:  
       Marriages – by Appointment                                                                                   (Individual  Confessions)                                              


                                                                                            Sat. 5.00pm  or by Appointment                            
 22nd  Sunday in Ordinary Time     Year  A                                              3   September,   2023                                                                                                                           
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The way of the cross[image: image1]
Is self-sacrifice ever mentioned in your workplace, along with service, commitment, excellence or respect? Probably not because, as one website suggests, it’s not normal and very unhealthy, while another warns us that you’ll sacrifice your own well-being. 

There are positive views too, suggesting we are a little ambivalent and unsure about the idea of self-sacrifice. While there’s probably not much mention of it at work, we quite unselfconsciously refer to it when it comes to our families and sports teams. 

See how this plays out in the gospel: when Jesus mentions his suffering, death and resurrection to Peter, Peter takes him aside and argues with him. For Peter thinks he is the Messiah we had been led to expect, not this humiliating alternative Jesus puts to him. 

We know the feeling: we often think we know better than Jesus what he’s about. But Jesus responds to Peter, in no uncertain terms, that Peter has become an obstacle in God’s way. Then, turning to the disciples Jesus says let each “take up his cross and follow me.” Taking up our cross, which is Jesus’s, we gradually come to befriend God and so begin, at moments, to discover the glory of the resurrection in our lives.   You can see why the prophet Jeremiah is tempted to become an obstacle in the first reading. He sounds off against God, at having to howl violence and ruin at the people, who hurl insult and derision back at him. But the more Jeremiah does God’s bidding, the more he realises God is at the core of his life. The fire of God’s love consumes him and, in the midst of his dire complaints, Jeremiah recognises, though he can hardly bear it, that God is there. 

In the second reading, Paul speaks of how the Good News of the cross shapes our life together as a community. What do we have to let go of to make room in our lives for others, to learn that we belong to each other? This is what Paul is speaking of, learning to ‘offer our own lives, together with Jesus, for the life of the world.’   It’s what we celebrate in the sacrifice of the Mass and what we are sent out to do in our daily lives. In this way, we begin to discover ‘the will of God and know what is good.’ It’s ‘not normal’, in the sense that’s it’s not something we have initiated but is a gift of God. 

However difficult the situation we may find ourselves in - firmly rebuked, derided, cast out - the readings encourage us to take heart, because it’s there we’re able to discover the cross and each other. The way into a relationship with the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and with each other, is through the cross. It is to the cross that we commit ourselves to each time we make the sign of the cross.   Losing our lives for his sake, we find them. As Jesus makes clear, it’s our new normal.                                                         

                                                                                                                                      Damian  Coleridge                                                                                             
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HAPPY FATHER’S DAY
Happy Father’s Day to all the fathers and men in our parish that they and their families, will always recognise with joy the value of their role in the fam  ily. Thank you to all fathers and men for their service in family and community. May God bless them with every goodness and kindness. 

A Father’s Day Prayer

God our Father, bless all the fathers and men in our community and in the world. Guide them to be good role models and loving to all their children. 
Help them to be a father like you are. 

Give them grace and patience to handle situations in a loving way. 

Grant this through Christ our Lord.     Amen.

	


	FATHER’S DAY APPEAL SUNDAY 3RD SEPTEMBER 2023
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This weekend we will have the Archbishop’s Father’s Day 2023 special collection for retired and sick priests.  The Priests’ Retirement Foundation will be happy to accept your generous contributions to help the Melbourne Archdiocese looking after the Sick and Retired priests. There are 95 Melbourne priests who are currently retired and who have ministered in most Melbourne parishes.  Let us care for those who cared.    

Envelopes are available on seats and there will be a special leaving collection at the end of each mass. Thank you.



MARRIAGE GOLDEN JUBILEE

Congratulations to Pietro and Antonietta Pinnuto who celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary this weekend. We wish them many blessings for many more years together. Auguri.

HAND SANITISING FOR SAFETY PRACTICES
As in many other places for people to sanitise their hands, please know that “Hand Sanitiser Bottles” are available in the Church, at the entrance and side doors and at the seats on the way to receiving communion. When you go to receive communion, please sanitise your hands and receive communion Only on the Hand. Please feel free, if you wish to wear a mask. THANKS.

MASS ON C31 (d.44) 
For those unable to attend church due to illness or other reasons there is an opportunity to follow the 11.00am Sunday Mass from St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Melbourne, which is broadcast live on the TV station C31 Melbourne, which is channel 44 on digital TV.

CHILD PROTECION WEEK (4-9 SEPT) & SAFEGAURDING SUNDAY (10 SEPT)
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Child Protection Week is a national campaign held each year to raise awareness of child-abuse prevention in our communities. This year’s reflective theme is: ‘Every child in every community needs a fair go’- ‘Where we start matters’. In the Catholic Church, Child Protection Week is highlighted through Safeguarding Sunday, which fall this year on 10 September 2023, to acknowledge the immense damage caused by the sexual abuse of children and adults at risk, including by priests, religious and lay people within Catholic contexts. We pray for Australia’s children that every child will be protected and for children in our parishes: that we may all work collaboratively to ensure the happiness and confidence of every child, to support safe communities and to foster an environment of safety and protection where children flourish.
FEAST
Friday  8 September: THE NATIVITY OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY
LITTLE BLESSINGS KEEP SAKE
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A variety of pins and charms including religious Catholic charms, perfect gifts for babies and baptisms can be purchased online. 
Website www.littleblessingskeepsake.com will be launched on 29th August. 

For more information please contact: info@littleblessingskeepsake.com
FOR A SYNODAL CHURCH: COMMUNION, PARTICIPATION AND MISSION 
 PRAYER FOR THE SYNOD: Adsumus Sancte Spiritus
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We stand before You, Holy Spirit, as we gather together in Your name. With You alone to guide us, make Yourself at home in our hearts; Teach us the way we must go and how we are to pursue it. We are weak and sinful; do not let us promote disorder. Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path nor partiality influence our actions. Let us find in You our unity so that we may journey together to eternal life and not stray from the way of truth and what is right. All this we ask of You, who are at work in every place and time, in the communion of the Father and the Son, forever and ever.  Amen. More information  www.synod.va
Anniversaries Cont:   Micheal BUTERA, Francesco & Teresa BUTERA, Saverio & Rosa NICOLAZZO,
Janez & Matteo ZELE, Antonio GRAHOR, Nicola ALBERTI, Giuseppe MARASCO, 

Daniel DICESARA, Frank & Bartolo RANDO, Bartolomeo LAGRECA 
Libero, Francesco & Antonio SANTOPIETRO, Pasquale TIMPANO, Mariagrazia MURDICA,

Elda ADDONA, 

The Parish of St Joseph the Worker, North Reservoir and the Diocese of Melbourne are committed to the care, wellbeing and protection of children, young people and vulnerable people in our community.
