As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING Isaiah   11:1-10
He judges the poor with justice.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for ever.

	Vieni, Signore, re di giustizia e di pace.



SECOND READING     Romans   15:4-9
Christ, the hope of all people.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia

Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths: all people shall see the salvation of God.  Alleluia!

	Alleluia, alleluia!
Preparate la via del Signore, raddrizzate i suoi sentieri!  Ogni uomo vedra’ la salvezza di Dio!   Alleluia!


GOSPEL  Matthew   3:1-12
Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand.         
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$475.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$381.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$280.00
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS
LECTORS - THIS WEEK  08/12/2019
SPECIAL MINISTERS

6.00pm (SAT) –MALTESE MASS (Selected)
MALTESE MASS (Selected)
9.00am (SUN) –  G Calvi
P Sparano, R Pino, L Cavedon & F Multari
10.30am (SUN) – N Sua & H Joy-Lopez
S Rottura, S Dakin, L De Marco & A Filippone
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  15/12/2019
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
6.00pm (SAT)  
E Saliba & B Nadenbousch
M Mizzi & E Krygger
9.00am (SUN) – C Brunetti & G Barbaro
D Biasibetti, P Leggiero & A Sonza
10.30am (SUN) – T Nguyen & E Bartlett
P Nguyen, V De Leo, M Mizzi & G Caruana
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                            MONEY COUNTERS      09/12/2019      E Bartlett
                                             16/12/2019      F Nardozza, I Manini, R Comito & G Li Rosi

YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            RECENTLY DECEASED  Daniel DICESARE, Lucia FARRUGIA (Gozo Malta)
ANNIVERSARIES & SPECIAL MEMORIES  
Victor PULIS, Irma COVELLO, Nina ZAMMIT, Franca & Sam ASCIUTO, 
Ferruccio & Ercole DI RICO, Nicolino MARASCO, Angela & Franco CARDAMONE, 
Antonio FERRARI, Maria-Francesca FURCI, Donata QUINTILI, Luigi & Stefania LONGO

Vincenzo CRUPI
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
   SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest            WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                          Mb: 0431 643 674
    Sat  6.00pm - English
            Sr Estelita Manabo-Pastoral Associate
  Mon.  9.10am Comm. Service 
    Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
              Mrs  Maria Barnes  -School Principal
  Tue. 10.00am Italian
    Sun. 10.30am – English
              Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
  Wed. 9.10am - English

        
  Thur. 9.10am - English
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    Maltese Mass  
  
  Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

    1st Saturday of the Month 6.00pm
  Sat. 8.30am - English
  Sat. 8.30am-English

    Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
  Reconciliation: Sat. 10.30am
    Marriages - By Appointment
                                                                                                                      
   2nd Sunday of Advent   Year  A                                                                 8   December,   2019                                                   
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Sign of things to come
In today’s gospel, the figure of John the Baptist bursts onto the scene in Matthew’s narrative as the herald of the coming “kingdom of the heaven” (Matt 3:2).  He is described as a desert-dwelling preacher, a ferocious religious reformer, with an odd choice of clothing and a curios taste for insects and honey.  This image appears incongruous with the season of Advent and the coming feast of Christmas; and is perhaps more suited to Lent or even Easter, where the desert setting and the themes of repentance and the coming kingdom figure more prominently in the liturgy.

In popular culture, Christmas is wholeheartedly embraced by the wider community outside the Christian communion.  It is a time of family barbecues, present-giving cricket on the beach, and cold beers.  Easter, which is a far more significant and liturgically rich feast, does not receive the same press or support.  Often it is seen as little more than an opportunity for an extended weekend away.

We might wonder why there is not even the slightest nod to Easter’s religious significance.  Is it because we are more comfortable with the image of a new-born Jesus is a warm stable with cows and sheep than with the image of crucified and naked Jesus dying alone on a stark hillside?  Or is it that Christmas more easily lends itself to a celebration of that great new secular cult:  consumerism?
Christmas is as much a time for extravagance and credit card debt as it is for family get-togethers.   So often amidst our rejoicing and songs commemorating the “choirs of angels” we forget the enormity of the occasion, when God became incarnate to offer us redemption from sin and death.

Christmas is part and parcel of the Easter message.  The birth of Jesus only derives real significance from his ultimate death and resurrection.  For it was only in the light of that experience that Jesus’ first followers eventually came to see that Jesus’ was God incarnate.  His birth in obscurity was conceived anew as the centre-point of history.  Hence, the story in Matthew does not shirk from hinting at the end that waits this babe and that of those who fail to heed his message.
The wise men offer gifts that include myrrh, an aloe used for anointed dead bodies (Matt 2:11); a jealous secular King orders the massacre of innocents to try prematurely to destroy the “newborn king” (Matt 2:16-18); and, a fiery prophet warns of the coming wrath of God against the wealthy, the powerful and self-satisfied who refuse to repent (Matt 3:7-13).  This Christmas, as we come to kneel before the crib in our churches, let us remember that the shadow of the cross looms large over the little stable by the altar.  And amid the strains of jaunty carols and festive well-wishes, may we also hear the words of John the Baptist calling us to “produce good fruit as evidence of repentance” (Matt 3:8).                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                  Ian J Elmer
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THE PROPHET ISAIAH IN ADVENT YEAR A
During Advent in Year A, the First Reading (of the Sunday Mass) always comes from the prophet Isaiah. It is useful to pay particular attention to Isaiah’s Voice, noticing the development of the vision and images he puts before us relating to the meaning of Jesus Christ for the Church and the world. In last week’s reading, Isaiah sees what is to come: the nations assembling, surrendering to the Lord, laying down the weapons of war, beating them into the useful tools of farming and PEACEFUL LIFE. Today, Isaiah describes the qualities of the Spirit of the Lord and the just judgements this brings, resulting in WORLD OF NO CONFLICT. In next week’s text, Isaiah describes the glorious and triumphant coming of the Lord and THE HEALING OF ALL THAT IS BROKEN. In the final week of Advent, Isaiah speaks of the maiden who will conceive and give birth to one who is “GOD-IS-WITH-US”. 

ADVENT IS A CALL TO STAY AWAKE WALK IN GOD’S LIGHT

AND TO KNOW THAT GOD IS WITH US.



 
BAPTISMS
Congratulations to Veronica Vitellone child of David and Nhu, Layla Adra child Mary,Amelia Yousif child of Kanie and Antoniette who will be baptised this weekend.  We welcome them into our parish community and assure the families of our prayerful best wishes on this happy occasion.
BAPTISM PREPARATION

The Baptism Preparation Meeting will be held on Monday  9 December at 7.30pm in the Church.
MEMORIAL MASSES
Thursday 12 December 7.00pm – Victor Pulis (1 yr)

Friday 13 December 7.00pm – Pietro Scarmozzino (1 yr)

Sunday 15 December 10.30am – Luigi Parisi (1 mth)
MONDAYS COMMUNION SERVICES:
Please note that there will not be any Communion Services from Monday 9th December 2019 until Monday 27th January 2020. The next Communion Service on a Monday will be held on Monday 3rd February 2020. Thanks to the communion services leaders for their ministry during the year. 
END OF YEAR SCHOOL MASS

Wednesday 18 December 2019 Mass at 12.15pm we celebrate and pray with all the school children the end of year school. We thank God for the year we had in school and thank the school Principal and staff and all the school families. May God’s blessings be with them always. 

ITALIAN LADIES

Martedi 17 Dicembre celebrazione Natalizia con S. Messa di ringraziamento. Alla conclusione ci sara’ un rinfresco con l’arrivo di Babbo Natale e La Befana.  Vi aspettiamo numerosi!

ITALIAN PENSIONERS ASSOCIATION

The Italian Pensioners Association will celebrate an end of year Mass on Thursday 19 December at 10.30am. 

	FESTA DELL’IMMACOLATA CONCEZIONE

Siete cordialmente invitati nella casa di Antonietta e Remo Filippone, 8 Morris Street, Reservoir.  Oggi 8 Dicembre, per la celebrazione dell’Immacolata Concezione con la recita del S. Rosario, Fiaccolata e S. Messa, alle ore 7.30pm in Italiano & Inglese.  Seguita da rinfresco.    
Un caloroso benvenuto a tutti parrocchiani e amici.

FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
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You are cordially invited at the home of Antonietta and Remo Filippone, 8 Morris Street, Reservoir.  Today 8 December to celebrate the Feast of the Immaculate Conception with Mass, Rosary and Procession at 7.30pm In English & Italian.  Followed by refreshments.   
A warm welcome to all parishioners and friends.
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ADVENT GIVING TREE
During the Advent season, we invite parishioners to take home a star from our Giving Tree and to bring to the church the usual donations of food which will be distributed to people in need.
WORKING BEE 
There will a working Bee on Friday 20th December 2019 8.00am – 12.30pm. Lunch will be provided. Please come along and help us do some cleaning in and around the church to prepare for Christmas
GRUPPO DI PREGHIERE
Il gruppo di preghiere iniziera’ i suoi incontri venerdi 14 Febbraio 2020,  dalle 10.00am alle 12.00pm.

Siete tutti benvenuti, Vi aspettiamo.

FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION: FESTA DELLA MADONNA 
Sunday 8 December, from 1.30pm - St Monica’s Church, 820 Mount Alexander Road, Moonee Ponds 
The Italian Prayer Group of St Monica’s parish invites all parishioners, both local and from across Melbourne, to attend the celebrations of the Festa Della Madonna. The novena commenced on Friday 29 November in the church and will culminate with a Festa (festival) at 1.30pm on Sunday 8 December. There will be food, drinks, cakes and sweets, with music provided by the Bellini Band. All are invited to attend to mark this very special day of the liturgical calendar. Cost: Free 
Details: Franco Priscoglio on 0407 832 564
MELBOURNE OVERSEAS MISSIONS ANNUAL APPEAL – 7 & 8 DECEMBER 2019

Melbourne Overseas Missions continues to assist the disadvantaged and marginalized in Papua New Guinea, Pakistan, Botswana, Peru and Jerusalem.  The work puts a key focus on the education of young people in socially and economically disadvantaged communities.  Thousands of children and young people will have access to safe and engaging learning environments thanks to the generosity of the clergy and parishioners of the Melbourne Archdiocese.  Melbourne Overseas Missions very much appreciates your generosity in facilitating this work and very much hopes it will continue.  
Donations of $2.00 and over are tax deductible.  
Envelopes are available in Narthex and near side door
