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As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING  Samuel      7:1-5, 8-12, 14, 16
The kingdom of David will be established for ever in the sight of the Lord.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.

	Cantero’ per sempre l’amore del Signore.                                                                                                                


	
	


SECOND READING    Romans     16:25-27
The mystery kept secret for endless age is now revealed..

.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Alleluia, alleluia!
I am the servant of the Lord: may his will for me be done.   Alleluia!


	Alleluia, alleluia.  

Ecco la serva del Signore: avvenga per me secondo la tua parola.  Alleluia.
  


GOSPEL  Luke  1:26-38
You will conceive and bear a son.  
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$542.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$248.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$282.00
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS
LECTORS - THIS WEEK   24/12/2023
SPECIAL MINISTERS


5.30pm (SAT) – E Krygger
T Nguyen & B Nadenbousch
9.00am (SUN) –  G Calvi & L Calafiore
M Piscioneri, R Pino & R Alberti
10.30am (SUN) – L Conte
D  Nguyen & J Iaria 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  31/12/2023
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
5.30pm- D Pullicino
N Ziino & E Saliba
9.00am- C Agostinelli & F Multari
D Biasibetti, G Calvi & P Leggiero
10.30am- R Covello
L De Marco & M Mizzi
YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               RECENTLY DECEASED   
Maria CARFI, 

 
ANNIVERSARIES & SPECIAL MEMORIES  Celestino DI BATTISTA, Nadia DI BATTISTA,
Josephine CORDINA, Carmelo & Rosa VELLA, Rosina, Peppi, Joseph, Karistu & Ganni SULTANA
Rita AGIUS, Margerita & Joseph  ATTARD, Joseph, Sunta & Frans REFALO, 
Kelina, Karmnu & Kristina SULTANA, Yolanda CIMAROSTI, Rosario GALATI, 

Famiglia ALBERTI, Famiglia RISOLI, Eva-Maria & Primo ESPOSITO, 

Pasquale & Michael BUTERA, Frank, Bartolo & Giuseppina RANDO, 

Bartolomeo & Giovanna LA GRECA,
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: reservoirnorth@cam.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
     SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest             WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                               Mb: 0431 643 674
      Sat  5.30pm - English
                 Mrs Maria Barnes – School Principal
 
      Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
                     Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
            Tue. 10.00am Italian
      Sun. 10.30am – English
             
           Wed. 9.10am - English
 
        
            Thur. 9.10am - English
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       Maltese Mass  
  
           Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

       1st Saturday of the Month 5.30pm

  Sat. 8.30am-English

       Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
       Reconciliation:  
       Marriages – by Appointment                                                                                   (Individual  Confessions)                                              


                                                                                            Sat. 5.00pm  or by Appointment   
 4th  Sunday of Advent     Year  B                                                              24   December,   2023                                                                                                                           
	ARCHBISHOP COMENSOLI’S 2023 CHRISTMAS MESSAGE
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In his Christmas message for 2023, Archbishop Peter A Comensoli reflects on the beautiful words of the prophet Isaiah, who speaks of ‘the feet of the messenger who announces peace, who brings good news, who announces salvation’.

Transcript:

“Dear friends, we hear these words from the ancient prophet Isaiah (52:7): How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces peace,who brings good news, who announces salvation …
These are beautiful words—old words, first spoken in old days, yet so sorely needed in our day! Amid this time of conflict, suffering and exile, Isaiah speaks to us words of peace and the good news about the Prince of Peace. Our hearts ache for reconciliation of peoples; respect for our shared humanity; care for our crying planet. Our world and its people seem to be groaning and railing against pathways to true peace. Yet we experience the hope of God through simple words of joy, mercy and peace. The shepherds experienced this. So did the Magi. Mary and Joseph knew it intimately. God knew we needed his Son to come amongst us, to show us the way ahead. As we come to celebrate the Nativity of the Lord this year, might we be attentive to the broken people across the world who are held captive by the tragedy of war and old hatreds. Might we also remember those exiled in other ways—bereft of knowing God; lost and searching for identity and purpose. We too can be the messengers whose footfalls bring light into the world, announcing mercy, bringing joy, offering Good News. God has come among us, simply, humbly and hopefully in a little child, his Son, our Brother. May the peace that comes through this child, the Prince of Peace, be with you this Christmas. And with every footstep, may you take His message, and life, out into the world.   

                                                           Happy Christmas to you all!”




	ADVENT/CHRISTMAS 2023
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On this year’s Fourth Sunday of Advent (Year B) the gospel gives us the event of the annunciation of the Birth of Jesus to Mary who then accepted to co-operate with God in bringing Salvation into the world. We welcome and accept God’s coming to us with the feast of Christmas. Like Mary, as a parish community we continue to co-operate with God in bringing the news of great joy to every person through our prayers, kindness and responsible Christian living. 
· Go with joy! We are ready to welcome God’s Most Precious One. 
· Go with joy! We are prepared to welcome the Prince of Peace. 
· Go with joy! We understand, that from darkness, light will shine forth. 
· Above all, go with love! We realise that God’s love in Christ, is for us and for
  all humankind. Amen. 
Advent is a call to welcome Jesus. As a parish community, as we welcome and accept God’s coming to us with the feast of Christmas, may we, like Mary and also like Joseph, continue to cooperate with God in bringing the news of great joy to every person through our prayers, kindness and responsible Christian living. May we continue to live out the values of patience, perseverance and hope. As we celebrate Christmas this week, let us be grateful to all our parishioners and friends who through their faith are doing their best to see goodness in our community. Thanks to so many people who help in the parish by being part of a group, and and being involved in the variety of ministries: Special Ministers of Communion in the Church, those who take Communion to the Sick and in Nursing Homes, those who prepare the liturgy, Data projector and the Music and Singing, Altar Servers and others who serve at the altar, Money Collectors, Counters, those who prepare the Church, setting up for mass and setting up with decorations for special occasions, those who look after the flowers, Those who look after the church by cleaning, opening and closing. Thanks to anyone else who has been involved in the parish ministry and activities during the year. Thank you to the Hall Co-Ordinator and those who regularly use the hall: Italian Pensioners, Acquaro Club, and Stella Maris Association. Thanks to the Parish Secretary and other helpers in the Presbytery. Thanks also to the St. Joseph the Worker School’s Principal, staff, teachers, parents, families and students. May we all: Parishioners and school community continue with dedication to live out well, our Parish Motto: “Let us work together”. - Best wishes and Christmas Blessings to everyone: Parishioners, School Community and friends.  - From the Parish Team: 
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         Fr Manny (Parish Priest), Maria (School Principal) and Liz (Parish Secretary). 
Happy Christmas and Happy New Year
                                       Buon Natale e Buon Anno Nuovo
                                                         Il-Milied it-Tajjeb u s-Sena t-Tajba



ADVENT GIVING TREE

During the Advent season, we invite parishioners to help people in need only by donating money in the box near the Crib and the Christmas Giving Tree.  Than you
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POPE’S MONTHLY PRAYER INTENTION FOR DECEMBER 2023

“FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES”
“Let us pray that people with disabilities may be at the centre of attention in society and that institutions offer inclusion programs that value and enhance their active participation.

	[image: image6.png]



    CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR’S TIME TABLE
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SUNDAY 24  DECEMBER – 2023  CHRISTMAS EVE

5.30pm Christmas Eve Family Mass

(After mass Father Christmas will be in the Narthex giving out bags of lollies to the Children)

11.30pm Carols singing followed by the Midnight Mass

MONDAY 25  DECEMBER – 2023  CHRISTMAS  DAY

9.00am Mass in Italian
10.30am Mass in English
TUESDAY  26  DECEMBER  - 2023   BOXING DAY

10.00am Mass In Italian
WEEKEND SATURDAY  30  & SUNDAY 31  DECEMBER, 2023 

FEAST OF THE HOLY FAMILY    

Mass times as normal weekend: Saturday: 5.30pm, Sunday:  9.00am (Italian) 
10.30am (English)

MONDAY 1 JANUARY 2024: NEW YEAR’S DAY
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Mass times: 10.00am in Italian, 11.00am in English

TUESDAY 2 JANUARY 2024

10.00am Mass in Italian
WEEKEND OF SATURDAY 6  &  SUNDAY 7 JANUARY 2024:  
FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY.
Mass times as normal weekend: Saturday 5.30pm, Sunday 9.00am (Italian0 10.30am (English)        

	


HAND SANITISING FOR SAFETY PRACTICES
As in many other places for people to sanitise their hands, please know that “Hand Sanitiser Bottles”   a re available in the Church, at the entrance and side doors and at the seats on the way to receiving communion. When you go to receive communion, please sanitise your hands and receive communion Only on the Hand. Please feel free, if you wish to wear a mask. THANKS.

MASS ON C31 (d.44)

For those unable to attend church due to illness or other reasons there is an opportunity to follow the 11.00am Sunday Mass from St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Melbourne, which is broadcast live on the TV station C31 Melbourne, which is channel 44 on digital TV.

LAST BULLETIN OF 2023
This is the last Parish Bulletin for this year 2023. Next one will be on Sunday 4th February 2024.
CHRISTMAS OFFERING ENVELOPES

There are Christmas offering envelopes in the seats.   Please be generous to the parish during this Christmas season.  
The Parish of St Joseph the Worker, North Reservoir and the Diocese of Melbourne are committed to the care,    wellbeing and protection of children, young people and vulnerable people in our community.
