
 As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land

FIRST READING    Isaiah 11:1-10
He judges the poor with justice.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for ever.

	Vieni, Signore, re di giustizia e di pace.


SECOND READING     Romans 15:4-9
Christ, the hope of all people.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia!
Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight his paths: all people shall see the salvation of God.   Alleluia!

	Alleluia, alleluia.
Preparate la via del Signore, raddrizzate is uoi sentieri!  Ogni uomo vedra’ la salvezza di Dio!.   Alleluia!


GOSPEL Matthew 3:1-12
Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
1st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$746.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$281.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$322.00
LECTORS - THIS WEEK   08/12/2013
SPECIAL MINISTERS

6.00pm (SAT) – 
MALTESE MASS (Selelcted)
MALTESE MASS (Selected)
9.00am (SUN) – 
 L Catena & R Mercuri 
A Sonza, M Crupi, M Piscioneri
10.30am (SUN) – V De Leo & Sr T Fitzsimmons
M Mizzi, S Dakin & D Herbert
LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  15/12/2013
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
6.00pm (SAT)  - 
E Saliba & N Ziino
S Dakin & M Mizzi
9.00am (SUN) – M Crupi & G Tempone
Lucia Catena, A DiRico & G Barbaro
10.30am (SUN) – J & J Kearney
L DeMarco, A Filippone & J Iaria
MONEY COUNTERS      09/12/2013        J & J Kearney, E & K Barlett, C McMahon & S Dakin
                                             16/12/2013        A Sinopoli, F Nardozza, I Manini & R Comito
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING 
RECENTLY DECEASED  
Ennio EPIFANO,  Egizia PLUTINO, Rev. Mons. Anthony GAUCI (from Gozo, Malta)
ANNIVERSARIES   
Ruffino MOSCATIELLO, Donata QUINTILI, Francesco MULTARI, Antonio FERRARI, 
Maria-Francesca FURCI, Cosimo Michael PERRI, Enza GRECO, Luigi & Stefania LONGO, 
Antonio & Rossetta TRALLI, Giuseppe, Giovanna, Salvatore, Domenico & Famiglia FERRARO, 
Itria BARRESI, Vincenzo CRUPI, Antonio & Teresa RISOLI, Rosina BRUNO, Antonio ALBERTI,
 Domenico & Carmela DIGIGLIO, Bruno COLOSIMO, Joey GIARRATANA 
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                   79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                 Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832    Mb: 0431 643 674 
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                       www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
   SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest
  WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:
    Sat  6.00pm - English
            Sr Estelita Manabo-Pastoral Associate
  Mon.  9.10am Comm. Service 
    Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
             Mr Peter Chowne -School Principal
  Tue. 10.00am Italian
    Sun. 10.30am – English
              Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
  Wed. 9.10am - English

        
  Thur. 9.10am - English
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    Maltese Mass  
  
  Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

    1st Saturday of the Month 6.00pm
  Sat. 8.30am - English
  Sat. 8.30am-English

    Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
  Reconciliation: Sat. 10.30am
    Marriages - By Appointment
                                                                                                                      
    2nd Sunday of Advent, Year A                                                                8  December,  2013    
	Advent & Evangelisation
Advent, the season of hope, is also a time of challenge: how effective are we, as Christians, in living and proclaiming the Gospel?  Such challenge is central to the message of Israel’s prophets, including John the Baptist and Jesus himself.  Isaiah tells us the Word of God is like “a rod that strikes the ruthless”; the Baptist refers to some of the Pharisees and Sadducees as “a brood of vipers”; Jesus confronts both Pharisees and his own disciples for their blindness to the ways of God.
Today the church and all Christians are challenged to live more authentic lives.  More than this, we are being asked to become ‘evangelisers’, people who announce the “good news” of God’s reign for the world.  The word ‘evangelisation’ has taken on increased importance in the messages of all four recent popes and, since John Paul II, we find ourselves invited to take part in what is called ‘the new evangelisation’.

What then is this “new evangelisation”?  First,we need to be clear that the church’s call to evangelise is something at the heart of its life, mission and identity.  This has been true through all times and ages.  However, there are ‘new’ challenges which spring from a fast-changing world and a church confronted by its own weaknesses.  We live at a time when many once-Christian – or even anti-Christian.  We also live at a time when the failure of Christians, including priests and ministers, is frequently highlighted in the media.

So, as Pope Paul VI said over thirty years ago, the first task of the church is to “be evangelised herself”.  More recently, Pope Francis made a similar plea when he stated that being a Christian is not a matter of belonging to a club.  Moreover, he calls on the church to be true to its mission of “evangelising to the ends of the world” rather than being “a sick church turned in on itself”.
The “new evangelisation”, then, requires two important steps.  The First is the Advent challenge of the Baptist: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand”.  We must listen to the Word and Spirit of God so that, like the church of Pentecost, our own hearts will be set on fire with God’s love and mercy.  Second, we must witness to and proclaim Jesus Christ to the world in such a way that he is accepted and received.  For Pope Francis this requires a new approach and attitude.  We do not effectively preach the Gospel like soldiers conquering the enemy on the battlefield.  Rather, we engage with others in a spirit of humility.  Indeed, the Christians must “listen to everyone” and “build bridges, not walls!”  In the words of Australian poet Kenneth Crotty:  ‘Jesus has to be born afresh in every age”.  In this sense, evangelisation is always new.  Today, that task has particular urgency in light of the challenges facing our church and world.  So, let us be attentive to the birth of Christ in our own lives – and for the life of the world.




BAPTISM 
Congratulations to Zara Portillo child of Guillermo and Marlene and great niece of Fr Manny, who will be baptised this weekend.  We welcome her into our parish community and assure the family of our prayerful best wishes on this happy occasion.
CUPPA
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There will be a Cuppa in the Narthex after the 10.30am Mass this weekend 8 December.  It will be the last for the year.  All Welcome!

FESTA DELL’IMMACOLATA CONCEZIONE - OGGI 8 DICEMBRE
Siete cordialmente invitati nella casa di Antonietta e Remo Filippone, 8 Morris Street, Reservoir. Oggi Domenica 8 Dicembre, per la celebrazione dell’Immacolata Concezione con la recita del S. Rosario, Fiaccolata e S. Messa, alle ore 1.30pm.     Un caloroso benvenuto a tutti.

ITALIAN LADIES

Martedi 10 Dicembre tempo di Avvento ci sara’ preghiera e riflessione con Sr Estelita in cappella ore 9.10am.  Seguita dalla S. Messa ore 10.00am.   Vi aspettiamo numerosi.
Martedi 17 Dicembre Messa di ringraziamento e l’arrivo di Babbo Natale,  Dopo la Santa Messa vi aspettiamo numerosi con i vostri nipotini.

CHOIR FOR CHRISTMAS MIDNIGHT MASS
Thanks to those who attended for rehearsal last Wednesday. Our next choir rehearsal for Christmas Midnight Mass will be this week on Wednesday 11th December 2013 at 7.00pm in the church. Please be there so that we can prepare well anyone else who wish to join in please come along this Wednesday.
GRADE 6 GRADUATION

The grade 6 graduation ceremony will be held on Wednesday 11 December at 5.15pm in the church.

We congratulate the grade 6 students on the completion of their primary education and we wish them well for the future.

SCHOOL END OF YEAR MASS

St Joseph the Worker Primary School will celebrate their end of year Mass on Friday 13 December at 9.10am. We wish all children, staff and families a happy, peaceful and safe Christmas.

FUNERAL NOTICE

The Rosary for Ennio Epifano will be recited on Sunday 8 December at 7,30pm.  The Funeral Mass will be celebrated Monday 9 December at 10.00am.
MEMORIAL MASSES

Tuesday 10 December 7.30pm – Bruno Colosimo (1yr)

Thursday 12 December 7.30pm – Joey Giarratana (1yr)

CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE

Please take a star from the Christmas Giving Tree and bring a gift to those in need and place it near the tree.

CAROLS IN THE CATHEDRAL – FRIDAY 13 DECEMBER 2013
The Tudor Choristers present their annual Christmas concert, featuring a selection of traditional and less well-known carols from across the centuries.  Cost: $30 full, $20 concession, $60 family
Where: St Patrick’s Cathedral, Cnr Gisborne Street & Cathedral Place, East Melbourne.
More info: http://tudorchoristers.org.au/
	CHRISTMAS TIME TABLE

WEDNESDAY  18th  DECEMBER 2013

7.30pm. General Penitential Reconciliation Ceremony

FRIDAY  20th  DECEMBER 2013
Working Bee 8.00am – 12.30pm.  Lunch will be provided.  Please come along and help us do some cleaning in and around the Church to prepare for Christmas.

TUESDAY  24th  DECEMBER 2013  CHRISTMAS EVE

6.30pm. Individual Confessions

7.00pm. Christmas Eve Family Mass

11.30pm Carols singing followed by the Midnight Mass.

WEDNESDAY  25th  DECEMBER – 2013  CHRISTMAS DAY

9.00am Mass in Italian

10.30am Mass in English

THURSDAY 26th  DECEMBER 2013 BOXING DAY

There will not be any mass in the morning.  The church will remain closed.
SUNDAY 29th  DECEMBER 2013:  FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY

Mass times as normal weekend: 
Saturday 6.00pm, Sunday 9.00am (Italian), 10.30am (English).

WEDNESDAY 1st  JANUARY 2014  NEW YEAR’S DAY

Mass times: 10.00am in Italian, 11.00am in English.

THURSDAY 2nd  JANUARY 2014  NEW YEAR’S DAY

There will not be any mass in the morning.  The church will remain closed.

Special times for Individual Confessions during the week before Christmas

(Orario speciale per le Confessioni  individuali durante la settiman prima del Natale)

Tuesday (Martedi’)            17.12.2013, 9.30am

Wednesday (Mercoledi’)    18.12.2013, 9.30am

Thursday (Giovedi’)           19.12.2013, 9.30am 

Friday ( Venerdi’)               20.12.2013, 9.30am 

Saturday (Sabato)               21.12.2013, 10.30am

Tuesday (Martedi’)             24.12.2013, 6.30pm

MONDAYS COMMUNION SERVICE

Please note that there will not be any Monday Communion Service between Monday 23rd December 2013 and Monday 27th January 2014.  Mondays Communion Service will start again on Monday 3rd February 2014.  Thanks to the ministers who lead communion services on Monday and other times when the priest is not available.



