+  
As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING   Exodus     17:3-7
Give us water to drink.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.

	Ascoltate oggi la voce del Signore: non indurite il vostro cuore.        



SECOND READING    Romans  5:1-2,5-8
The love of God has been poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit which has been given to us. 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!
Lord, you are truly the Saviour of the world; give me living water, that I may never thirst again.  
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!

	Lode a te, o Cristo, re di eterna gloria!  

Signore, tu sei veramente il salvatore del mondo; dammi dell’acqua viva, perche’ io non abbia piu’ sete.
Lode a te, o Cristo, re di eterna gloria!
  


GOSPEL  John   4:5-42
The water that I shall give will turn into a spring of eternal life.       
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$488.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$299.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$257.00    
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS
LECTORS - THIS WEEK   12/03/2023
SPECIAL MINISTERS


5.30pm (SAT) – 
B Nadenbousch
T Nguyen & N Ziino
9.00am (SUN) –  R DiGuglielmo & R Pino
L Cavedon, A Sonza & N Mercuri
10.30am (SUN) – B Clark-Loh
D Nguyen & J Iaria
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  19/03/2023
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
5.30pm- E Krygger 
M Mizzi & D Nguyen
9.00am- L Calafiore & P Sparano
M Forte, T Forte & R Alberti
10.30am- H J Lopez
S Dakin & V De Leo

    



                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            RECENTLY DECEASED  
Rena APAP, Sue BUTTIGIEG
ANNIVERSARIES & SPECIAL MEMORIES  
Fr Joseph YU, Giuseppe CALOGERO, Harold KENNAN, Aileen DEBONO, Dolores TALIANA, Pietro RIPOLI,Giuseppe ANNETTA, Boutros FRANCIS, Teresa FRANCIS
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
   SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest            WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                          Mb: 0431 643 674
    Sat  5.30pm - English
              Mrs Maria Barnes – School Principal
 
    Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
              Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
  Tue. 10.00am Italian
    Sun. 10.30am – English
             
  Wed. 9.10am - English

        
  Thur. 9.10am - English
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    Maltese Mass  
  
  Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

    1st Saturday of the Month 5.30pm
  
  Sat. 8.30am-English

    Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
 Reconciliation:  
    Marriages – by Appointment                                                                                (Individual  Confessions)                                              


                                                                                       Sat. 5.00pm  or by Appointment                            
   3rd Sunday of Lent  Year  A                                                                    12  March,   2023                                                                                                                          
	Finding god amongst the outcasts
Over the next couple of weeks, we move from the Gospel of Matthew to the Fourth Gospel. Often described as the “spiritual gospel,” this gospel presents Jesus’ teachings in the form of long theologically-charged speeches or his many-levelled interactions with various characters representing key groups within first-century Roman Palestine. 

Today’s gospel is no exception. The dialogue between Jesus and a woman from Samaria in this passage is among the most historically interesting and the most theologically profound in the New Testament. To astute readers of the gospels, this story comes as a surprise. One would not expect the Jewish Jesus to be found in conversation with an unaccompanied woman in public; and, more significantly, a woman from neighbouring Samaria; a territory and people with whom the Jewish community had a hostile relationship. 

Samaritans shared with their Jewish neighbours a common ancestry and a common faith in God (YHWH). But they were considered ethnically and religiously tarnished because they had intermarried with foreigners and adopted aspects of pagan worship into their religious practice. 

The story reflects something of this history. It indicates the Samaritan woman had ‘many husbands’ prior to her present partner.  Typical of the Fourth Gospel, there are various levels of meaning here. On the one hand, the reference can be understood as an obvious allusion to the dubious ethnicity of the Samaritans. On the other hand, it may be meant literally, indicating that the woman’s irregular relationships had made her an outcast in her own community too.   Jesus breaks several social taboos in first speaking to the woman, and then sharing her drinking vessel. In the eyes of his fellow Jews, Jesus acted shamefully in speaking with the woman alone. And in drinking from the same cup he rendered himself ritually “unclean” – unfit to enter the precincts of the Temple and offer prayer to God. After the conversation, the Samaritan woman becomes a disciple, even though she is neither a Jew nor a “respectable” member of her community. She returns to her town and proclaims the gospel and succeeds in leading others to Jesus.  There are at least two lessons to be learned from this passage. First, there is nothing that we have done in our past or in our present situation that prevents us from finding God in our lives. Second, genuine Christian communities must be open and welcoming. Christianity is meant to be counter-cultural.  It cuts across all conventional boundaries that separate people, communities and nations from each other. But such boundaries do not separate us from God, who loves us and is open to giving us a second chance. There is nothing in our past that should prevent us from proclaiming the gospel, especially to those closest to us: our family, friends and neighbours. 

                                                                                                                                                            Ian J Elmer                                                                                                         
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Third Sunday of Lent
11 & 12  March
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Zimbabwe is experiencing an intense drought, exacerbated by climate change.  With the support o Caritas Hwange, Priscilla earnt conservation farming skills to grow drought-resistant crops and started poultry farming to support her family during the current food crisis.
Please donate to Project Compassion 2023

Together, we can help vulnerable communities face their challenges today and build a better tomorrow For All Future Generations.
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You can donate through Project Compassion donation boxes and envelopes available from your parish, by visiting caritas.org.au/project-compassion, or

by calling 1800 024 413.



THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT YEAR A    JESUS THE LIVING WATER
“Anyone who drinks the water that I shall give will never be thirsty again” The conversation of Jesus with the Samaritan woman at the Well brought her to finally accepting that Jesus himself is the wellspring of eternal life. This conversation that prompts the Samaritan woman’s belief in Jesus reminds us that coming to faith is always a dynamic process – questions lead to further questions as Jesus’ identity is gradually revealed and acknowledged. We need to give room to questions, doubts and further exploration. Where we start is not nearly important as where we finish. Like the Samaritan Woman and the villagers of Sychar, we must not only come to faith but share it with others.
VIA CRUCIS – STATIONS OF THE CROSS PRAYERS
Every Friday during Lent  there will be Stations of the Cross Prayers, (English and Italian) after the morning mass.
	MISSION: CHANGE THEIR LIVES ... AND YOURS. 
Communities in Africa, Asia or the Pacific are seeking Australians from a variety of professions and trades to share their skills with those who have less opportunity to develop their talents. You will re-ignite your professional passion as you share skills with colleagues abroad; · You will strengthen individuals and organisational processes and procedures so that generations of people will have opportunities for growth long after you return home. · You will Learn. It is a life changing opportunity to work with and live amongst some of the most appreciative and resilient people you will ever meet.  You will be Supported. Since 1961, Palms Australia has supported qualified and experienced Catholics motivated to undertake this Mission. Please enquire further about potential assignments for you or someone you know: RING: 02 9560 533 or 0422 472 567. WEB: www.palms.org.au. On our website you can also see news including stories from those currently supported in Timor-Leste, Samoa, American Samoa and Thailand. 
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FROM THE POPE’S TWITTER

· The path of poverty and self-denial (fasting), concern and acts of love for wounded humanity (almsgiving), and familiar dialogue with the Father (prayer) make it possible for us to incarnate a sincere faith, a living hope, and active charity.  
· Our whole life of faith is a shared experience, for we follow Jesus together.  Out Lenten Journey is “synodal”, since we travel together along the same path, as disciples of the one Master.
· Let us pray together for those who have suffered because of the wrongs done to them by members of the Church.  May they find within the Church herselft a concrete response to their pain an suffering.
MASS ON C31 (d.44)  
For those unable to attend church due to illness or other reasons there is an opportunity to follow the 11.00am Sunday Mass from St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Melbourne, which is broadcast live on the TV station C31 Melbourne, which is channel 44 on digital TV.




COVID SAFE PRACTICES

· As we come in Church, we are asked to be aware of some good practice against the 
                transmission of the Corona-virus. 
· Please sanitise your hands as you enter the church and on the way before receiving Communion as well as on the way out of the Church. Hand Sanitiser Bottles are available at the entrances of the Church and at a seat as you walk to receive communion.  Please receive Communion only on the Hand.
· Masks are not compulsory but recommended. You may wish to wear it or not. Ministers of Communion should wear a mask while distributing communion. 
· THANKS to all those who have been and continue to be of great help to keep following well the required measures of Covid-19. 
CONTINUING APPEAL: 

CARITAS AUSTRALIA – UKRAINE EMERGENCY APPEAL
Online: https://www.caritas.org.au/donate/emergency-appeals/ukraine/  Phone: 1800 024 413
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FOR A SYNODAL CHURCH: COMMUNION, PARTICIPATION AND MISSION 
PRAYER FOR THE SYNOD: Adsumus Sancte Spiritus
We stand before You, Holy Spirit, as we gather together in Your name. With You alone to guide us, make Yourself at home in our hearts; Teach us the way we must go and how we are to pursue it. We are weak and sinful; do not let us promote disorder. Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path nor partiality influence our actions. Let us find in You our unity so that we may journey together to eternal life and not stray from the way of truth and what is right. All this we ask of You, who are at work in every place and time, in the communion of the Father and the Son, forever and ever. Amen. For general information visit: www.synod.va
	The Parish of St Joseph the Worker, North Reservoir and the Diocese of Melbourne are committed to the care, wellbeing and protection of children, young people and vulnerable people in our communit


