   As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING Jeremiah     33:14-16
I will cause a good seed to spring forth from David.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	To you, O Lord, I lift my soul.

	A te, Signore, innalzo l’anima mia, in te confido.



SECOND READING     Thessalonians   3:12-4:2
When Christ comes may he strengthen your hearts in holiness.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia!
Lord, show us your mercy and love, and grant us your salvation.   Alleluia!

	Alleluia, alleluia.
Mostraci, Signore, la tua misericordia e donaci la tua salvezza.   Alleluia. 
  


GOSPEL  Luke   21:25-28, 34-36
Your redemption is near at hand.
.         
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$544.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$200.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$200.00
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS
LECTORS - THIS WEEK  28/11/2021
SPECIAL MINISTERS


6.00pm (SAT) – 
 E Saliba
M Mizzi & E Krygger
9.00am (SUN) –  G Calvi & L Calafiore
M Piscioneri, R Pino & R Alberti
10.30am (SUN) – J Iaria
E Bartlett & A Gatto
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  05/12/2021
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
6.00pm- MALTESE MASS (Selected)
MALTESE MASS (Selected)
9.00am- C Agostinelli & F Multari
D Biasibetti, G Calvi & N Mercuri
10.30am- E Bartlett
J Mengolian & Theresa Nguyen
      



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            RECENTLY DECEASED  Bishop Bill WRIGHT,  Fr Christopher SETON, Vanda MINNITI,
Rocco SALZONE, Salvatore MONACO, Giuseppe Arturo LUNA, Prospero BELLIZIA
Mariantonia CRUPI, Maria CAMINITTI
ANNIVERSARIES & SPECIAL MEMORIES  Fr Victor BONELLO OFMConv.
Pietro LUCIA, Pasquale & Michael BUTERA, Raffaele SIRIANNI, Gaetano SPANO,
Famiglia CHIODO, Paolo PORCU, Famiglia ALBERTI, Famiglia RISOLI, Francesco CONTI,
Franca BIASIBETTI, Betty PELUSO

ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
   SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest            WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                          Mb: 0431 643 674
    Sat  6.00pm - English
              Mrs Maria Barnes – School Principal
 
    Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
              Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
  Tue. 10.00am Italian
    Sun. 10.30am – English
             
  Wed. 9.10am - English

        
  Thur. 9.10am - English
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    Maltese Mass  
  
  Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

    1st Saturday of the Month 6.00pm
  
  Sat. 8.30am-English

    Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
  Reconciliation: Sat. 10.30am
    Marriages - By Appointment
                                                                                                                      
 1st Sunday of Advent    Year  C                                                                  28    November,   2021                                                                                                                           
	PREVAILING HOPE NOT DESPAIR  
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Over the centuries there have been terrible disasters that to the people of the time would have seemed like signs of the apocalypse. There was the Black Death in the 14th century that killed 50 million people in Europe or some 60 percent of the population; the First World War followed by the influenza epidemic; and the destruction wrought by the Second World War. 

When we hear Our Lord in Luke’s Gospel warning of “signs in the sun and moon and stars; on earth nations in agony … people dying of fear as they await what menaces the world,” we may think of the threat of nuclear war, followed by a long nuclear winter destroying most life on earth. 

Or perhaps we recall the warnings of scientists, echoed by Pope Francis in his document Laudato Si’, about the imminent catastrophe from global warming and climate change. This is no longer science fiction. As many farmers know, we are facing longer droughts, more severe flooding, more extreme weather events and fiercer storms. Rising sea levels will displace hundreds of millions of people from low-lying areas, including the major river deltas which produce much of the world’s food.  Jesus knew nothing about these frightening new threats to life on earth. But he knew a lot about the trauma and tragedy that had occurred in Jewish history over hundreds of years, and he knew what his followers would encounter.  Despite all this anguish, curiously Jesus’ message is one of incredible hope, not of despair. Jesus says to stand tall and confidently when the Son of Man comes “with power and great majesty”, since our “liberation is near at hand.” We can barely imagine what this mysterious “liberation” implies as the Reign of God transforms the universe. Neither Jesus nor Luke are claiming to be futurologists, forecasting the future. Rather, they are affirming hope in the promises of God to guide our lives. We have here no lasting home; our lives are preparing us to be welcomed into our home in heaven, delighting in the intimacy of God’s presence. Jesus urges his disciples to stay awake and pray “for the strength to survive all that is going to happen.” Jesus is not handing out free tickets for an easy ride to heaven. He is warning of the need for courage when his followers face threats of death and persecution, as do Christians in parts of the world today. While warning the disciples against backsliding, Jesus is not telling them to withdraw from the challenges of life. He urges them not to let “your hearts be coarsened with debauchery and drunkenness and the cares of life.” 

As St Paul wrote to the Thessalonians, may the Lord increase “your love and make you love one another and the whole human race as much as we love you.” Today the words “the whole human race” take on new meaning as we face great and new challenges such as the current pandemic.

	                                                                                                                                                     Bruce Duncan CSsR                                                                                                                                                                                                                            


	WELCOME TO MASS

TO ENTER IN THE CHURCH: PEOPLE NEED TO BE FULLY VACCINATED

(VICTORIAN GOVERNMENT RULES)

BENVENUTI ALLA MESSA

PER ENTRARE NELLA CHIESA DOVETE ESSERE DOPPIO VACCINATI

(LEGGE DEL GOVERNO DELLO STATO DI VICTORIA)



	YEAR OF SAINT JOSEPH

8 December 2020 – 8 December 2021 (www.vatican.va)

Jesus in the Gospels is indicated as the “son of Joseph” (Lk 3:23; 4: 22; Jn 1:45; 6:42) and the “carpenter’s son” (Mt 13:55; Mk 6:3). Narrating Jesus’ childhood, the Evangelists Matthew and Luke dedicate space to the role of Joseph. Both of them compile a “genealogy” to highlight the historicity of Jesus. Addressing himself above all to the Judeo-Christians, Matthew starts from Abraham and ends up at Joseph, defined as "the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, who is called Christ” (1:16). Luke, on the other hand, goes all the way back to Adam, beginning directly with Jesus, who "was the son of Joseph", but specifies: “as was supposed” (3:23). Therefore, both Evangelists present Joseph not as the biological father, but in any case, as fully the father of Jesus. Through him, Jesus fulfils the history of the covenant and salvation between God and humanity. For Matthew this history begins with Abraham; for Luke, with the very origin of humanity, that is, with Adam.
(From POPE FRANCIS’ GENERAL AUDIENCE talk, Wednesday, 24 November 2021)
Saint Joseph the Worker: Pray for us             San Giuseppe Lavoratore: Prega per noi

PRAYER TO ST JOSEPH  -  by Pope Francis

Hail, Guardian of the Redeemer, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
To you God entrusted his only Son; in you Mary placed her trust;
with you Christ became human.

Blessed Joseph, to us too, show yourself a father
and guide us in the path of life. Obtain for us grace, mercy and courage,
and defend us from every evil. Amen.




FIRST HOLY COMMUNION
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Congratulations to the Grade five and Grade four children from our St. Joseph the Worker Catholic Primary School, who received the Sacrament of the Eucharist for the first time this weekend. Let us pray for these children and their families that they may continue to believe in the presence of Jesus who teaches us to serve and love one another. 

BAPTISMS
Congratulations to Oliver Limenidis child of  Marc and Deanna, and Cecilia Butera child of Daniel and Louise, who will be baptised this weekend.  We welcome them into our parish community and assure the families of our prayerful best wishes on this happy occasion.

ADORAZIONE EUCARISTICA

Martedi 30 Novembre Adorazione Eucaristica ore 9.00am in Chiesa.  Seguita dalla S. Messa ore 10.00am.  Vi aspettiamo numerosi nella preghiera.

MALTESE MASS

A reminder that the Maltese Mass will be celebrated next Saturday 4 December at 6.00pm.
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FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT: BEGINNING A NEW LITURGICAL YEAR (C) 
Advent is a Season of New Beginnings, Longing and Light. The four candles of the Advent Wreath are symbols of HOPE (Prophet’s Candle), FAITH (Bethlehem Candle), JOY (Shepherd’s Candle) and PEACE (Angel’s Candle). Advent is a time set aside to stop and reflect in a special way on how Christ comes into our life. Advent directs us to the birth of Christ in Bethlehem and our faith is founded on one clear fact that in the birth of Jesus Christ, God came into the world as a human being. Advent directs our attention to Christ’s coming in our everyday life. He comes when we least expect him: in the awkward person we have to deal with; when we are feeling unwell and are tired with the difficulties of life. Our daily prayer helps us to prepare for those moments. In Advent we are welcoming a God who has been as close to us as God is in our celebration of the Eucharist, a God with whom we have been in such close communion that we have learned to see the world through God’s eyes. As we start the Advent season may we experience the longing for the light that the coming of Christ brings in our hearts.


MASS ON C31 (d.44)

For those unable to attend church due to illness or other reasons there is an opportunity to follow the 11.00am Sunday Mass from St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Melbourne, which is broadcast live on the TV station C31 Melbourne, which is channel 44 on digital TV. 

CORONA VIRUS: GUIDELINES

As we gather for mass, we are still asked to observe the following guidelines due to the Health Department restrictions at this time of the Corona Virus.

VACCINATION: To enter in church: people need to be fully vaccinated.
FACEMASKS: Please wear a facemask: It’s compulsory.
CONTACT DETAILS:  Contact details are required for all attendees– and must include: First Name + Contact Number + date and time at which the person attended the place of worship. Please register your name through the Side door where assistance is provided. 

Also Sanitise your Hands as you enter Church.   Please use the QRCode if you have the smart phone (mobile iphone) 

COLLECTION: To be done only as leaving collection not passing plate around seats. 
HOLY COMMUNION:  Holy Communion to be received only on the hand.  Before receiving communion sanitise your hands (sanitiser bottles are provided at seats), and while approaching to the sanctuary please observe the 1.5 meters distance.

Thanks to all those who are giving us a hand at this time for example: writing the names of attendees, preparing and cleaning after mass according to Covid-19 requirements. Thank you for your help. 

FOR A SYNODAL CHURCH: COMMUNION, PARTICIPATION AND MISSION

This is a two-year process of consultations culminating in the Synod of Bishops gathering in Rome in October 2023. The Catholic Church in Australia invites the People of God to make submissions via an online portal that opened on October 17. Those submissions will help Bishops develop a national report to support the global process leading to an international gathering in 2023. Find out more at: http://www.catholic.org.au/synodalchurch
PRAYER FOR THE SYNOD: Adsumus Sancte Spiritus 
We stand before You, Holy Spirit, as we gather together in Your name. With You alone to guide us, make Yourself at home in our hearts; Teach us the way we must go and how we are to pursue it. We are weak and sinful; do not let us promote disorder. Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path nor partiality influence our actions. Let us find in You our unity so that we may journey together to eternal life and not stray from the way of truth and what is right. All this we ask of You, who are at work in every place and time, in the communion of the Father and the Son, forever and ever. Amen.
The Parish of St Joseph the Worker, North Reservoir and the Diocese of Melbourne are committed to the care, wellbeing and protection of children, young people and vulnerable people in our community.
