As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING   Ezekiel    33:7-9
If you have not warned the wicked man, then I will hold you responsible for his death.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	O that today you would listen tohis voice! Harden not your hearts.

	Ascoltate oggi la voce del Signore.                                                                                                                  


	
	


SECOND READING    Romans  13:8-10
Love is the fulfilment of the Law.

.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia!
God was in Christ, to reconcile the world to himself; and the Good News of reconciliation he has entrusted to us.   Alleluia!


	Alleluia, alleluia.  

Dio ha riconciliato a se’ il mondo in Cristo, affidando a noi la parola della riconciliazione.  Alleluia.
  


GOSPEL  Matthew   18:15-20
If your brother or sister listens to you, you will have won that person back. 
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$347.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$549.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$505.00
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS
LECTORS - THIS WEEK   10/09/2023
SPECIAL MINISTERS


5.30pm (SAT) – E Saliba
E Krygger & M Mizzi
9.00am (SUN) –  T Forte & R Pino
F Multari, G Barbaro & O Strangis
10.30am (SUN) – R Covello
G Caruana & S Rottura          
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  17/09/2023
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
5.30pm- E Krygger
E Saliba & T Nguyen
9.00am- G Calvi & L Calafiore
M Piscioneri, R Pino & R Alberti
10.30am- J Iaria 

B Clark-Loh & V De Leo
YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               RECENTLY DECEASED   
Carmelo ROSANO, Don Felice MURATORE (d.Rec. Itlay)

ANNIVERSARIES & SPECIAL MEMORIES  
Fr Andrew CAMILLERI, Maria D’ERCOLE, Famiglia BRUNETTI, Famiglia DI TORE
Nicola ALBERTI, Giuseppe MARASCO, Daniel DICESARA, Bruno CRUPI,
Giovanni & Vincenzo CALVI, Giovanni, Giuseppe & Giovanni PAPALIA, Filippo PUGLIESE
.
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
     SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest             WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                               Mb: 0431 643 674
      Sat  5.30pm - English
                 Mrs Maria Barnes – School Principal
 
      Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
                     Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
            Tue. 10.00am Italian
      Sun. 10.30am – English
             
           Wed. 9.10am - English
 
        
            Thur. 9.10am - English
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       Maltese Mass  
  
           Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

       1st Saturday of the Month 5.30pm
  
  Sat. 8.30am-English

       Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
       Reconciliation:  
       Marriages – by Appointment                                                                                   (Individual  Confessions)                                              


                                                                                            Sat. 5.00pm  or by Appointment                            
 23rd  Sunday in Ordinary Time     Year  A                                              10   September,   2023                                                                                                                           
	God will never let us go [image: image1]
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One of the most memorable animated movies in recent times is “Frozen.” This hit Disney film, which had the song, “Let it Go,” tells the story of two sisters, Anna and Elsa. 

The elder sister, Elsa, struggles to discover who she really is. After accidentally injuring her sister with her magical powers, she escapes to the icy far north. However, her younger sister, Anna, cannot let Elsa go and goes in search of her. 

Anna finds companions along the way - Kristoff, Olaf and the reindeer Sven - who help her to win Elsa back. Elsa repeatedly spurns Anna and her attempts to reach out, but the younger sister’s determination to restore the relationship, even to the point of sacrificing herself, eventually leads to a happy reunion.   The determination of the younger sister to fight for the relationship resonates with the message of today’s gospel according to Matthew. Jesus explains the importance of trying three times to restore and rebuild the relationship with the person who has done something wrong: First time, go it alone to have it out with them; the second time, bring one or two others; and finally bring everyone to try to win the person back.   The number three in the bible symbolises completeness, wholeness and perfection. By mentioning three times, perhaps Jesus is saying to keep trying until it’s totally hopeless. In spite of trying everything humanly possible, and if there is still no change and the person persists in refusing to listen, Jesus says to then treat the person as you would a Gentile or a tax collector, in other words, an outsider, at least on a temporary basis. 

But remember that, earlier in the same gospel, Jesus calls upon a person named Matthew, who is a tax collector, to be one of his disciples. This reveals that, while there are limitations to our own human attempts to restore relationships, no such limitations exist for God, for whom no one is out of reach. God will not ever stop inviting and receiving a person back into the fullness of his/her relationship with God.   The lyrics at the ending of “Let it Go” are: “Let the storm rage on, the cold never bothered me anyway.” Sadly, unlike the movie, in real life there are no fairy tale endings and broken relationships are part and parcel of many people’s lives.  When relationships are broken, there is often anger, resentment, pain and grief. There can also be feelings of loneliness and isolation and a sense of being left out in the cold. But God wants us to be in loving relationship with one another and with God everyday of our lives. Whatever the difficulties and disappointments we face in life, all we can do is to keep doing our best, knowing and trusting that God will never give up on us and will always be with us.     
                                                                                                                                         Mark Chia CSsR                                                                                             


	PRIESTS’ RETIREMENT FONDATION FATHER’S DAY APPEAL

[image: image4.emf]The Priests’ Retirement Foundation wish to thank all those who generously contributed towards the Father’s Day Annual appeal to help the Melbourne Archdiocese looking after the Sick and Retired priests. In case you missed out there are still some envelopes in church where if you wish you can make your contribution and put the envelope in the basket during the church collection. Thank You.
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CONFIRMATION

Congratulations to the students who received the sacrament of Confirmation this weekend by Bishop Terry Curtin. Together with their families we pray for these Confirmation Candidates that they will live out with faith and hope the fruits and the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

CHILD PROTECTION WEEK (4-9 SEPTEMBER) & SAFEGAURDING SUNDAY 

(10 SEPTEMBER)
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Child Protection Week is a national campaign held each year to raise awareness of child-abuse prevention in our communities. This year’s reflective theme is: ‘Every child in every community needs a fair go’- ‘Where we start matters’. In the Catholic Church, Child Protection Week is highlighted through Safeguarding Sunday, which fall this year on 10 September 2023, to acknowledge the immense damage caused by the sexual abuse of children and adults at risk, including by priests, religious and lay people within Catholic contexts. We pray for Australia’s children that every child will be protected and for children in our parishes: that we may all work collaboratively to ensure the happiness and confidence of every child, to support safe communities and to foster an environment of safety and protection where children flourish.
POPE’S MONTHLY PRAYER INTENTION FOR SEPTEMBER 2023
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For people living on the margins

We pray for those persons living on the margins of society, in inhumane life conditions; may they not be overlooked by institutions and never considered of lesser importance.

________________________________________

Compassionate, loving God, every day we see and hear the misery and suffering of oppressed people. Too often, we do not allow ourselves to be your partner in their liberation. Call us. Empower us. Consecrate us. Send us. Amen.

HAND SANITISING FOR SAFETY PRACTICES
As in many other places for people to sanitise their hands, please know that “Hand Sanitiser Bottles” are available in the Church, at the entrance and side doors and at the seats on the way to receiving communion. When you go to receive communion, please sanitise your hands and receive communion Only on the Hand. Please feel free, if you wish to wear a mask. THANKS.

MASS ON C31 (d.44) 
For those unable to attend church due to illness or other reasons there is an opportunity to follow the 11.00am Sunday Mass from St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Melbourne, which is broadcast live on the TV station C31 Melbourne, which is channel 44 on digital TV.
BAPTISM

Congratulations to Matthew Liberatore child of Richard and Lamia, who will be baptised this weekend.  We welcome Matthew into our parish community and assure the family of our prayerful best wishes on this happy occasion.
FEASTS
Wednesday  13 September – St John Chrysostom, bishop, doctor
Thursday 14 September – The Exaltation of the Cross

Friday 15 Sseptember – Our Lady of Sorrows

Saturday 16 September – Sts Cornelius, pope, martyr, and Cyprian, bishop, martyr

LITTLE BLESSINGS KEEP SAKE
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A variety of pins and charms including religious Catholic charms, perfect gifts for babies and baptisms can be purchased online. 
Website www.littleblessingskeepsake.com For more information please contact: info@littleblessingskeepsake.com
FOR A SYNODAL CHURCH: COMMUNION, PARTICIPATION AND MISSION 
  PRAYER FOR THE SYNOD: Adsumus Sancte Spiritus
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We stand before You, Holy Spirit, as we gather together in Your name. With You alone to guide us, make Yourself at home in our hearts; Teach us the way we must go and how we are to pursue it. We are weak and sinful; do not let us promote disorder. Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path nor partiality influence our actions. Let us find in You our unity so that we may journey together to eternal life and not stray from the way of truth and what is right. All this we ask of You, who are at work in every place and time, in the communion of the
    Father and the Son, forever and ever.  Amen. More information  www.synod.va
  The Parish of St Joseph the Worker, North Reservoir and the Diocese of Melbourne are committed to the care,    

  wellbeing and protection of children, young people and vulnerable people in our community.
