As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING  Isaiah    40:1-5, 9-11
Prepare the way for the Lord.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your salvation.
	Mostraci, Signore, la tua misericordia e donaci la tua salvezza.



SECOND READING     St  Peter  3:8-14
We wait for new heavens and a new earth.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia!
Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths:  all people shall see the salvation of God.  Alleluia!


	Alleluia, alleluia.  
Preparate la via del Signore, raddrizzate i suoi sentieri! Ogni uomo vedra’ la salvezza di Dio!  Alleluia!


GOSPEL  Mark    1:1-8
Make straight the paths of the Lord.                     
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
1st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$535.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$306.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$281.00
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS
LECTORS - THIS WEEK   10/12/2017
SPECIAL MINISTERS

6.00pm (SAT) –  D Pullicino & B Nadenbousch
N Ziino & T Nguyen
9.00am (SUN) –  G Tempone & C Agostinelli
P Sparano, R Pino, L Cavedon & F Multari
10.30am (SUN) – J Iaria & G Canavan
A & R Gatto, A Filippone, C McMahon,
                                                                                                S Rottura

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  17/12/2017
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
6.00pm (SAT)  
E Saliba & Sr. T Fitzsimmons
R Iuele & P Nguyen
9.00am (SUN) – M Crupi & F Multari

D Biasibetti, S Lobartolo, P Leggiero & L Calafiore
10.30am (SUN) – L Conte & A Valentini
P Nguyen, D Schembri, V De Leo, M Mizzi
                                                                                                J Frangiosa                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

                                                                                                                                      MONEY COUNTERS       11/12/2017          J Kearney, E Bartlett & S Dakin
                                               18/12/2017         F Nardozza, I Manini, R Comito & G Li Rosi
YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            RECENTLY DECEASED    
ANNIVERSARIES & SPECIAL MEMORIES   

Bruno PAPILLO, Lorenzo & Rachele PACELLA, Pasquale & Laura MARIANI,
Sergio DUSSIN, Luigi & Stafania LONGO, Antonio PISCIONERI, 

Kathy, Francesco, Concetta & Giuseppe PAPALIA, Itria LOPRESI in BARRESI, 

Vincenzo CRUPI
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
   SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest            WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                          Mb: 0431 643 674
    Sat  6.00pm - English
            Sr Estelita Manabo-Pastoral Associate
  Mon.  9.10am Comm. Service 
    Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
              Mrs  Maria Barnes  -School Principal
  Tue. 10.00am Italian
    Sun. 10.30am – English
              Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
  Wed. 9.10am - English

        
  Thur. 9.10am - English
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    Maltese Mass  
  
  Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

    1st Saturday of the Month 6.00pm
  Sat. 8.30am - English
  Sat. 8.30am-English

    Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
  Reconciliation: Sat. 10.30am
    Marriages - By Appointment
                                                                                                                      
   2nd Sunday of Advent,  Year  B                                                                 10  December,   2017                                                      
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 Taking Life for Granted
St John the Baptist – living very simply in the desert, praying, doing penance, fasting, and eschewing the comforts of life – reminds us that our Christian faith is distinctly counter-cultural in so many ways.
Indeed, so it should be, because Jesus himself often questioned much of what was “taken-for-granted” as “the way we do things round here” in the culture of his day.

Think, for example, of his treatment of lepers, tax collectors, the poor, the disabled, all those who, in the “taken-for-granted” thinking of the time, were outcasts and no-hopers.  John the Baptist reminds us there is likely something amiss if our Christian faith isn’t prodding us to question “the ways things are” and the “taken for granted” in our society.  For example, the treatment of refugees and asylum seekers in Australia today.

Advent calls us to be Christian counter-cultural in the practice of our faith.  While the world around us is consumed by frenzied preparations for the summer holidays and frenetic shopping for the customary gift exchange at Christmas, we, as Christians, instead of running faster and buying feverishly are encouraged to slow down and to focus on the things that really matter.  Advent, like Lent, calls us to re-examine our lives and our consciences:  Are we living in ways that are really worthy of the name Christian?  Are we truly Christian in the way we treat other people?  Are we really making the right choices?  Have we taken on uncritically the “taken for granted” attitudes and values of the mass media?  Are there areas in our life where we have gone astray?  Advent also calls us to practise waiting and to practise hoping.  Christians of all people should be people of hope, quietly confident that God does not desert us even in the most desperate, shameful or painful situations.  But hope doesn’t necessarily come naturally.  Just as we have to practise love, we need to practise hope.  So many things in our life can challenge us, cause us to lose heart, and dent our hopefulness – a friend dying from cancer, a child killed in an accident, a failed business project, a broken relationship or a friend’s betrayal.  But, as St Paul reminds us today, the scriptures attest to God’s unfailing faithfulness and steadfast love.  So too, when we look back on our own individual lives, despite the difficulties and sorrows along the way, with the eyes of faith we can see God at work in our lives, accompanying us, holding us, leading us to new life, even when it didn’t  seem to be so at the time.

Like the Holocaust victim, we too can say in the darkest of times:  “I believe in the sun, even when it is not shining.  I believe in love, even when I can’t feel it.  I believe in God, even when he is silent.”

                                                                                                    Emeritus Professor Anne Hunt  OAM
                                                                                                                      


	   CHRISTMAS TIME TABLE

SATURDAY 16th  DECEMBER - 2017

Working Bee 8.00am – 12.30pm.   Please come along and help us do some cleaning in and around the church to prepare for Christmas.  Lunch will be provided.
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TUESDAY  19th  DECEMBER  - 2017
7.30pm. General Penitential Reconciliation Ceremony

SUNDAY  24th  DECEMBER – 2017  CHRISTMAS EVE

6.00pm Christmas Eve Family Mass

11.30pm Carols singing followed by the Midnight Mass
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MONDAY 25th  DECEMBER  2017  - CHRISTMAS DAY

9.00am Mass in Italian

10.30am Mass in English

TUESDAY  26th  DECEMBER 2017  -  BOXING DAY
10.00am Mass in Italian.
WEEKEND SATURDAY 30th  / SUNDAY 31st  DECEMBER  2017  -  FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY
Mass times as normal weekend:  Saturday: 6.00pm, Sunday: 9.00am (Italian), 10.30am (English).
MONDAY  1st  JANUARAY  2018;  NEW YEAR’S DAY

Mass times: 10.00am in Italian, 11.00am in English
TUESDAY  2nd  JANUARAY  2018  

10.00am in Italian.
WEEKEND SATURDAY 6th  / SUNDAY 7th  JANUARY  2018  -  FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY

Mass times as normal weekend: Saturday 6.00pm, Sunday 9.00am (Italian), 10.30am (English)

Special times for Individual Confessions during the week before Christmas

(Orario speciale per le Confessioni  individuali durante la settiman prima del Natale)

Saturday (Sabato)                 16/12/2017      10.30am           Tuesday (Martedi’)   19/12/2017    9.30am

Wednesday (Mercoledi’)      20/12/2017        9.30am           Thursday (Giovedi)    21/12/2017    9.30am 

Friday (Venerdi’)                  22/12/2017        9.30am           Saturday (Sabato)      23/12/2017  10.30am  
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CUPPA
There will be a Cuppa in the Narthex after the 10.30am Mass this weekend 10 December.  It will be the last for the year.  All Welcome!

BAPTISMS
Congratulations to Mila Fogliaro child of Bruno and Renee, and Stefanie Rodriguez child of David and Marelia who will be baptised this weekend.  We welcome them into our parish community and assure the families of our prayerful best wishes on this happy occasion. 

	ROYAL COMMISSION

Dear friends, with the delivery of the final report from the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse, we move as a Church to the next stage of the painful process of atoning for the sins of the past. This weekend we light the second of the Advent candles and the gradual strengthening of the Advent light reminds us that we draw nearer to the great feast of Christmas, celebrating the goodness of God born anew in our hearts and our world. This is the God who journeys with us as we search to understand, accept and acknowledge the wrongs of the past. Importantly we now have the task of ensuring that we move forward in a manner that brings hope, accountabilities and healing.  

We continue to hold in our thoughts and prayers all those who have suffered abuse at the hands of clergy, religious, teachers and volunteers in our Catholic schools and homes. It is for these children, women and men that we offer our humble prayers for their healing and health as they, too, move to this next stage in their journey of their story.  

As a faithful people who join in prayer this Sunday the words of the psalm remind us to listen to the voice of the God of peace in whom mercy and faithfulness meet.  Let us pray that the coming of Jesus, the Emmanuel, will bring peace, hope and healing to all who are in need of his gentle companionship and care. 




ADVENT A TIME OF HOPE WONDER AND BLESSING
“Let every valley be filled in, and every mountain and hill be laid low” On this second Sunday of Advent we are introduced to John the Baptist who calls us to prepare and repent, calls us to change and be renewed. Change is always difficult, even when it is chosen. Forced change is painful and shatters life. Life is often unpredictable and we long for some stability and order in the midst of confusion. Different people are at different stages of the journey. God is gentle and does not rush persons but allows each to respond in her or his own time. 
John, by the river Jordan: - call us to reflect carefully and to repent. 
John, by the river Jordan: - call us to stand beside the confused and the unfulfilled ones and to give them purpose. John, by the river Jordan: - call us to acknowledge the graceful influence of Jesus Christ and to renew our discipleship. Amen.
ADVENT GIVING TREE
During the Advent season, we invite parishioners to take home a star from our Giving Tree and to bring to the church the usual donations of food which will be distributed to people in need.
ITALIAN LADIES

Martedi 19 Dicembre celebrazione Natalizia con S. Messa di ringraziamento. Alla conclusione ci sara’ un rinfresco con l’arrivo di Babbo Natale e La Befana.  Vi aspettiamo numerosi!

MEMORIAL MASS

Saturday 16 December 6.00pm – Anna Saltalamacchia (1mth)

MELBOURNE OVERSEAS MISSION APPEAL SUNDAY 10  DECEMBER
Envelopes are available in Narthex and near side door to give contribution to the Melbourne Overseas Mission which for over 40 years has been helping and developing spiritual and pastoral work in other nations in need. This is done also by supporting priests, religious and lay missinories who are sent to minister in the needy countries. Some of the Countries helped by MOM are: Papua New Guinea, Vietnam, Gambia, Ghana, Pakistan, Botswana, Nigeria, Peru and Jerusalem. Special leaving collection will be held this weekend after each mass. Archbishop Denis Hart commendd the Melbourne Overseas fund to your continuing support.  
WEDDING 
Congratulations to Matthew Tempone and Elizabeth Khoury who were married on the weekend.  We ask God’s blessing on them and their family on this special occasion.

