As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING   Isaiah     35:1-6:10
God himself will come and save us.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	Lord, come and save us.

	Vieni, Signore, a salvarci..



SECOND READING     James   5:7-10
You also must be patient: do not lose heart, the Lord’s coming will be soon. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia!
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; he sent me to bring Good News to the poor.  Alleluia!

	Alleluia, alleluia
Lo Spirito del Signore e’ sopra di me, mi ha mandato a portare ai poveri il lieto annuncio!.   Alleluia. 
  


GOSPEL  Matthew   11:2-11
Are you the one who is to come, or must we wait for someone else?       
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$400.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$332.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$255.00      
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS
LECTORS - THIS WEEK   11/12/2022
SPECIAL MINISTERS


5.30pm (SAT) – 
B Nadenbousch
T Nguyen & N Ziino
9.00am (SUN) –  R Diguglielmo & R Pino
L Cavedon,  A Sonza & N Mercuri
10.30am (SUN) – B Clark-Loh
J Iaria & L De Marco
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  18/12/2022
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
5.30pm- E Krygger
S Dakin & B Nadenboush
9.00am- L Calafiore & P Sparano
M Forte, T Forte & R Alberti
10.30am- V De Leo
B Clark-Loh & G Caruana
      



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            RECENTLY DECEASED  
John BAJADA (Sydney)
ANNIVERSARIES & SPECIAL MEMORIES   
Michael BUTERA, Elizabeth PHAM, Bishop Joe O’CONNELL, Bishop Joe GRECH
Irma & Agostino COVELLO Raffaele SIRIANNI, Donata & Ottavio QUINTILLI, 
Giacomo & Rosa SALZONE, Rosa ARDINO, 
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                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
   SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest            WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                          Mb: 0431 643 674
    Sat  5.30pm - English
              Mrs Maria Barnes – School Principal
 
    Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
              Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
  Tue. 10.00am Italian
    Sun. 10.30am – English
             
  Wed. 9.10am - English

        
  Thur. 9.10am - English
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    Maltese Mass  
  
  Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

    1st Saturday of the Month 5.30pm
  
  Sat. 8.30am-English

    Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
 Reconciliation:  
    Marriages – by Appointment                                                                                (Individual  Confessions)                                              


                                                                                       Sat. 5.00pm  or by Appointment                            
   3rd Sunday of Advent    Year  A                                                                11   December,   2022                                                                                                                           
	The need for patience while we wait  
What are you like at waiting? As one person said: “I’m no good at waiting, but one day as I stood in line at a local supermarket I realised I was waiting. Waiting! I was doing what Advent is all about.” 
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That’s what John the Baptist, one of the striking Advent figures, is doing in today’s gospel. Waiting in prison for news of the Messiah, wondering is this the one he’d been expecting? We all know the feeling given the expectations we might have of Jesus. Perhaps we like what John has said, his stress on the power and judgement of the One to come. 

But Jesus says to John’s disciples, tell him what you see and hear, that the blind, the lame, the deaf, the lives of those cast out have been transformed. He isn’t fulfilling John’s expectations so much as calling our attention to the prophecy of Isaiah which is referred to in the first reading. 

The lives of those cast out are transformed and, as in Isaiah, where the wilderness blooms now the exile in Babylon is over, they too may return from a kind of exile, full of hope. In today’s gospel these are the signs of the kingdom that Jesus points too, rather than God’s retribution. 

So, what do we see and hear? Can we glimpse the working of God among us in Advent? This may seem a daunting task because we’re so caught up in the ‘festive season’ that any talk of slowing down is best left till Boxing Day. But what if we’re able to see something else in what we’re already doing? That’s what the woman standing in the queue at the supermarket is doing; she’s waiting and that’s what Advent is about.  Could standing there, or wherever we find ourselves waiting, be such a moment? Why not put the phone away and wait? And what about a more formal moment, as we light the third, pink candle of the Advent wreath today, on Gaudete or Rejoice Sunday?  Amidst the call to pray and to fast, we seek to light a candle and share that light with the forgotten ones, inviting them to eat with us, welcoming them into our lives. In pointing to the Christ who is to come John bears witness to this light. That’s the point of his life, doubts and all, and why Jesus says there is none greater. The point of our lives is to become more Christ-like and discover our ‘greatness’ in him. In doing so ‘the least in the kingdom of Heaven will be greater’ than John is. We rejoice that we’re invited to help build up the kingdom and to enable this we must learn to be patient, as the second reading says, waiting in expectation of the Lord’s coming, for he will come and is already present among us, not attempting to force God’s hand. 

In Advent, we’re preparing a way for the Lord, realising that God so loves the world. 
                                                                                                                                                       Damian Coleridge                                                                                                                                          


	SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST IN ADVENT
Every year the Second and Third Sundays of Advent present us with parts of the gospel regarding John the Baptist. Last Sunday according to Matthew’s gospel John the Baptist was presented as the Voice that cries in the Wilderness: Repent for the Kingdom of heaven is close at hand. These words of making a change of heart are meant to prepare the way of the Lord as proclaimed by the prophet Isaiah. In this weekend’s Matthew’s gospel, we see John the Baptist confirming the arrival of the Messiah, the Lord Jesus who brings joy and peace by saying: “the blind, see again, and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, and the dead are raised to life and the Good News is proclaimed to the poor, and happy are those who do not lose faith in me”. Jesus referred to John being the greatest prophet and every follower of Jesus can be as great as John the Baptist, bringing peace and joy to the world. 

HURRY UP LORD COME AND BRING PEACE TO THE WORLD




COVID SAFE PRACTICES

· As we come in Church, we are asked to be aware of some good practice against the transmission of the Corona-virus. 
· Please sanitise your hands as you enter the church and on the way before receiving Communion as well as on the way out of the Church. Hand Sanitiser Bottles are available at the entrances of the Church and at a seat as you walk to receive communion.  Please receive Communion only on the Hand.
· Masks are not compulsory but recommended. You may wish to wear it or not. Ministers of Communion should wear a mask while distributing communion. 
· THANKS to all those who have been and continue to be of great help to keep following well the required measures of Covid-19. 
MASS ON C31 (d.44)  
For those unable to attend church due to illness or other reasons there is an opportunity to follow the 11.00am Sunday Mass from St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Melbourne, which is broadcast live on the TV station C31 Melbourne, which is channel 44 on digital TV.

CONTINUING APPEALS: 

FLOOD APPEAL – SOCIETY OF ST VINCENT DE PAUL  

Contributions can be made by:   1. Calling 13 18 12  

visit https://donate.vinnies.org.au/appeals-vic/vinnies-vic-flood-appeal-2022.  

Or donate Vinnies Shops; or purchase a token via local IGA. 
CARITAS AUSTRALIA – UKRAINE EMERGENCY APPEAL
Online: https://www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/ukraine/
Phone: 1800 024 413
FEASTS

Tuesday  13 December: St Lucy, virgin, martyr
Wednesday 14 December: St John of the Cross, priest, doctor
ADVENT GIVING TREE

During the Advent season, we invite parishioners to help people in need only by donating money in the box near the Crib and the Christmas Tree.  Thank you.
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CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR’S 
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TIME TABLE

WEDNESDAY  21  DECEMBER  - 2022

7.00pm. General Reconciliation Ceremony

SATURDAY 24  DECEMBER – 2022  CHRISTMAS EVE

5.30pm Christmas Eve Family Mass

Please note that due to Covid 19 concerns there will only be one Mass on Christmas Eve (5.30pm) and there will not be Midnight Mass.
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SUNDAY  25  DECEMBER  - 2022   CHRISTMAS DAY

9.00am Mass in Italian

10.30am Mass in English

SATURDAY  31  DECEMBER 2022  -  NEW YEAR’S EVE 
5.30pm Mass
SUNDAY   1  JANUARY  2023   -  NEW YEAR’S DAY

Mass times as normal Sunday: 9.00am (Italian) 10.30am (English)
Special times for Individual Confessions during the week before Christmas

(Orario speciale per le Confessioni  individuali durante la settimana prima del Natale)
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Tuesday (Martedi’)  20/12/2022  9.30am  -  Wednesday (Mercoledi’) 21/12/2022  9.30am           

Thursday (Giovedi)  22/12/2022  9.30am  -  Friday (Venerdi’)  23/12/2022   9.30am           

Saturday (Sabato)    24/12/2022   5.00pm  




FOR A SYNODAL CHURCH: COMMUNION, PARTICIPATION AND MISSION 
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PRAYER FOR THE SYNOD: Adsumus Sancte Spiritus
We stand before You, Holy Spirit, as we gather together in Your name. With You alone to guide us, make Yourself at home in our hearts; Teach us the way we must go and how we are to pursue it. We are weak and sinful; do not let us promote disorder. Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path nor partiality influence our actions. Let us find in You our unity so that we may journey together to eternal life and not stray from the way of truth and what is right. All this we ask of You, who are at work in every place and time, in the communion of the Father and the Son, forever and ever. Amen. For general information visit www.synod.va
	The Parish of St Joseph the Worker, North Reservoir and the Diocese of Melbourne are committed to the care, wellbeing and protection of children, young people and vulnerable people in our communit


