
 As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING    Baruch   5:1-9
Jerusalem – God will show you splendour.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	The Lord has done great things for us; we are filled with joy.

	Grandi cose ha fatto il Signore per noi.  



SECOND READING     Philippians  1:3-6, 8-11
Show yourselves sinless and without blame in the day of Christ.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, Alleluia! 
Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths: 

all people shall see the salvation of God!.  Alleluia!
 
	Alleluia Alleluia, Preparate la via del Signore, raddrizzate i suoi sentieri!  Ogni uomo vedra’ la salvezza di Dio!   Alleluia.


GOSPEL  Luke  3:1-6
All people shall see the salvation of God.
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
1st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$707.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$411.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$323.00
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS

LECTORS - THIS WEEK   06/12/2015
SPECIAL MINISTERS

6.00pm (SAT) –  MALTESE MASS (Selected)
MALTESE MASS (Selected)
9.00am (SUN) –  R Pino & L Cavedon
F Pascuzzi, G Tempone & P Sparano
10.30am (SUN) – R Covello & Sr T Fitzsimmons
A Gatto, J Iaria, J Kearney, M Mizzi
                                                                                                S Rottura
LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  13/12/2015
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
6.00pm (SAT) D Pullicino & B Nadenbousch
R Iuele & T Nguyen
9.00am (SUN) –  P Sparano & C Agostinelli
R Pino, L Cavedon & C Alberti
10.30am (SUN) – L Conte & J Iaria
C McMahon, P Nguyen, V De Leo
                                                                                                E Bartlett & M Mizzi
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                                                          MONEY COUNTERS       07/12/2015              D Herber & S Dakin
                                               14/12/2015             J & J Kearney, E Bartlett, C McMahon & S Dakin
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING 
RECENTLY DECEASED   
June SMITH, Fr Justin WOODFORD
ANNIVERSARIES  
Nina ZAMMIT, Basilio CRISTOFOLI, Giuseppina DI FIORE, Antonio FERRARI, Teresa GRILLO, Sara PACE, Bartolo “Bob” PALAMARA, Maria-Francesca FURCI, Antonio & Rosetta TRALLI, 
Itria BARRESI, Vincenzo-Nicola CRUPI, Vincenzo, Nazzarena & Renato MORFUNI, 
Luigi & Stefania LONGO
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
   SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest            WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                          Mb: 0431 643 674
    Sat  6.00pm - English
            Sr Estelita Manabo-Pastoral Associate
  Mon.  9.10am Comm. Service 
    Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
        Ms Marisa Steele -Acting School Principal
  Tue. 10.00am Italian
    Sun. 10.30am – English
              Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
  Wed. 9.10am - English

        
  Thur. 9.10am - English
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    Maltese Mass  
  
  Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

    1st Saturday of the Month 6.00pm
  Sat. 8.30am - English
  Sat. 8.30am-English

    Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
  Reconciliation: Sat. 10.30am
    Marriages - By Appointment
                                                                                                                      
   
   2nd  Sunday of Advent, Year C                                                              6  December    2015                                                            
	True Success
In the secular world, Christmas has come to be seen as an end-of-year celebration of success and good fortune.  The quality of the gifts we give our family and friends is seen as a measure of our financial success.  Like all good ‘hero stories’, the secular version of the Christmas story ends with rewards being heaped upon those who have triumphed over adversity.  However, in the scriptures, Christmas is the start of quite a different hero story and, accordingly, its celebration presents us with a different vision of success.  Today’s gospel introduces us to John the Baptist, a fiery no-nonsense prophet who was not afraid to speak bluntly even to his own devotees.  John represents the last of a long line of Old Testament prophets; charismatic men and women who felt called to speak on God’s behalf.  They were often the voice of the voiceless, the champion of the poor, and the advocate of the oppressed.  All too often their message brought them to the attention of the powerful and wealthy, with all-too-often tragic results for the prophet.  John is the forerunner to Jesus and, in many ways, his story anticipates and foreshadows the story of Jesus, the birth of whom we are preparing to celebrate at Christmas.  Like John, Jesus is not your typical hero.  The gospel writers present him as a model of success, but a model for those mired in despair and hopelessness.  Born in total obscurity and known only to poor shepherds and foreign stargazers, Jesus was not a success by the standards of the world at that time.  His ministry was limited to the hill country of Galilee and the back streets of Jerusalem.  His audience were poor farmers and fisher folk who eked out a bare living from the soil and sea, most of which was taken for taxes or tithes.  His words were strange and unconventional.  His followers were marginal people.  In terms of success, Jesus owned little but the clothes on his back.  The authorities thought he was dangerous.  His life ended on a cross and the ignominious death of a criminal.  Yet, as Paul says in Philippians, “God raised him up and gave him a name that is above all other names” (Phil 2:9).  The stories of Jesus and John teach us that true success is not found in money, big cars, fancy houses, expensive presents and a huge table of festive fare at Christmas.  True success is found in the dedication and commitment we displayed amidst the consumerism of popular culture.  It is found in the moments of healing that throughout the year we brought to others by our concern and care.  It is found in the courage we gave to our family and friends, with simple words of support and encouragement.  It is found in our dogged self-sacrifice on behalf of all those who shared our lives this year.



BAPTISMS
Congratulations to Ella Crupi child of Anthony and Tania, Lucas Camilleri child of Robert and Danielle who will be baptised this weekend.  We welcome them into our parish community and assure the families of our prayerful best wishes on this happy occasion.
BAPTISM PREPARATION

The Baptism Preparation Meeting will be held on Monday 14 December at 7.30pm in the Church.

CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE

At the start of our Advent season, we invite parishioners to take home a star from our Giving Tree and to bring to the church the usual donations of food which will be distributed to the local Refugees and to the other needy families in our area. 
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CUPPA

 This weekend 6 December after the 10.30am Mass there will be a cuppa in the Narthex.  Please 

 stop and enjoy the hospitality of the parish.

WORKING BEE

A Working Bee is organized for Saturday 19 December 2015 8am – 12.30pm.   Lunch will be provided.

Please come and help clean and prepare the church grounds for Christmas.

FESTA DELL’IMMACOLATA CONCEZIONE 

Siete cordialmente invitati nella casa di Antonietta e Remo Filippone, 8 Morris Street, Reservoir. Martedi  8 Dicembre, per la celebrazione dell’Immacolata Concezione con la recita del S. Rosario, Fiaccolata e S. Messa, alle ore 7.30pm.     Un caloroso benvenuto a tutti parrocchiani e amici.

CATHOLICCARE  – THANK YOU

CatholicCare would like to thank the community of St Joseph The Worker North Reservoir parish for its generous donation of $124 to our 2015 Church Appeal.  Your generosity supports the vital work of CatholicCare.  We work on behalf of the Archdiocese in Melbourne and Geelong to fulfil the church’s mission of service to the community, helping families and individuals to develop strong and healthy relationships.  Thank you for enabling us to continue our vital work.
OPENING OF THE HOLY DOOR OF MERCY, OUR LADY TA’ PINU SHRINE, BACCHUS MARSH  SATURDAY 12 DECEMBER, 2PM
Our Lady Ta’ Pinu Shrine, All Nations Marian Centre, 15 Flanagans Drive, Bacchus Marsh. His Grace Archbishop Denis Hart will join multicultural community groups at Our Lady Ta’ Pinu Shrine, All Nations Marian Centre to officially open the Chapel of Mercy, with its distinctive ‘Door of Mercy’, as part of the start of the Jubilee Year of Mercy. All welcome.
Colloquium to mark 50 years of Vatican Council on the Church in the MODERN WORLD CARDINAL KNOX CENTRE, 383 ALBERT STREET, EAST MELBOURNE
Monday, 7 December, 9.30am–12.30pm, followed by light lunch
50 years ago, on 7 December 1965, Pope Paul VI promulgated one of the major documents of the Second Vatican Council, the Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern World, known widely as Gaudium et Spes. Gaudium et Spes gave voice and impetus to a positive engagement of the Church with the world. Along with other developments at that time, it built on Catholic Social Teaching to lay the foundations for the social mission of the Church as we know it today. Catholic Social Services Victoria invites participation from those interested in deepening their understanding of the Church’s mission in the world. Participation from Catholic social services and parish communities is encouraged.
Discussion leaders include:
•            Fr Max Vodola: the Council and its teachings
•            Bernadette Steele: a call to justice and service 
•            David Schutz: continuity and change
•            Fr Bruce Duncan CSsR: Pope Francis and Gaudium et Spes
Cost: $20  Registration and details: www.css.org.au or 9287 5569
	EXTRAORDINARY JUBILEE   HOLY YEAR OF MERCY
      8TH DECEMBER 2015 – 20TH NOVEMBER 2016

OPENING OF THE HOLY DOOR, ST PATRICK’S CATHEDRAL
Sunday 13 December, 2.30pm St Patrick’s Cathedral, Cathedral Place, East Melbourne
In announcing the Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy, Pope Francis asked that a special holy door be opened in every diocese, ‘to allow everyone in every part of the world to experience the Mercy of the Father ... the Holy Door will become a Door of Mercy through which anyone who enters will experience the love of God who consoles, pardons and instils hope.’ (Misericordiae Vultus) 
WALKING INTO MERCY: PILGRIMAGE TO ST PATRICK’S CATHEDRAL
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To mark the opening of the Jubilee in Melbourne, Archbishop Denis Hart will open a special Holy Door of Mercy on Sunday 13 December at 2.30pm. 
Program highlights:
•  Opening of the local Door of Mercy by Archbishop Denis Hart at 2.30pm
•   Food stalls, music and activities hosted by Aboriginal Catholic Ministry, CatholicCare, Catholic
    Mission, Melbourne Vocations Office, and more!
•   Hour of adoration and prayer led by Bishop Vincent Long OFMconv at 4pm
    Pilgrims are advised to arrive as early as 2pm, as we anticipate a large crowd for the official opening of
    the Door of Mercy at 2.30pm.

A Bus will be organized from our Parish for those who wish to go and enter the door of Mercy opened by our Archbishop Denis Hart. The Bus will leave from the St. Joseph Worker at 1.00pm sharply. Please book your seat in the bus by contacting: Fr. Manny or Sr. Estelita or Liz in the parish Office: 94603013. The cost is $10.00.  Let us go and experience God’s peace and mercy for each one of us. 
(in Italiano)   
Abbiamo organizzato trasporto per l’apertura della Porta della Misericordia nella Cattedrale di Melbourne, San Patrizio il 13 Dicemebre 2015 alle 2.30pm. Chi desidera partecipare a prenoti da Gina Tempone: 94621641 o da Paola Sparano: 94607990. La partenza con il Bus sara’ dalla nostra Chiesa alle ore 1.00pn puntuali. Il costo e di $10.00 andata e ritorno. 
Andiamo numerosi per esperimentare la pace e Misericordia di Dio per ognuno di noi. 


 HYPERLINK "http://www.catholicsun.org/2015/05/05/vatican-unveils-logo-prayer-details-of-holy-year-of-mercy/" 
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FEASTS
Monday 7 December – St Ambrose

Tuesday 8 December – Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary

