
As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land

FIRST READING    Isaiah 63: 16-17; 64:1,3-8
Oh, that you would tear the heavens apart and come down.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	Lord, make us turn to you, let us see your face and we shall be saved.

	Signore, fa’ splendere il tuo volto e noi saremo salvi.


SECOND READING     Corinthians 1:3-9
The revelation we looked for, Christ Jesus our Lord.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia
Lord, show us your mercy and love, and grant us your salvation!  Alleluia!

	Alleluia, alleluia!
Mostraci, Signore, la tua misericordia e donaci la tua salvezza.  Alleluia!


GOSPEL Mark 13:33-37
Stay awake! You never know when the Lord will come.
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
1st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$813.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$496.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$460.00
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS

LECTORS - THIS WEEK   30/11/2014
SPECIAL MINISTERS

6.00pm (SAT) –  B Nadenbousch & N Ziino
E Krygger & E Saliba
9.00am (SUN) – 
 C Brunetti & G Barbaro
P Sparano, R Pino & L Cavedon
10.30am (SUN) – First Holy Communion (Selected)
M Mizzi, T Nguyen & S Rottura
LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  07/12/2014
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
6.00pm (SAT)  - MALTESE MASS (Selected)
MALTESE MASS (Selected)
9.00am (SUN) –  L Calafiore & R DiGuglielmo 
D Biasibetti, S Lobartolo & P Leggiero
10.30am (SUN) – Sr T Fitzsimmons & J Kearney                S Dakin, A Filippone & J Frangiosa
MONEY COUNTERS       01 /12/2014           D Herbert & S Dakin
                                              08/12/2014            J & J Kearney,E & K Bartlett, C McMahon & S Dakin
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING 
RECENTLY DECEASED  
Monsignor Aldo REBESCHINI, Salvu APAP, Albert George SWAIN, Felice PAINO, 
Filomena DELLE VERGINI

ANNIVERSARIES 
Fr. Victor BONELLO, Anglu ATTARD, Felice BRUNO, Antonio VILLELLA, Felice TARANTO
Mary CARUANA,Antonio FERRARI, Nicolino MARASCO, Pina ARCANGELO, 

Franco CARDAMONE, Vita & Martina MONITTO, Saverio & Rosa NICOLAZZO, 
Angela & Anton ISKRA, Rinaldo, Francesco & Franceschina COSTANZO
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                   79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                 Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832    Mb: 0431 643 674 
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                       www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
   SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest
  WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:
    Sat  6.00pm - English
            Sr Estelita Manabo-Pastoral Associate
  Mon.  9.10am Comm. Service 
    Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
             Mr Peter Chowne -School Principal
  Tue. 10.00am Italian
    Sun. 10.30am – English
              Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
  Wed. 9.10am - English

        
  Thur. 9.10am - English
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    Maltese Mass  
  
  Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

    1st Saturday of the Month 6.00pm
  Sat. 8.30am - English
  Sat. 8.30am-English

    Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
  Reconciliation: Sat. 10.30am
    Marriages - By Appointment
                                                                                                                      
   1st Sunday of Advent   Year B                                                                   30 November 2014                                                             
	Waiting Games
How good are you when it comes to waiting?  Do your frustration levels rise as soon as the bus is late or the car breaks down or the plane is cancelled?  Or are you one of those people who phlegmatically reflect that it makes more sense to wait patiently than to allow the blood pressure to rise?  Learning to cope with waiting is one of life’s many challenges.
We spend a great deal of time waiting one way or another.  Even before we are born, we wait for nine months in the womb.  The young child dreams about being able to do all the things that the older children can do.  The adolescent cannot wait to become independent.  Of course, in old age the waiting can take on a new poignancy: declining health may bring home to us that the waiting will one day come to an end.

Advent is the season of waiting, so we might benefit from using this time to reflect on what we have learnt from having to spend so much of our lives waiting in anticipation of what will come next.

The ancient Hebrew Scriptures teach us much about how the Old Testament people learnt to wait in the hope that ultimately God would fulfil the promises of the covenant.  Continually they lament their failures which they see as the cause of their problems, but they have experienced enough examples of God as redeemer to live in the hope that all is not lost.  “Oh that you would tear the heavens open and come down,” we hear from the prophet Isaiah.  For those of us who put our faith in Jesus of Nazareth, that is exactly what we believe has happened.
When Mary gave birth to a little child in Bethlehem two thousand years ago, God intervened decisively in human history.  The nature of the waiting game was transformed.  Our redemption was assured.  Jesus invited us to follow him, “the way, the truth and the life”, explaining that through him we would be united with his Father and live life to the full.  The Holy Spirit, who had overshadowed Mary so that she could conceive her son, would stay with us and ensure that this new covenant would come to fulfilment.

Christ promised that he would return in glory.  Now we – and indeed the whole of creation – await the fulfilment of that promise.

The Advent Season is in tune with our human experience.  We can reflect on how much has already been achieved, and yet we wait in awe and anticipation as to how everything will end.  Clearly the early Church expected the return of Jesus at any moment.  Two millennia have passed and we continue to wait and wonder.  That is why it is important that we take note of Jesus’ instruction to “stay awake”.  We are called to be on the alert and ready for every eventuality, but the consoling news is that already we are living the new life that Jesus has won for us.
         


	       FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
The recent extraordinary Synod of Bishops on 5-19 October 2014 was met to discuss the “Pastoral Challenges to the Family in the Context of Evangelization” With this in mind our Parish Liturgy has chosen an Advent reflective theme: 
Come Lord Jesus Bring Peace To Each Family
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“Within the family are joys and trials, deep love and relationships which, at times, can be wounded. The family is truly the “school of humanity” (Gaudium et Spes, 52), which is much needed today. Despite the many signs of crisis in the family institution in various areas of the “global village”, the desire to marry and form a family remains vibrant, especially among young people, and serves as the basis of the Church’s need to proclaim untiringly and with profound conviction the “Gospel of the Family”, entrusted to her together with the revelation of God’s love in Jesus Christ and ceaselessly taught by the Fathers, the masters of spirituality and the Church’s Magisterium. The family is uniquely important to the Church and in these times, when all believers are invited to think of others rather than themselves, the family needs to be rediscovered as the essential agent in the work of evangelization.” (from the Synod’s final Document, paragraph 2)
Faithful to Christ’s teaching, we look to the reality of the family today in all its complexity, with both its lights and shadows. We turn our thoughts to parents, grandparents, brothers and sisters, close and distant relatives and the bonds between two families forged by marriage. Anthropological and cultural changes in our times influence all aspects of life and require an analytic and diversified approach. The positive aspects are first to be highlighted, namely, a greater freedom of expression and a better recognition of the rights of women and children, at least in some parts of the world. On the other hand, equal consideration needs to be given to the growing danger represented by a troubling individualism which deforms family bonds and ends up considering each component of the family as an isolated unit, leading, in some cases, to the idea that a person is formed according to one’s own desires, which are considered absolute. Added to this is the crisis of faith, witnessed among a great many Catholics, which often times underlies the crisis in marriage and the family. (Synod’s final Document Paragraph 5)



FIRST HOLY COMMUNION
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 Congratulations to Torey Crosta, Alessia D’Astolto, Damian D’Astolto, Lauren Salvatore, Monique Scarmozzino, Hayley Louise Schembri, Ashleigh Jade Tran, and Mia Zuccala, who during the 10.30am mass will receive the Eucharist for the first time.  Thanks to Sr. Estelita who looked after them during the year teaching them and preparing them for the Sacraments of Reconciliation and Communion.  Thanks also to the support of their parents.  We wish blessings to these children so that together with their families they continue to grow in faith and in the love of Jesus Christ.
FUNERAL NOTICE

The  Rosary for Filomena Delle Vergini will be recited on Monday 1 December at 10.00 followed by Funeral Mass at 10.30am                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
FEAST

Wednesday 3 December – St Francis Xavier, priest
WORKING BEE
A working bee is organised for Saturday 13th December 2014 from 8am till 12.30pm. Lunch will be provided. Please come along to help us clean the grounds and make them look better for Christmas.

 
	ST JOSEPH THE WORKER SCHOOL CHRISTMAS CAROLS NIGHT
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Join us on Thursday 4 December for our Christmas Carols Night!

Gates open at 5.30pm for a BYO picnic dinner

(bring some chairs or picnic blankets)

Carols begin at 7.00pm – children to be seated by 6.50pm please.

Bring along your singing voices.




COLUMBAN CALENDARS
The 2015 Columban Calendar is NOW available at the Piety Stall for only $9.00.  By buying one of these calendars you will be helping our missionaries at the same time.  This calendar also makes an excellent gift for family or friends.

CALENDARI ITALIANI 2015 IN VENDITA

In vendita Calendari Italiani 2015 prezzo, $9.00.   Puo’ essere un regalo per Natale.
LOURDES DAY MASS 2014
Saturday 6 December, 10.30am 

St Patrick’s Cathedral, 1 Cathedral Place, East Melbourne

The Order of Malta Australia and the Development Office of the Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne invite you to the Lourdes Day Mass, a mass for the sick and fragile in our community. To be celebrated by Most Reverend Denis Hart DD, Archbishop of Melbourne. A blessing of the sick will follow the celebration of the Liturgy with water brought from the spring at the Shrine of Lourdes. Gift bags for all attendees including a bottle of Lourdes water, Rosary beads and more.
Wheelchair access by the side door of Albert St - vehicles can approach this entrance.

Contact: 9926 5731

FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION AT OUR LADY TA’PINU SHRINE
Saturday 6 December, 2pm
Our Lady Ta’Pinu Shrine, All Nations Marian Centre, 15 Flanagans Drive, Merrimu (Bacchus Marsh)
You are invited to join in celebrations for the Feast of the Immaculate Conception including Rosary procession, Mass and Benediction. Celebrations will be led by Shalom Music Ministry with the participation of 12 international ethnic community groups. The Principal Celebrant will be Rev Mgr Greg Bennett, Vicar General of the Melbourne Archdiocese. Contact: 5367 7006 or 0437 261 517 or infotapinu@optusnet.com.au
More info: www.facebook.com/TaPinuShrineAustralia
SATURDAY 6 DECEMBER, 6PM MASS  ST JOSEPH’S CHURCH, CNR HOPE STREET AND MELVILLE ROAD, WEST BRUNSWICK
A Chamber Choir of young singers will perform liturgical music from the 16th century to the present day directed by Anthony Halliday.  Mass will be ‘Missa Brevis’ by Britten with Motets ‘O thou that tellest good tidings to Zion’ by Handel and plainsong ‘Rorate Coeli’.  Contact: Enza on 9380 4789
2014 RERUM NOVARUM ORATION:
A Stitch in Time. Early Intervention in Psychiatry: Young People at Risk Orator: 
Professor Patrick McGorry AO       Respondent: Prof John Gleeson 
7.00pm light refreshments for 7.30pm Start Monday 1st December 2014
Australian Catholic University, Philippa Brazil Theatre,  Daniel Mannix Building
8 Brunswick Street Fitzroy.  ALL WELCOME 
RSVP / Inquires justice@cam.org.au   or (03) 9926 5727 (03) 9926 5727
 
