
 As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land

FIRST READING    Leviticus 19:1-2.17-18
You must love your neighbor, as yourself.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	The Lord is kind and merciful!

	Il Signore e’ buono e grande nel l’amore.


SECOND READING     Corinthians 3:16-23
All things are yours, but you belong to Christ and Christ belongs to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia!
Whoever keeps the word of Christ, grows perfect in the love of God.   Alleluia!

	Alleluia, alleluia.
Chi osserva la parola di Gesu’ Cristo, in lui l’amore di Dio e’ veramente perfetto.   Alleluia!


GOSPEL Matthew 5:38-48
Love your enemies.
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
1st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$768.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$308.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$339.00
LECTORS - THIS WEEK   23/02/2014
SPECIAL MINISTERS

6.00pm (SAT) – 
Sr T Fitzsimmons & E Krygger
J Pullicino & E Saliba
9.00am (SUN) – 
 G Calvi & R Fatto
M Piscioneri, G Calvi & D Biasibetti
10.30am (SUN) – J & J Kearney
J Iaria, L De Marco & T Nguyen
LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  02/03/2014
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
6.00pm (SAT)  - 
MALTESE MASS (Selected)
MALTESE MASS (Selected)
9.00am (SUN) –  R Pino & L Cavedon
F Pascuzzi, G Tempone & C Alberti
10.30am (SUN) – L Conte  & C Antonio
R Iuele, P Nguyen & J Frangiosa
MONEY COUNTERS       24/02/2014          E Claridge, F Carabott & G Canavan
                                              03/03/2014          S Dakin & D Herbert
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING 
RECENTLY DECEASED  
Aldo DISINT (d.rec. Italy), 
ANNIVERSARIES   
Edmondo GASPARRI, Fortunato GATTO, Lidia Dri ( mother of Marisa Sinopoli), 
Sebastiana COSTANZO, Peter TANTANINI, Maria SCIPIONE, Primo & Paola PRECOMA, 
Lazzaro, Carmela & Giovanni DE CATA, Michele & Angela CIAVARELLA, 
Luigi & Giovanni PASCUZZI, Elena MARKESICK, Pasquale, Angelina & Giovanni VILLELLA, Angela PUCCIO, Tommaso MARUCA, 
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                   79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                 Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832    Mb: 0431 643 674 
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                       www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
   SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest
  WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:
    Sat  6.00pm - English
            Sr Estelita Manabo-Pastoral Associate
  Mon.  9.10am Comm. Service 
    Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
             Mr Peter Chowne -School Principal
  Tue. 10.00am Italian
    Sun. 10.30am – English
              Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
  Wed. 9.10am - English

        
  Thur. 9.10am - English
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    Maltese Mass  
  
  Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

    1st Saturday of the Month 6.00pm
  Sat. 8.30am - English
  Sat. 8.30am-English

    Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
  Reconciliation: Sat. 10.30am
    Marriages - By Appointment
                                                                                                                      
    7th Sunday of Ordinary Time,     Year A                                               23  February,  2014    
	Friends, Enemies and Strangers
How easy it is to divide our world and its people into three broad categories: friends, enemies and strangers.  We love the first, hate the second and ignore the third.  This may seem a perfectly reasonable way of behaving.  However, it is neither what Scripture nor Jesus teaches: “You must love your neighbour as yourself” (Leviticus); “You must love your enemy and pray for those who persecute you” (Jesus); “You must also love the stranger” (Deuteronomy) and “give to anyone who asks” (Jesus).

If all this didn’t seem difficult enough, Jesus then tells us to “be perfect as your heavenly Father is perfect”.  At this point, most of us feel like the rich young man in Jesus’ parable.  He wanted to do the right thing but, in the end, felt Jesus was asking too much – and so walked sadly away.  But that is the thing with love; it always asks much more of us than we are able to give.  Yet, if we give ourselves over to the love of God and others, we find our lives transformed.  For most of us, this is not something that happens overnight, but is a life-long process.

So, where to begin this journey of love?  We might start by giving more attention to our families and friends.  This is a first lesson, learning that even our love for those who love us is often found wanting.  Yet the love of family and friends, however imperfect, teaches us we can never deserve – let alone earn – the love of others.  It was once said, the human person needs much more love than anyone deserves.  Love is always a gift, both given and received.  Most of us learn this reality in the context of family and intimate relationships; in turn, we are asked to pass this love onto others.

Secondly, we have all experienced unjust situations where people have misunderstood, ignored or abused us.  Here is the enemy, either real or imagined.  In any case, we all carry hurt and pain as part of the human journey.  The challenge is to learn the seemingly impossible lesson of forgiveness.  Jesus’ prayer – “Father forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing” (Luke 23:34) – reminds us that none of us is totally innocent of hurting others.  Moreover, only to the extent we learn to forgive others are we free to accept the love and forgiveness of others. 

Love of the stranger carries with it the strong social justice message of the Scriptures.  St Augustine asks the question: “What does love look like?”  His answer: “It has hands to help others; it has feet to hasten to the poor and needy; it has eyes to see misery and want; it has ears to hear the sights and sorrows of others”.  The Scriptures often speak of hospitality for the stranger and sharing food with the poor and marginal.  St Augustine also said God loves each of us as if we were the only one.  This is the way we are being asked to learn the lesson of love for friend, enemy or stranger.  



BAPTISMS

Congratulations to Sebstian Maccarone child of David and Violeta, Henry D’Angelo child of David and Vesna, who will be baptised this weekend.  We welcome them into our parish community and assure the families of our prayerful best wishes on this happy occasion.
BAPTISIM PREPARATION  
The Baptism Preparation Meeting will be held on Monday 3 March at 7.30pm in the Church.

MAINTENANCE COMMITTEE

The Maintenance Committee Meeting will be held next Tuesday 25 February at 8.00pm in the Parish Meeting Room.
ITALIAN LADIES

Martedi 25 Febbraio Adorazione Eucaristica ore 9.00am con riflessione e preghiera.

Vi aspettiamo numerosi.

TEMPO DI QUARESSIMA

Iniziera Martedi 4 Marzo durante il tempo di quaresima ci sara un periodo di riflessione e preghiera, con inizio alle ore 9.15am in cappella.  Vi aspettiamo numerosi per questo cammino verso la Pasqua.
LENT PRAYER SHARING GROUP

Lent Prayer Sharing Group with Sr Estelita starts March 5 2014 at 2.00pm, and will run every Wednesday during Lent in the chapel.

WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
Congratulations to Giovanni and Giovanna Calvi who celebrate their 50th Wedding Anniversary this weekend.  We wish them every blessing for many more happy years.  Their Wedding Golden Jubilee is a great witness of faith.  Auguri.

Congratulations to Daneil and Lilian Borg who celebrate their 47th Wedding Anniversary this weekend.  May God bless them both with many more happy years.
MALTESE MASS
A reminder that the Maltese Mass, will be celebrated next Saturday 1 March at 6.00pm.

MEMORIAL MASSES
Tuesday 25 February 7.30pm – Maria Salera (1 mth)

Wednesday 26 February 7.30pm – Gabriele Cardamone (d. rec. Italy)

Thursday 27 February 7.30pm – Domenico Parisi (1mth)

PROJECT COMPASSION LAUNCH TUESDAY 4 MARCH, 10:30AM

You are warmly invited to join us for the Launch of Project Compassion 2014. Guest speakers Andre da Silva & Jessica da Silva from São Paulo, Brazil will join us to speak about their work with the Movement for the Defence of Favela Residents. Andre is an Educator and Jessica is a Youth Leader with Movement for the Defence of Favela Residents (MDF) – Brazil. Caritas Australia works with MDF to improve living conditions, promote peace, encourage leadership and create opportunities for education and employment for Favela residents.

Where: Deakin Edge Theatre, Federation Square,

For more info: www.caritas.org.au
RSVP: Thursday 27 February.

Contact: Alicia.ocampo@cam.org.au 

	
FROM POPE FRANCIS’ LETTER;

“THE JOY OF THE GOSPEL”

(paragraph 6)
There are Christians whose lives seem like Lent without Easter. I realize of course that joy is not expressed the same way at all times in life, especially at moments of great difficulty. Joy adapts and changes, but it always endures, even as a flicker of light born of our personal certainty that, when everything is said and done, we are infinitely loved. I understand the grief of people who have to endure great suffering, yet slowly but surely we all have to let the joy of faith slowly revive as a quiet yet firm trust, even amid the greatest distress: “My soul is bereft of peace; I have forgotten what happiness is… But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope: the steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning. Great is your faithfulness… It is good that one should wait quietly for the salvation of the Lord” (Lam 3:17, 21-23, 26).




CENTENARY CELEBRATION SACRED HEART PARISH PRESTON
Sunday 23 February, 10:30am
This year marks the centenary of Sacred Heart Parish Preston. We will celebrate Mass to celebrate our past and to initiate our centenary year. An invitation is extended to all who have had past connections with the parish to attend this Mass, stay for refreshments afterwards and share cherished memories.
We are hoping to display photos and artifacts related to our Parish history and would welcome contributions. Please contact the Sacred Heart Office on 9480 3398 during office hours Tuesday or Thursday if you would like to contribute to the display.
THE FRANCIS EFFECT
A 1 DAY PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT FOR PEOPLE WORKING FOR THE CHURCH AND IN MINISTRY – BOTH LAY AND RELIGIOUS TUESDAY 25 FEBRUARY, 8:30AM – 4:30PM
“I prefer a Church which is bruised, hurting and dirty because it has been out on the streets, rather than a Church which is unhealthy from being confined and clinging to its own security.”

This one-day Colloquium will challenge participants to answer Pope Francis’ call to be “missionary disciples”. The day will bring together people from across ministries of the Church for a time of formation and professional development. An occasion not to be missed for anyone who is living and leading mission and evangelisation.  We invite you to come in groups or as an individual.   A copy of the newly released book The Francis Effect: Living the Joy of the Gospel will be given to each participant.

More info: melbourne.director@catholicmission.org.au or 03 9639 1344

FESTA DI SAN FRANCESCO DI PAOLA PATRONO DELLA CALABRIA

Domenica 2 Marzo 2014 al Sodalizio del Calabria Club 5 Uniting Lane, Bulla.

Messa Solenne 10.45am celebrata dal Rev. Padre Giuliano Cavarzan.  

Ci sara un autobus che partira’ da San Giuseppe Lavoratore, ore 8.30am, prezzo $12 a persona.  Per prenotazioni telefonate a Gina Tempone 9462 1641.  
