As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING   Isaiah    55:6-9
My thoughts are not your thoughts.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	The Lord is near to all who call him.

	Il Signore e’ vicino a chi lo invoca.                                                                                                                  


	
	


SECOND READING    Philippians  1:20-24, 27
For me to live is Christ.

.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia!
Open our hearts, O Lord, to listen to the words of your Son.   Alleluia!


	Alleluia, alleluia.  

Apri, Signore, il nostro cuore e accoglieremo le parole del Figlio tuo.  Alleluia.
  


GOSPEL  Matthew   20:1-16 
Why are you jealous because I am generous?. 
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$589.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$310.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$241.00
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS
LECTORS - THIS WEEK   24/09/2023
SPECIAL MINISTERS


5.30pm (SAT) – B Nadenbousch
N Ziino & D Nguyen
9.00am (SUN) –  C Agostinelli & F Multari
D Biasibetti, G Calvi & P Leggiero
10.30am (SUN) – N Sua
T Nguyen & M Mizzi      
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  01/10/2023
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
5.30pm- N Ziino

B Nadenbousch & E Krygger
9.00am- R Di Guglielmo & R Pino
L Cavedon, A Sonza & N Mercuri
10.30am- B Clark-Loh
D Nguyen & J Iaria
YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               RECENTLY DECEASED   
Salvatore STRANGIS, Domenico FERRARO, Salvatore ZOCCO, Gabriele SCIARRA

ANNIVERSARIES & SPECIAL MEMORIES  
Patrick MAHONY, Teresa Aoun FRANCIS, Felice TARANTO, Santa CALIGIURI, 
Salvatore & Francesco PILEGI, Teresa CAPUTO, Mariantonia MAIDA, Nicola ALBERTI, 
Giuseppe MARASCO, Daniel DICESARA
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
     SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest             WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                               Mb: 0431 643 674
      Sat  5.30pm - English
                 Mrs Maria Barnes – School Principal
 
      Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
                     Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
            Tue. 10.00am Italian
      Sun. 10.30am – English
             
           Wed. 9.10am - English
 
        
            Thur. 9.10am - English
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       Maltese Mass  
  
           Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

       1st Saturday of the Month 5.30pm
  
  Sat. 8.30am-English

       Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
       Reconciliation:  
       Marriages – by Appointment                                                                                   (Individual  Confessions)                                              


                                                                                            Sat. 5.00pm  or by Appointment                            
 25th  Sunday in Ordinary Time     Year  A                                              24   September,   2023                                                                                                                           
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GOD’S LAVISH GENEROSITY 
Many of the grim-faced youths waiting to have their feet washed that Holy Thursday were heavily tattooed. They were familiar with the harsh realities of crime and violence. Nevertheless, the elderly figure knelt before them, gently washed then dried their feet, and kissed their feet lovingly. 
Touched by his gesture of love and mercy, they kissed his hand, thanked him warmly and appeared deeply moved by his actions. The figure before them was Pope Francis and the young people were inmates at a juvenile prison in Rome. 

Today’s gospel illustrates a quality which Greg Boyle SJ has described as the “limitless magnanimity of God.” The generous landowner in the parable invites any worker needing employment into his vineyard. It is a metaphor for a God whose generosity knows no bounds. He longs to include everyone in his plan for redemption.   The wage of one denarius is not an indication that the landowner is a mean-spirited businessman. In contrast, it is meant to show that everyone is equally valued no matter their circumstances. God’s love sets no limits and, indeed, is entirely undeserved. It is a gift he offers to everyone regardless of how they come to him.   Fr Boyle has embodied this lavish generosity in his ministry. Touched by the plight of disadvantaged youth who have fallen into crime, he founded Homeboy Ministries, a gang intervention and rehabilitation program in Los Angeles. He has, for the past few decades, provided training, employment and opportunities for gang members—some of whom even belong to rival gangs—to rebuild their lives. He describes God’s heart as “immeasurably larger than our imaginations can conjure.” He says that God longs to give all of us, regardless of our circumstances “peace, assurance and a sense of well-being” (Gregory Boyle, Tattoos on the Heart: The Power of Boundless Compassion).   In his encyclical “Fratelli Tutti,” Pope Francis draws on the example of St Francis of Assisi to encourage us to live in a manner marked radically by the gospel. St Francis regarded his primary goal as spreading the love of God to everyone. Pope Francis explains that St Francis understood that “God is love and those who abide in love abide in God” (1 John 4:16). Pope Francis also cites the parable of the Good Samaritan as well as Jesus’ encounter with the Samaritan woman as examples of how God’s love transcends boundaries such as race and culture. 

Our deep encounter with an immensely generous and loving God can prove life-changing and indeed world-changing. God’s love transforms each of us and, in turn, ripples out to the broad network of everyone with whom we interact. Pope Francis explains that “our relationships, if healthy and authentic, open us to others who expand and enrich us.” Empowered by this divine impetus, we can bring about significant social, 
economic and political change in our world.
                                                                                                                                                  Sophie Clements                                                                                            


	THE 109th WORLD DAY OF MIGRANTS

AND REFUGEES SUNDAY 24th SEPTEMBER 2023 -
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“FREE TO CHOOSE WHETHER TO MIGRATE OR TO STAY”
For this year’s World Day of Migrants and Refugees, Pope Francis chose the reflective theme: “Free to Choose whether to Migrate or to  Stay” and encougarges everyone to see in the migrant or refugee not simply a brother or sister in difficulty, but Christ himself: ‘For I was a Stanger and you welcomed me’. ‘The synodal path that we have undertaken as a Church’, said Pope Francis, ‘leads us to see in those who are most vulnerable – among whom are many migrants and refugees – special companions on our way, to be loved and cared for as brothers and sisters. Only by walking together will we be able to go far and reach the common goal of our journey.’ 

PRAYER: God, Father Almighty, grant us the grace to work tirelessly for justice, solidarity and peace, so that all your children may enjoy the freedom to choose whether to migrate or to stay. Grant us the courage to denounce all the horrors of our world, and to combat every injustice that marks the beauty of your children and the harmony of our common home. Sustain us by the power of your Spirit, so that we can reflect your tender love to every migrant whom you place in our path, and to spread in hearts and in every situation the culture of encounter and of care.




POPE’S MONTHLY PRAYER INTENTION FOR SEPTEMBER 2023
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For people living on the margins

We pray for those persons living on the margins of society, in inhumane life conditions; may they not be overlooked by institutions 
and never considered of lesser importance.

________________________________________

Compassionate, loving God, every day we see and hear the misery and suffering of oppressed people. Too often, we do not allow ourselves to be your partner in their liberation. Call us. Empower us. Consecrate us. Send us. Amen.

HAND SANITISING FOR SAFETY PRACTICES
As in many other places for people to sanitise their hands, please know that “Hand Sanitiser Bottles” are available in the Church, at the entrance and side doors and at the seats on the way to receiving communion. When you go to receive communion, please sanitise your hands and receive communion Only on the Hand. Please feel free, if you wish to wear a mask. THANKS.

MASS ON C31 (d.44) 
For those unable to attend church due to illness or other reasons there is an opportunity to follow the 11.00am Sunday Mass from St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Melbourne, which is broadcast live on the TV station C31 Melbourne, which is channel 44 on digital TV.

ADORAZIONE EUCARISTICA

Martedi 26  Settembre Adorazione Eucaristica ore 9.00am, Segue S. Messa ore 10.00am. 
FEASTS
Wednesday 27 September – St Vincen de Paul, Priest
 Friday 29 September  – Sts Michael, Gabriel & Raphael, Archangels
 Saturday 30 September – St Jerome, priest, doctor

LITTLE BLESSINGS KEEP SAKE
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A variety of pins and charms including religious Catholic charms, perfect gifts for babies and baptisms can be purchased online. 
Website www.littleblessingskeepsake.com For more information please contact: info@littleblessingskeepsake.com
FOR A SYNODAL CHURCH: COMMUNION, PARTICIPATION AND MISSION 
 
WITHOUT PRAYER THERE WILL BE NO SYNOD –  POPE FRANCIS
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In a letter directed to all bishops released on 15 September, following Pope Francis’ message ‘Without Prayer there will be no Synod’, Cardinal Mario Grech, General Secretary of the General Secretariat of the Synod, asked the world's bishops ‘to pray for the synod and to urge every Christian church parish and community, toward unanimous and incessant prayer.’ Here Cardinal Mario Grech invites the faithful from around the world to prayerfully participate in the XVI (16th) Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops that will open in the Vatican on 4 October. The letter read: ‘The synod is first and foremost an event of prayer and listening that does not solely involve the members of the synodal assembly, but every baptised person, every particular church.’ It continued, ‘Indeed, all are called in this moment to join ourselves to the communion of prayer and in the insistent invocation of the Holy Spirit so it may guide us in the discernment of what the Lord asks today of his church.’
PRAYER FOR THE SYNOD: Adsumus Sancte Spiritus
We stand before You, Holy Spirit, as we gather together in Your name. With You alone to guide us, make Yourself at home in our hearts; Teach us the way we must go and how we are to pursue it. We are weak and sinful; do not let us promote disorder. Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path nor partiality influence our actions. Let us find in You our unity so that we may journey together to eternal life and not stray from the way of truth and what is right. All this we ask of You, who are at work in every place and time, in the communion of the Father and the Son, forever and ever.  Amen. More information  www.synod.va
MASS FOR ALL NATIONS – MIGRANTS AND REFUGEE MASS
Celebrate with migrant communities from all over Melbourne at St Patrick’s Cathedral, East Melbourne on Sunday 24 September 2023 2.00pm-4.00pm.

2.00am: The Rosary will be prayed at 2pm in various languages, 

3.00pm: Mass celebrated by Archbishop Peter A Comensoli and migrant chaplains of the Archdiocese. All most welcome! 

  The Parish of St Joseph the Worker, North Reservoir and the Diocese of Melbourne are committed to the care,    

  wellbeing and protection of children, young people and vulnerable people in our community.
