
As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land

FIRST READING    Isaiah 40:1-5,9-11
Prepare the way for the Lord.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your salvation.

	Mostraci, Signore, la tua misericordia e donaci la tua salvezza.


SECOND READING     2nd Letter of St Peter 3:8-14
We wait for new heavens and a new earth.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia
Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths: 
all people shall see the salvation of God!  Alleluia!

	Alleluia, alleluia!
Preparate la via del Signore, raddrizzate i suoi sentieri!  Ogni uomo vedra’ la salvezza di Dio!.  Alleluia!


GOSPEL Mark 1:1-8
Make straight the paths of the Lord.
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
1st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$766.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$346.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$352.00
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS

LECTORS - THIS WEEK   07/12/2014
SPECIAL MINISTERS

6.00pm (SAT) –  MALTESE MASS (Selected)
MALTESE MASS 
(Selected)
9.00am (SUN) – 
 L Calafiore & R DiGuglielmo
D Biasibetti, S Lobartolo & P Leggiero
10.30am (SUN) – Sr T Ftizsimmons & J Kearney
S Dakin, A Filippone & J Frangiosa
LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  14/12/2014
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
6.00pm (SAT)  -E Krygger & G Canavan
S Dakin & M Mizzi
9.00am (SUN) –  L Catena & R Mercuri 
L Calafiore, T Mirigliano & R De Zan
10.30am (SUN) – J Kearney & E Bartlett              
J Iaria, L De Marco & S Rottura
MONEY COUNTERS       08 /12/2014           J & J Kearney, E & K Barlett, C McMahon & S Dakin
                                              15/12/2014            A Sinopoli, F Nardozza, I Manini & R Comito
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING 
RECENTLY DECEASED  
Luciano GRANIERI, 
ANNIVERSARIES 
Mark SPITERI, Alex SPITERI, Christine GALLINARO, Francesco MULTARI,

Maria Francesca FURCI, Sabatino & Beatrice CARUSO, Giovanni & Ida MERCURI, 
Gina DI DONATO,Vincenzo CRUPI, Itria BARRESI, Giovanni LIZZO, Giuseppe FALCONE, 

Luigi & Stefania LONGO
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                   79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                 Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832    Mb: 0431 643 674 
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                       www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
   SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest
  WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:
    Sat  6.00pm - English
            Sr Estelita Manabo-Pastoral Associate
  Mon.  9.10am Comm. Service 
    Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
             Mr Peter Chowne -School Principal
  Tue. 10.00am Italian
    Sun. 10.30am – English
              Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
  Wed. 9.10am - English

        
  Thur. 9.10am - English
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    Maltese Mass  
  
  Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

    1st Saturday of the Month 6.00pm
  Sat. 8.30am - English
  Sat. 8.30am-English

    Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
  Reconciliation: Sat. 10.30am
    Marriages - By Appointment
                                                                                                                      
   2nd Sunday of Advent   Year B                                                                   7 December 2014                                                             
	Christian is counter-cultural
St John the Baptist lived simply in the desert.  He prayed, did penance, fasted and eschewed comforts.  He reminds us that our Christian faith is distinctly counter-cultural in so many ways.  Indeed, so it should be, Jesus in his time often called into question so much of what was “taken-for-granted” as “the way we do things round here”.
Think, for example, of his treatment of lepers, tax collectors, the poor, the disabled, all those who, in the “taken-for-granted’ thinking of the time, were outcasts and no-hopers.  Moreover, John the Baptist reminds us that there is likely something amiss if our Christian faith isn’t prodding us to question “the ways things are” and the “taken for granted” in our society.  Think, for example, of the treatment of refugees and asylum seekers in our day in Australia. 

Advent calls us to be counter-cultural in the practice of our faith.  While the world around us is consumed by frenzied preparations for the summer holiday and frenetic shopping for the customary gift exchange at Christmastime, we Christians, instead of speeding up and running faster and feverish buying, are encouraged to slow down, and to focus on the things that really matter.

Advent, like Lent, calls us to re-examine our lives and our consciences: Are we living in ways that are really worthy of the name Christian?  Are we truly Christian in the way we treat other people?  Are we really heading in the right direction in our lives and in the choices we make?  Have we taken on uncritically the “taken for granted” attitudes and values of the mass media?  Are there areas in our life where we have gone astray and need to get back on track?

Advent also calls us to practise waiting and hoping. Christians of all people should be people of hope, quietly confident that God does not desert us even in the most desperate, shameful or painful situations.  Hope doesn’t necessarily come naturally. We have to work on it.  Just as we have to practise our faith and love, we also need to practise hope.  So many things in our life can sorley challenge us, cause us to lose heart and dent our hopefulness – a friend dying from cancer, a child killed in an accident, a failed business project, a broken relationship, a friend’s betrayal.
St Paul reminds us today that the Scriptures attest to God’s unfailing faithfulness and steadfast love.  So, when we look back with the eyes of faith on our own individual lives, despite the difficulties and sorrows encountered along the way, we can see God at work in our lives, accompanying us, holding us, leading us to new life, even when it didn’t seem to be so at the time.  Like the Holocaust victim, we too can say in the darkest of times: “I believe in the sun, even when it is not shining.  I believe in love, even when I can’t feel it.  I believe in God, even when he is silent.”
         


SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
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Come Lord Jesus Bring Peace To Each Family
“The Church, a sure teacher and caring mother, recognizes that the only marriage bond for those who are baptised is sacramental and any breach of it is against the will of God. At the same time, the Church is conscious of the weakness of many of her children who are struggling in their journey of faith. “Consequently, without detracting from the evangelical ideal, they need to accompany with mercy and patience the eventual stages of personal growth as these progressively occur. [...] A small step in the midst of great human limitations can be more pleasing to God than a life which outwardly appears in order and passes the day without confronting great difficulties. Everyone needs to be touched by the comfort and attraction of God’s saving love, which is mysteriously at work in each person, above and beyond their faults and failings” (Evangelii Gaudium, 44).  … Looking to Christ, whose light illumines every person (cf. Jn 1:9; Gaudium et Spes, 22), the Church turns with love to those who participate in her life in an incomplete manner, recognizing that the grace of God works also in their lives by giving them the courage to do good, to care for one another in love and to be of service to the community in which they live and work.” (From the 2014 Synod’s final Document Paragraphs 24 & 25)
FUNERAL NOTICE

The  Rosary for Basilio Cristofoli will be recited on Monday 8 December at 10.30 followed by Funeral Mass at 11.00am                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
FESTA DELL’IMMACOLATA CONCEZIONE 

Siete cordialmente invitati nella casa di Antonietta e Remo Filippone, 8 Morris Street, Reservoir. Lunedi  8 Dicembre, per la celebrazione dell’Immacolata Concezione con la recita del S. Rosario, Fiaccolata e S. Messa, alle ore 1.00pm.     Un caloroso benvenuto a tutti.

CONGRATULATIONS TO FR JOSEPH YU
With Prayers of thanksgiving we congratulate Fr Joseph Yu, the founding Parish Priest of our St Joseph the Worker Parish, North Reservoir, for his 60th anniversary of Priesthood, his “Diamond Jubilee”, with more than half of those years (32 years) being our Parish Priest.  Fr Yu was born in China, the youngest in a family of five children.   After he had completed his minor studies under the Columban Fathers’ Mission in China, Fr Yu went to Rome to study for the priesthood.   He was ordained priest in Rome, on the 7th of December, 1954.  In 1955 came to Australia and was assigned as Chinese chaplain, and assistant priest, 7 years in East Kew, 6 years in Ascot Vale and 18 months in Brunswick North.  In February 1970 Fr Yu became the first Parish Priest of the new found parish St Joseph the Worker, North Reservoir and served here for 32 years.  We thank him for 60 years of priesthood serving the people of God in Melbourne particularly in our Parish. We wish him every blessing and many more years.  Ad Multos Annos. 
CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE

Please take a star from the Christmas Giving Tree and bring a gift to those in need and place it near the tree.

COLUMBAN CALENDARS
The 2015 Columban Calendar is NOW available at the Piety Stall for only $9.00.  By buying one of these calendars you will be helping our missionaries at the same time.  This calendar also makes an excellent gift for family or friends.

CALENDARI ITALIANI 2015 IN VENDITA

In vendita Calendari Italiani 2015 prezzo, $9.00.   Puo’ essere un regalo per Natale.
FEAST

Saturday 13 December – St Lucy

	CHRISTMAS TIME TABLE

SATURDAY  13th  DECEMBER - 2014

Working Bee 8.00am – 12.30pm.  Lunch will be provided.  Please come along and help us do some cleaning in and around the Church to prepare for Christmas.

THURSDAY 18th  DECEMBER - 2014

7.30pm. General Penitential Reconciliation Ceremony

WEDNESDAY  24th  DECEMBER  - 2014  CHRISTMAS EVE

6.30pm. Individual Confessions

7.00pm. Christmas Eve Family Mass

11.30pm Carols singing followed by the Midnight Mass.

THURSDAY  25th  DECEMBER – 2014  CHRISTMAS DAY

9.00am Mass in Italian

10.30am Mass in English

FRIDAY 26th  DECEMBER  2014  - BOXING DAY

There will not be any mass in the morning.  The church will remain closed.

SUNDAY 28th  DECEMBER 2014  -  FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY

Mass times as normal weekend: 

Saturday 6.00pm, Sunday 9.00am (Italian), 10.30am (English).

THURSDAY 1st  JANUARY 2015  NEW YEAR’S DAY

Mass times: 10.00am in Italian, 11.00am in English.

Special times for Individual Confessions during the week before Christmas

(Orario speciale per le Confessioni  individuali durante la settiman prima del Natale)

Friday (Venerdi’)               19.12.2014, 9.30am

Saturday (Sabato)              22.12.2014, 10.30am

Tuesday (Martedi’)            23.12.2014, 9.30am

Wednesday (Mercoledi’)   24.12.2014, 9.30am & 6.30pm




NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER 
The Australian Catholic Bishops invites all people for a national day of prayer and support for the Christian faithful and other minorities who have and continue to suffer persecution, exile from their land and unspeakable atrocities. 

“’Console my people, console them’ says your God.” (Is.40:1 this Sunday’s 1st Reading). We continue to hold before God the lives of those beset by violence and to pray for a conversion of heart for those who inflict suffering upon the innocent: Almighty God and Creator, You are the Father of all people on the earth. We beseech you to guide all the nations and their leaders in the ways of justice and peace.
