As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING Isaiah   2:1-5
The Lord will gather all nations in eternal peace in the kingdom of God.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	Let us go rejoicing to the house of the Lord.

	Andiamo con gioia incontro al Signore.



SECOND READING     Romans   13:11-14
The time has come, our salvation is near.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia

Lord, show us your mercy and love, and grant us your salvation.  Alleluia!

	Alleluia, alleluia!
Mostraci, Signore, la tua misericordia e donaci la tua salvezza.   Alleluia!


GOSPEL  Matthew   24:37-44
Stay awake, you must be ready.         
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$475.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$381.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$280.00
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS
LECTORS - THIS WEEK  01/12/2019
SPECIAL MINISTERS

6.00pm (SAT) –E Krygger & B Nadenbousch
N Ziino & S Dakin
9.00am (SUN) –  L Calafiore & G Barbaro
M Piscioneri, M Forte, G Tempone & C Alberti
10.30am (SUN) – L De Marco & Sr Estelita
T & T Nguyen, B Clark-Loh & J Frangiosa
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  08/12/2019
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
6.00pm (SAT)  
MALTESE MASS (Selected)
MALTESE MASS (Selected)
9.00am (SUN) – G Calvi
P Sparano, R Pino, L Cavedon & F Multari
10.30am (SUN) – N Sua & H Joy-Lopez
S Rottura, S Dakin, L De Marco & A Filippone
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                            MONEY COUNTERS      01/12/2019      S Dakin
                                             09/12/2019      E Bartlett

YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            RECENTLY DECEASED  Caterina PORTELLI, Fr Albert FULBROOK SDB, Dominic BUI,
ANNIVERSARIES & SPECIAL MEMORIES Fr Justin WOODFORD, Giovanni CALVI, 
Michele NICOLAZZO, Giuseppe COTRONEO, Merlyn MEYERS, Lucia & Luciano MARINO, 
Famiglia CASABENE, Famiglia BUSACCA, Francesco CONTE, Familgia ALBERTI, 
Famiglia RISOLI, Franca GARGARO, Rosina BRUNO, Gina CURCIO, Ferruccio & Ercole DI RICO
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
   SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest            WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                          Mb: 0431 643 674
    Sat  6.00pm - English
            Sr Estelita Manabo-Pastoral Associate
  Mon.  9.10am Comm. Service 
    Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
              Mrs  Maria Barnes  -School Principal
  Tue. 10.00am Italian
    Sun. 10.30am – English
              Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
  Wed. 9.10am - English

        
  Thur. 9.10am - English
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    Maltese Mass  
  
  Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

    1st Saturday of the Month 6.00pm
  Sat. 8.30am - English
  Sat. 8.30am-English

    Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
  Reconciliation: Sat. 10.30am
    Marriages - By Appointment
                                                                                                                      
   1st Sunday of Advent   Year  A                                                                 1   December,   2019                                                   
	Are you ready for Advent? 
Today we want to be ready and well prepared for whatever it is that we are expecting to happen.  We want everything to be on time.  We don’t want to waste time waiting for something, not knowing when it will happen.
This also applies to our discipleship journey.  We want to know when the Lord is coming.  So that we can prepare and be ready for His coming.  But, as Jesus tells us; “about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father”.  It might sound pessimistic.  It might even prompt some doubts in faith. But Jesus does not intend to discourage us.  He assures us that His coming is certain, but that its coming will be unexpected.
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The season of Advent returns and a new liturgical year begins as we celebrate the first Sunday of Advent today.  We will hear again and again these words:  “The hour is at hand, you must be ready for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”  Advent invites us to enter into the stage in which “the coming of the Lord” is promised but, as for when it will happen, no one knows.  The timing is not the crucial matter; it is our preparation that matters.  The Advent season provides us with an opportunity to prepare and be ready.  It invites us to be an Advent people, waiting for the Lord’s coming.  It calls us to be active in waiting confidently for his coming, setting our hearts on God, and deepening our relationship with God, and His people.  Saint Paul says, “We instructed you how to live in the way that pleases God, and you are so living, but make more progress still.”  Advent announces that the Lord’s coming will happen soon.  It is a time of preparation.  It calls us to ourselves, because we know that the Person who is coming has the power to change our lives, and that He will take us into his own Kingdom where we will share true joy and the fullness of life.  We must always be ready because He comes at an unexpected time, with no great fanfare or grand parades.  The Lord comes again because He loves us and wants our salvation.  Advent is a time to remember God’s great gift, the gift of his own beloved Son, made human to be one like us.  The Son then shared His Father’s love by giving His own life for everyone who comes to Him.  During this season of Advent, we are invited to give, in return, our gift of God by preparing ourselves for his coming.  This is the time, as today’s gospel reminds us, “therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”                                                   
                                                                                                                                             Redemptorist Jawa CSsR                                                                                                                                                 


	ADVENT IS A CALL TO STAY AWAKE WALK IN GOD’S LIGHT 
AND TO KNOW THAT GOD IS WITH US
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This is the reflecting theme for Advent Banner that our Liturgy Team has chosen. Advent is a four-week season in preparation for the coming of Christ as we celebrate the great feast of Christmas. During these days of Advent, we are called to Stay Awake and given an opportunity for reflection about the birth and rebirth of hope and about what God means to us. For Christians, the birth of Jesus is profound because he brings the hope of God. Jesus is the Emmanuel: God is with us. As we walk in God’s light during advent let us acknowledge Christ’s coming into our everyday life and being with us in our moments of sorrows and joy. The Advent Wreath, symbol of God’s light invites each of us to patiently live out the values of Faith, Hope, Charity, Peace and Joy.  The first Sunday of Advent marks the beginning of the church’s liturgical year and this year is called YEAR A when we read mostly from the Gospel St. Matthew. 
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ADVENT GIVING TREE
During the Advent season, we invite parishioners to take home a star from our Giving Tree and to bring to the church the usual donations of food which will be distributed to people in need.
 
BAPTISM
Congratulations to James Papaluca child of Adrian and Krystle, who will be baptised this weekend.  We welcome James into our parish community and assure the family of our prayerful best wishes on this happy occasion.
FUNERAL

Funeral Mass for Caterina Portelli will be celebrated on Thursday 5 December at 10.30am.

MALTESE MASS

A reminder that the Maltese Mass will be celebrated next Saturday 7 December at 6.00pm.
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CUPPA
There will be a Cuppa in the Narthex after the 10.30am Mass this weekend.   It will be the last for the year.  All Welcome!

	FESTA DELL’IMMACOLATA CONCEZIONE

Siete cordialmente invitati nella casa di Antonietta e Remo Filippone, 8 Morris Street, Reservoir.  Domenica 8 Dicembre, per la celebrazione dell’Immacolata Concezione con la recita del S. Rosario, Fiaccolata e S. Messa, alle ore 7.30pm in Italiano & Inglese.  Seguita da rinfresco.    
Un caloroso benvenuto a tutti parrocchiani e amici.

FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
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You are cordially invited at the home of Antonietta and Remo Filippone, 8 Morris Street, Reservoir.  Sunday 8 December to celebrate the Feast of the Immaculate Conception with Mass, Rosary and Procession at 7.30pm In English & Italian.  Followed by refreshments.   
A warm welcome to all parishioners and friends.




BOOK LAUNCH: ONLINE WITH SAINTS
Wednesday 4 December, 5.30pm -  Central Catholic Bookshop 322 Lonsdale St, Melbourne
Fr Michel Remery is a Catholic priest, founder of Tweeting with God and author of various books. 
Online with Saints is his latest fabulous and innovative book for young people. 
Great as a gift, for Parishes and for School R/E.     

RSVP: 9639 0844 or custserv@catholicbookshop.com.au
 
Women’s Advent Retreat
Saturday 7 December, 9.30-5.30pm 112B St Georges Road, Northcote
An Advent Retreat for women will be hosted by Little Sisters of the Poor at St. Joseph’s Home. This is a free event but registration is essential for catering purposes. Further enquiries or bookings: Sr Mary Lourdes on (03) 9489 8444 or voc.mel@lsp.org.au.
 
LOURDES DAY MASS
Saturday 7 December, 10.30am St Patrick’s Cathedral 
A blessing of the sick will follow the celebration of the Liturgy with water brought from the spring at the Shrine of Lourdes. On this occasion we celebrate Our Lady's appearance to a young girl, Bernadette, in 1858 in Lourdes, France. Through a set of private revelations, Mary revealed herself as 'the Immaculate Conception’. This is an occasion to come together in prayer with those who are sick, infirm or elderly and their carers.  Each Mass participant will receive a gift pack containing a small bottle of Lourdes water (sourced from the Grotto), rosary beads and prayer materials.  Individual blessings are available after Mass.
HOLDING THE LIGHT: ECUMENICAL SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE
Sunday 1 December, 3–4pm St Francis’ Catholic Church, 326 Lonsdale Street, Melbourne. The Catholic community of Melbourne is hosting this annual event for 2019. ‘Holding the Light: Ecumenical Service of Remembrance’ is for Australian women and children killed by domestic or relationship violence during 2019.
FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION: FESTA DELLA MADONNA 
Sunday 8 December, from 1.30pm - St Monica’s Church, 820 Mount Alexander Road, Moonee Ponds 
The Italian Prayer Group of St Monica’s parish invites all parishioners, both local and from across Melbourne, to attend the celebrations of the Festa Della Madonna. The novena commenced on Friday 29 November in the church and will culminate with a Festa (festival) at 1.30pm on Sunday 8 December. There will be food, drinks, cakes and sweets, with music provided by the Bellini Band. All are invited to attend to mark this very special day of the liturgical calendar. Cost: Free 
Details: Franco Priscoglio on 0407 832 564
COLUMBAN CALENDARS
The 2020 Columban Calendar is NOW available for only $9.00.  By buying one of these calendars you will be helping our missionaries at the same time.  This calendar also makes an excellent gift for family or friends.

	FROM THE POPE’S TWITTER
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In the ongoing work of recovery and rebuilding after the disasters, many hands must join together and many hearts unite as one. In this way, those who are suffering will be supported and know that they have not been forgotten.



