
As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land

FIRST READING    Isaiah 2:1-5
The Lord will gather all nations in eternal peace in the kingdom of God.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.

	Andiamo con gioia incontro al Signore.


SECOND READING     Romans 13:11-14
The time has come, our salvation is near.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia!
Lord, show us your mercy and love, and grant us your salvation.   Alleluia!

	Alleluia, alleluia.
Mostraci, Signore, la tua misericordia e donaci la tua salvezza.   Alleluia!


GOSPEL Matthew 24:37-44
Stay awake, you must be ready.
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
1st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$872.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$227.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$301.00
LECTORS - THIS WEEK   01/12/2013
SPECIAL MINISTERS

6.00pm (SAT) – 
G Canavan & E Krygger
J Pullicino & E Saliba
9.00am (SUN) – 
 L Calafiore & R DiGuglielmo 
T Mirigliano, P Leggiero & S. Lobartolo
10.30am (SUN) – R Sawi & E Bartlett
C McMahon, J Frangiosa & T Nguyen
LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  08/12/2013
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
6.00pm (SAT)  - 
MALTESE MASS (Selected)
MALTESE MASS (Selected)
9.00am (SUN) – L Catena & R Mercuri
A Sonza, M Crupi, M Piscioneri
10.30am (SUN) – V De Leo & Sr T Fitzsimmons
M Mizzi, S Dakin & Dot Herbert
MONEY COUNTERS      02/12/2013        S Dakin & Herbert
                                             09/12/2013        J & J Kearney, E & K Bartlett, C McMahon & S Dakin
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING 
RECENTLY DECEASED  
Pasquale DE FEZZA (d. Rec. Italy), Joseph GRECH
ANNIVERSARIES   

Giuseppe & Angelina TODARO, Antonio & Teresa RISOLI, Rosina BRUNO, Antonio ALBERTI,
Domenico & Carmela DI GIGLIO, Antonio, Lunella & Ines CALIGIURI, 

Pasquale, Angela & Mario LUNA, Orazio CATALDO, Saverio & Rosa NICOLAZZO, 
Damiano IAPOZZUTO

ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                   79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                 Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832    Mb: 0431 643 674 
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                       www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
   SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest
  WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:
    Sat  6.00pm - English
            Sr Estelita Manabo-Pastoral Associate
  Mon.  9.10am Comm. Service 
    Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
             Mr Peter Chowne -School Principal
  Tue. 10.00am Italian
    Sun. 10.30am – English
              Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
  Wed. 9.10am - English

        
  Thur. 9.10am - English
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    Maltese Mass  
  
  Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

    1st Saturday of the Month 6.00pm
  Sat. 8.30am - English
  Sat. 8.30am-English

    Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
  Reconciliation: Sat. 10.30am
    Marriages - By Appointment
                                                                                                                      
    1st Sunday of Advent, Year A                                                                1  December,  2013    
	Ready to Go
For Christians, Advent and the season of Christmas come at the start of the year, not at the end: Jesus’ birth marks the beginning of a new era in human history.  So, on this first Sunday in Advent, we celebrate the start of a new liturgical year.
Today we set out on a time of prayer and preparation for the celebration of the greatest gift of all, God’s gift of his son and, with it, the gift of new life for us all.  What greater love for us could God have shown than to send his beloved only son to be with us?  He, the Son of God, came into the world as a tiny helpless baby, one like us in all things but sin, fully human while fully divine.
Why did he come?  The prophet Isaiah tells us that he came so “That he may instruct us in his ways, and we may walk in his paths.”  He came to “let us walk in the light of the LORD.”  How easily we can lose our way without him.  To walk in his way is to walk in the way of life and goodness, peace and love.  It is no accident that our Christmas cards are adorned with messages of love and joy, and peace and blessings.  The Apostle Paul in his letter to the Romans urges us to wake up from our sleep and to conduct ourselves properly.  As Christians, we bear Christ’s name.  In baptism, we have “put on the Lord Jesus Christ.”  Our words and our actions should be true to his name.
Advent, like Lent, is a time for us to re-examine our lives and our consciences: Are we living in   
ways that are true to his name and to his way?  Are our words and our actions worthy of the name Christian?  Are we really heading in the right direction?  Are there areas in our life where we have gone astray and need to get back on track – his track.

The weeks leading up to Christmas can be so fast and frenetic.  There is all the activity that accompanies the end of the calendar year and preparations for the Christmas season and the summer break.  As Christians, let us not let the hustle and bustle of the activities and preparations distract us from the mystery of love that we celebrate.

In our gospel today, St Matthew also offers us a sobering reminder: “you also must be prepared, for at an hour you do not expect, the Son of man will come.”  Truly, none of us knows what the future holds, nor when our own time will come to leave this world and go to the world of the Father.

We can so easily lose sight of the real meaning of Christmas and indeed of our lives.  We can forget that we give gifts at Christmas in celebration and thanksgiving for the great gift that God has given to us in Jesus.  We can also forget that our most important gift to others – and the gift that matters most – is not what we buy for them, but what we give of ourselves in our daily words and acts of loving concern, care and compassion.




BAPTISMS 
Congratulations to Joseph Lanteri child of Sebastian and Olivia, Milana Scarmozzino child of Daniel and Annette, who will be baptised this weekend.  We welcome them into our parish community and assure the families of our prayerful best wishes on this happy occasion.
CUPPA
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There will be a Cuppa in the Narthex after the 10.30am Mass next weekend 8 December.  It will be the last for the year.  All Welcome!

60TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY
Congratulations to Domenico and Nunziatina Ferraro who celebrates their 60th wedding anniversary this Sunday 1st December 2013. We wish them blessings for many more happy years in their married life. Domenico and Nunziatina 60th anniversy of marriage is a great witness of faith. Auguri. 
MALTESE MASS

A reminder that the Maltese Mass will be celebrated next Saturday 7 December at 6.00pm.

ITALIAN LADIES

Durante il tempo di Avvento ci sara’ un tempo di preghiera e riflessione in cappella il Martedi’ alle ore 9.10am.  Seguita dalla S. Messa ore 10.00am.  Vi aspettiamo numerosi Martedi’ 3 Dicembre.

FESTA DELL’IMMACOLATA CONCEZIONE 
Siete cordialmente invitati nella casa di Antonietta e Remo Filippone, 8 Morris Street, Reservoir. Sabato 8 Dicembre, per la celebrazione dell’Immacolata Concezione con la recita del S. Rosario, Fiaccolata e S. Messa, alle ore 1.30pm.     Un caloroso benvenuto a tutti.
CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE

Please take a star from the Christmas Giving Tree and bring a gift to those in need and place it near the tree.

CHOIR FOR CHRISTMAS MIDNIGHT MASS

Anyone interested in joining the Choir at Christmas Midnight Mass is invited to attend the first rehearsal this week on Wednesday 4 December 2013 at 6.30pm in the church.  Please be there so that we can prepare well.
	ST JOSEPH THE WORKER SCHOOL CHRISTMAS CAROLS NIGHT
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Join us on Thursday 5 December for our Christmas Carols Night!

Gates open at 5.30pm for a BYO picnic dinner
(bring some chairs or picnic blankets)

Carols begin at 7.00pm – children to be seated by 6.50pm please.
Bring along your singing voices.




COLUMBAN CALENDARS

The 2014 Columban Calendar is NOW available at the Piety Stall for only $9.00.  By buying one of these calendars you will be helping our missionaries at the same time.  This calendar also makes an excellent gift for family or friends.

ADVENT A CALL TO STAY AWAKE
Looking at Advent time as a call the Liturgy Team’s reflection for this First Sunday of Advent is the Advent is a Call to Stay Awake. New Cars number plates in Victoria have the words: “Vic. Stay Alert, Stay Alive.” Our Staying awake or staying alert can be compared with being aware of things. Let us be aware of those in need, let us be aware and feel with a sense of prayer and solidarity for those who are victims of sexual abuse by clergy and church people. Let us pray for a peaceful and compassionate outcome as the Royal Commission and the Truth, Justice and Healing Council start discussions about the handling of children’s sexual abuse in Australian church, private and government institution. Some brochures with information are available in the narthex and near the side door or look at www.tjhcouncil.org.au.
REMOVING BARRIERS TO CREATE AN INCLUSIVE AND ACCESSIBLE SOCIETY FOR ALL. “INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PEOPLE WITH DISABILITY” 3RD DECEMBER 2013.  
On behalf of the Catholic bishops of Australia, Bishop Terrance Brady encourages everyone to observe the International Day of People with Disability as we prepare during the Advent season for the coming of our Lord, Jesus Christ. The theme this year is: “Break barriers and open doors: to realise an inclusive society for all!” As we reflect on the Advent Call to Stay Awake, let us be aware of people with disabilities. If there are people with disabilities living in our neighbourhood and community let us make sure to be welcoming to them, and give them every opportunity of full participation in the life of our Church Community! 
CAROLS IN THE CATHEDRAL – FRIDAY 13 DECEMBER 2013
The Tudor Choristers present their annual Christmas concert, featuring a selection of traditional and less well-known carols from across the centuries.  Cost: $30 full, $20 concession, $60 family
Where: St Patrick’s Cathedral, Cnr Gisborne Street & Cathedral Place, East Melbourne.
More info: http://tudorchoristers.org.au/
THE AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC YOUTH FESTIVAL 5 – 7 DECEMBER
The festival is an initiative of the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference and will be the largest national gathering of Catholic young people since WYD08. Around 3000 young Catholics from year 9 to 25 years of age will gather for the celebration of faith which will include music, workshops, testimonies, liturgies and more. Registrations are officially closed but if you are interested in attending contact the Archdiocesan Office for Youth. More Info: www.youthfestival.catholic.org.au  
Contact: Annaliese Ros at the Archdiocesan Office for Youth annaliese.ros@cam.org.au or 9412 3326
LOURDES DAY MASS 2013
Saturday 7 December, 10:30am 
The Order of Malta Australia and the Development Office of the Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne invite you to the Lourdes Day Mass, a mass for the sick and fragile in our community. To be celebrated by Most Reverend Denis Hart DD, Archbishop of Melbourne. A blessing of the sick will follow the celebration of the Liturgy with water brought from the spring at the Shrine of Lourdes. Gift bags for all attendees including a bottle of Lourdes water, Rosary beads and more. Wheelchair access by the side door of Albert St - vehicles can approach this entrance.
Where: St Patrick’s Cathedral, 1 Cathedral Place, East Melbourne. Contact: 9926 5730
MASS FOR EXPECTANT MOTHERS
Sunday 1 December, 11am
The Life, Marriage & Family Office warmly invite all expectant mothers and their families to a Mass for Expectant Mothers. The Mass will be celebrated by Archbishop Denis Hart. 
Where: St Patrick’s Cathedral, 1 Cathedral Pl, East Melbourne.
RSVP: Friday 22 November
Contact: Life, Marriage & Family Office 9287 5587 or lmf@cam.org.au  or www.cam.org.au/lifemarriagefamily. 
