
.As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land

FIRST READING    Isaiah 61:1-2,10-11
I exult for joy in the Lord.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	My soul rejoices in my God.

	La mia anima esulta nel mio Dio.



SECOND READING     1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
May you all be kept blameless, spirit, soul and body, for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; he sent me to bring Good News to the poor.  Alleluia!

	Alleluia, alleluia!
Lo spirito del Signore Dio e’ sopra di me, mi ha mandato a portare ai poveri il lieto annuncio.  Alleluia!


GOSPEL John 1:6-8, 19-28
There stands among you, unknown to you, the one who is coming after me.
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
1st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$703.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$313.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$359.00
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS

LECTORS - THIS WEEK   14/12/2014
SPECIAL MINISTERS

6.00pm (SAT) –  E Krygger & G Canavan
S Dakin & M Mizzi
9.00am (SUN) – 
 L Catena & R Mercuri
L Calafiore, T Mirigliano & R De Zan
10.30am (SUN) – J Kearney & E Bartlett
J Iaria, L De Marco & S Rottura
LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  21/12/2014
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
6.00pm (SAT)  -E Saliba & N Ziino
J Pullicino & R Iuele
9.00am (SUN) –  M Crupi & G Tempone 
A Sonza, G Barbaro & M Piscioneri
10.30am (SUN) – C Antonio & J Akinido              
J Kearney, P Nguyen & S Miano
MONEY COUNTERS       15 /12/2014           A Sinopoli, F Nardozza, I Manini & R Comito
                                              22/12/2014            E Claridge, F Carabott & G Canavan

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING 
RECENTLY DECEASED  
Michelina BERTI, Stella YOUNG, Mario TEMPONE, Rachela VILLANI
ANNIVERSARIES 
Nicola CORDIANO Josephine GRECH, Charlie GRECH, Narelle GRECH, Maria ANANIA, 

Maria MERCURI,Giuseppe & Raffaele ANANIA, Francesco & Maria BUTERA, , 

Lorenzo & Rachele PACELLA, Giovanni PACELLA, Pasquale & Laura MARIANI
Giovanni SCIOLA, Donata, Ottavio & Lucia GUINTILI, Famiglia CALIGIURI, Famiglia LUNA 
Elizabeth PHAM
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                   79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                 Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832    Mb: 0431 643 674 
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                       www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
   SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest
  WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:
    Sat  6.00pm - English
            Sr Estelita Manabo-Pastoral Associate
  Mon.  9.10am Comm. Service 
    Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
             Mr Peter Chowne -School Principal
  Tue. 10.00am Italian
    Sun. 10.30am – English
              Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
  Wed. 9.10am - English

        
  Thur. 9.10am - English
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    Maltese Mass  
  
  Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

    1st Saturday of the Month 6.00pm
  Sat. 8.30am - English
  Sat. 8.30am-English

    Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
  Reconciliation: Sat. 10.30am
    Marriages - By Appointment
                                                                                                                      
   3rd Sunday of Advent   Year B                                                                   14 December 2014                                                             
	The Lord is Near
“Rejoice in the Lord always; again, I say rejoice.  The Lord is near.”  These words introduce the mass on the third Sunday of Advent, Guadete Sunday (gaudete means “rejoice” in Latin).  On this Sunday, we rejoice in knowing that at Christmas God comes near to us in Jesus.  St John the Baptist announces the meaning of this arrival.  Last of the great prophets, he prepares the way for Jesus with his baptism of water, a sign that God will soon reconcile the world.  He calls in the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, and makes his prayer and fasting in testimony to the light on the horizon.  In Jesus we find the great joy of our heart’s deepest desire, and in St. John we discover genuine humility and faithfulness.  He points us to the light.  He announces what God does for us in another.
The Church has long honoured the importance of St John the Baptist.  In fact, we commemorate his death as his birth with feast days.  But we miss St John’s significance for us if we focus only on his relationship with Jesus and not ours with him as well.  He models for us the beauty of seeing and witnessing to the light.  His humility does not depend on his status or relationship with others; it stems from his steady awareness of God, his maker, in all things.  Sometimes we need reminders of God’s transformative reality in our lives and the encouragement to prepare ourselves well for recognising God’s presence.

Such reminders often happen naturally when we prepare for the birth of a child.  A pregnancy can bring great joy as well as deep longing and expectation.  The parents fall in love with the child well before the day of arrival.  Their lives change because of their love.  They make space for someone new in their home; they start to plan differently for the future; they celebrate the advent of a new horizon in the wider circles of their families and friends.  The birth brings profound meaning to the lives of many people well before it happens.
When I told my mother-in-law that I could hardly believe how much I loved the child in my wife’s pregnant body, she told me that I could now understand how much my parents loved me.  Most of us are loved by someone in this unbelievably powerful way.  All of us are loved by someone who keeps us very close and wants us to say “Our Father”.  Advent allows us to see one another in this way of being loved.  The passers-by on the street, the neighbors next door, the colleagues at work – they are all children of God and powerfully loved.  And when we see them in this way we recognise a deep reality of who they truly are.  

St John the Baptist calls us to rejoice for what God does for us in Jesus.  He calls us to prepare ourselves for recognising God’s presence and for living in a world of people who are unfathomably loved. 
         


	THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
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Come Lord Jesus Bring Peace To Each Family

Accompanying the Married Couple in the Initial Years of Marriage

The initial years of marriage are a vital and sensitive period during which couples become more aware of the challenges and meaning of married life. Consequently, pastoral accompaniment needs to go beyond the actual celebration of the Sacrament (Familiaris Consortio, Part III). In this regard, experienced couples are of great importance in any pastoral activity. The parish is the ideal place for these experienced couples to be of service to younger couples, with the possible cooperation of associations, ecclesial movements and new communities. Married couples need encouragement in a basic openness to the great gift of children and the importance of family spirituality, prayer and participation in the Sunday Eucharist needs emphasis so couples might be encouraged to meet regularly to promote growth in their spiritual life and solidarity in the concrete demands of life. Meaningful liturgies, devotional practices and the Eucharist celebrated for families, especially on the wedding anniversary, were mentioned as vital factors in fostering evangelization through the family. 
(From the 2014 Synod’s final Document, Paragraph 40)



 

CUPPA
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There will be a Cuppa in the Narthex after the 10.30am Mass next weekend 21 December.  It will be the last for the year.  All Welcome!

COMITATO ITALIANO

Martedi prossimo 16 Dicembre chiusura dell’ attivita del comitato Italiano.  Con una Santa Messa di ringraziamento ora 10.00am e poi l’arrivo di Babbo Natale e la Befana per portare gli auguri del Santo Natale.  Tutti Benvenuti!  Portati i nipotini.

GRUPPO CARISMATICO

Venerdi 12  Dicembre chiusura dell’ attivita del Gruppo Carismatico.  Il gruppo inizia i nuovi incontri in Febbraio 2015.
MEMORIAL MASS

Sunday 14 December 5.30pm – Mario Tempone (d. Rec. Italy)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
FUNERAL
Rosary for Rachela Villani will be recited on Wednesday 17 December at 10.30am followed by Funeral Mass.

COLUMBAN CALENDARS
The 2015 Columban Calendar is NOW available at the Piety Stall for only $9.00.  By buying one of these calendars you will be helping our missionaries at the same time.  This calendar also makes an excellent gift for family or friends.

CALENDARI ITALIANI 2015 IN VENDITA

In vendita Calendari Italiani 2015 prezzo, $9.00.   Puo’ essere un regalo per Natale.
	CHRISTMAS TIME TABLE

THURSDAY 18th  DECEMBER - 2014

7.30pm. General Penitential Reconciliation Ceremony

WEDNESDAY  24th  DECEMBER  - 2014  CHRISTMAS EVE

6.30pm. Individual Confessions

7.00pm. Christmas Eve Family Mass

11.30pm Carols singing followed by the Midnight Mass.

THURSDAY  25th  DECEMBER – 2014  CHRISTMAS DAY

9.00am Mass in Italian

10.30am Mass in English

FRIDAY 26th  DECEMBER  2014  - BOXING DAY

There will not be any mass in the morning.  The church will remain closed.

SUNDAY 28th  DECEMBER 2014  -  FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY

Mass times as normal weekend: 

Saturday 6.00pm, Sunday 9.00am (Italian), 10.30am (English).

THURSDAY 1st  JANUARY 2015  NEW YEAR’S DAY

Mass times: 10.00am in Italian, 11.00am in English.

Special times for Individual Confessions during the week before Christmas

(Orario speciale per le Confessioni  individuali durante la settiman prima del Natale)

Friday (Venerdi’)               19.12.2014, 9.30am

Saturday (Sabato)              20.12.2014, 10.30am

Tuesday (Martedi’)            23.12.2014, 9.30am

Wednesday (Mercoledi’)   24.12.2014, 9.30am & 6.30pm




MONDAYS COMMUNION SERVICE
From Monday 22nd December 2014 to Monday 19th January 2015 there will not be any Mondays Communion Services (church will remain closed on these Mondays).   Monday 26th January 2015 Mass for Australia Day will be celebrated at 9.10am and Monday 2nd February 2015 feast of the Lord’s Presentation, Mass will be celebrated at 9.10am. Mondays Communion Services for the year 2015 will start back on Monday 9th February 2015. Thanks to the Ministers of Communion Services for their great help during the year. Well done. 
CHRISTMAS GIVING TREE

Please take a star from the Christmas Giving Tree and bring a gift to those in need and place it near the tree.

