As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING  Isaiah     25:6-10
The Lord will prepare a feast and will wipe away the tears from every cheek..
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	I shall live in the house of the Lord all the days of my life.

	Abitero’ per sempre nella casa del Signore.                                                                                                                  


	
	


SECOND READING    Philippians  4:12-14, 19-20
I am able to do all things in him who strengthens me.

.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia!
May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ enlighten the eyes of our heart, that we might see how great is the hope to which we are called.   Alleluia!


	Alleluia, alleluia.  

Il Padre del Signore nostro Gesu’ Cristo illumini gli occhi del nostro cuore per farci comprendere a quale speranza ci ha chiamati.  Alleluia.
  


GOSPEL  Matthew   22:1-14
Whomsoever you find invite to the wedding. 
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$475.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$168.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$162.00
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS
LECTORS - THIS WEEK   15/10/2023
SPECIAL MINISTERS


5.30pm (SAT) – D Pullicino
E Krygger & M Mizzi
9.00am (SUN) –  C Brunetti & G Barbaro
O Strangis, L Calafiore & R Pino
10.30am (SUN) – V De Leo
G Caruana & S Rottura      
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  22/10/2023
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
5.30pm- E Saliba 
T Nguyen & D Nguyen
9.00am- C Agostinelli & F Multari
G Barbaro, M Sinopoli & F Pascuzzi
10.30am- L De Marco
B Clark-Loh & V De Leo
YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               RECENTLY DECEASED   
Angela TRAPANI

ANNIVERSARIES & SPECIAL MEMORIES  
Fr Joseph YU, Maria VIVONA, Fidelia TOSSO, Nicolina VECCHIO, Erminia & Alberto BERARDI, 
Domenico CIRIANNI, Famiglia DI MUZIO,  Angelina, Nunziata, Rosaria & Antonio PILEGI,
Carmine, Francesco & Angela BARBERO, Angela ALOISE, Alfonzina AMORE, 
Giovanna MARRAZO
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
     SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest             WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                               Mb: 0431 643 674
      Sat  5.30pm - English
                 Mrs Maria Barnes – School Principal
 
      Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
                     Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
            Tue. 10.00am Italian
      Sun. 10.30am – English
             
           Wed. 9.10am - English
 
        
            Thur. 9.10am - English
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       Maltese Mass  
  
           Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

       1st Saturday of the Month 5.30pm
  
  Sat. 8.30am-English

       Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
       Reconciliation:  
       Marriages – by Appointment                                                                                   (Individual  Confessions)                                              


                                                                                            Sat. 5.00pm  or by Appointment                            
 28th  Sunday in Ordinary Time     Year  A                                              15    October,   2023                                                                                                                           
	AN INVITATION TO GOD’S BANQUET 
[image: image2.emf]
The image of the abundant, fulfilling feast is used throughout the scriptures to explain God’s promise of eternal life.  On the mountain of the Lord, as the prophet Isaiah says in today’s first reading, God will “provide for all peoples a feast of juicy, rich food and pure, choice wines.” This metaphor of the abundant feast is used to describe the promise of God that he will “destroy the veil” between himself and humanity, “wipe away the tears from every face” and “destroy death forever”. 

In today’s gospel, Jesus uses this imagery of Isaiah and ties the prophet’s promises into his own mission. Jesus’ parable reveals how the great reunion between God and humanity, where God will provide for his people and defeat death forever as foretold by the prophets, is exactly what is being through Jesus’ death and resurrection at Calvary. Hearing about Christ’s coming, death and resurrection is like receiving an invitation to a great wedding banquet, where the banquet represents eternal life with God.  And as Isaiah says, this provision is for “all peoples.” However, as Jesus goes on to say, “many are invited” to this heavenly banquet “but few are chosen.” 

There are people who reject the invitation to the eternal life that God has planned for us. As Jesus’ parable explains, people often dismiss God’s messengers without hearing what they have to say. Some have other business they consider more important. Others react aggressively to the message. Some receive the message and come to the party, see everything that God has provided, but reject the way that has been prepared.  This invitation to eternal that Jesus is more than just being assured of going to a nice place after we die. It is not about our souls receiving psychological enlightenment or a prize for good behaviour.   Eternal life, as Jesus says elsewhere in the gospels, is to know God, to know his goodness in the depths of our being, and to know Jesus Christ, and his message of salvation. In the life to come, we will be restored to communion with God and participation in his very nature. Eternal life, therefore, involves stepping into a new way of living. Not just accepting the invitation but living in the new life of love and holiness that we were created for.   What God wants more than anything else is that his children freely choose the life that he has on offer. And so, while we walk on this earth, the invitations are constantly issued to those of us willing to hear. Unlike the man who rejects to wear the wedding garment in this parable, which symbolises living the love and justice that God has created us for, we can respond differently to the king’s gentle question: “‘My friend, how is it that you came in here without a wedding garment?’”   The gospel reminds us to keep accepting Jesus’ invitations. The eternal life he is calling us to be part of is the one we have been created for. 

                                                                                                                                                     Joseph Doyle                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
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FOR A SYNODAL CHURCH: 
COMMUNION, PARTICIPATION AND MISSION

While the Synod on Synodality gathering in Rome with Pope Francis continues on we are invited to participate through our prayers as the following three priority issues continue to be discussed and shared: Communion, Participation, Mission.
1. A Communion that radiates: How can we be more fully a sign and instrument of union with God and of the unity of all humanity?
2. Co-responsibility in Mission: How can we better share gifts and tasks in the service of the Gospel? 
3. Participation, governance and authority: What processes, structures and institutions in a missionary synodal Church? 
POPE’S MONTHLY PRAYER INTENTION FOR OCTOBER 2023

“FOR THE SYNOD”
“A Church with this synodal style is one that listens, aware that listening is more than just hearing,” said Pope Francis, “It means listening to each other in our diversity and opening doors to those outside the Church. It’s not about gathering opinions, nor holding a parliament. The synod isn’t a survey; it’s about listening to the protagonist, the Holy Spirit. It’s about praying. Without prayer, there will be no Synod”. 
PRAYER “We pray for the Church, that she may adopt listening and dialogue as a lifestyle at every level, and allow herself to be guided by the Holy Spirit towards the peripheries of the world”     
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PRAYER FOR THE SYNOD: Adsumus Sancte Spiritus

We stand before You, Holy Spirit, as we gather together in Your name. With You alone to guide us, make Yourself at home in our hearts; Teach us the way we must go and how we are to pursue it. We are weak and sinful; do not let us promote disorder. Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path nor partiality influence our actions. Let us find in You our unity so that we may journey together to eternal life and not stray from the way of truth and what is right. All this we ask of You, who are at work in every place and time, in the communion of the Father and the Son, forever and ever. Amen. 

More information:  www.synod.va



FEAST OF OUR LADY STAR OF THE SEA (STELLA MARIS)

The Maltese Community, Stella Maris Association will celebrate the feast of Stella Maris in St. Joseph the Worker Church North Reservoir on Sunday 22nd October 2023. 

FRIDAY 20th October 2023 at 7.00pm Mass  
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SUNDAY 22nd October 2023 at 2.30pm: High Mass starts.  It will be celebrated by Parish Priest Canon Manuel Bonello, Rev. Fr. Frank Buhagiar and Rev. Fr. Lonnie Borg, assisted by Desmond Calleja and Stella Maris Choir.  All Associations are invited to take part by joining us in the church celebrations as well as during the procession carrying their banners.  4.00pm The procession with the beautiful Statue of Stella Maris will commence.  The MMG concert band of Vic. will accompany the statue around the streets of the Church.  6.00pm.  After the procession everyone is welcome to come in the hall where the MMG concert band of Vic. will perform.  Afterwards there will be DJ Domenic to entertain us.  
BAPTISM

Congratulations to Tommy Shoobert child of  Tommy and Linda,  who will be baptised this weekend.  We welcome Tommy into our parish community and assure the family of our prayerful best wishes on this happy occasion.

HAND SANITISING FOR SAFETY PRACTICES
As in many other places for people to sanitise their hands, please know that “Hand Sanitiser Bottles” are available in the Church, at the entrance and side doors and at the seats on the way to receiving communion. When you go to receive communion, please sanitise your hands and receive communion Only on the Hand. Please feel free, if you wish to wear a mask. THANKS.

MASS ON C31 (d.44) 
For those unable to attend church due to illness or other reasons there is an opportunity to follow the 11.00am Sunday Mass from St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Melbourne, which is broadcast live on the TV station C31 Melbourne, which is channel 44 on digital TV.

COLUMBAN CALENDARS

Columban Calendars  2024 on sale at $10each.

FEASTS
Tuesday 17th October – St Ignatius of Antioch, bishop, martyr
Wednesday 18th  October  – St Luke, Evangelist
LITTLE BLESSINGS KEEP SAKE
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A variety of pins and charms including religious Catholic charms, perfect gifts for babies and baptisms can be purchased online. 
Website www.littleblessingskeepsake.com For more information please contact: info@littleblessingskeepsake.com
  The Parish of St Joseph the Worker, North Reservoir and the Diocese of Melbourne are committed to the care,    

  wellbeing and protection of children, young people and vulnerable people in our community.
