As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING  Exodus  17:3-7
Give us water to drink.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	If today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts.

	Ascoltate oggi la voce del Signore: non indurite il vostro cuore.



SECOND READING     Romans 5:1-2, 5-8
The love of God has been poured into our hearts by the Holy Spirit which has been given to us.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!
Lord, you are truly the Saviour of the world;
give me living water, that I may never thirst again. 

Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!

	Lode a te, o Cristo, re di eterna gloria’!  
Signore, tu sei veramente il salvatore del mondo; dammi dell’acqua viva, perche’ io non abbia piu’ sete.    
Lode a te, o Cristo, re di eterna gloria!


GOSPEL  John 4:5-42
The water that I shall give will turn into a spring of eternal life.                       
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
1st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$674.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$277.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$290.00
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS

LECTORS - THIS WEEK   19/03/2017
SPECIAL MINISTERS

6.00pm (SAT) – 
D Pullicino & B Nadenbousch
N Ziino & T Nguyen
9.00am (SUN) –  M Crupi & L Calafiore
O Strangis, M Crupi, A DiRico & T Forte
10.30am (SUN) – J Iaria & G Canavan
A & R Gatto, AFilippone, C McMahon 
                                                                                                S Rottura

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  26/03/2017
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
6.00pm (SAT)  
N Ziino & Sr T Fitzsimmons
M Mizzi & E Krygger
9.00am (SUN) –  G Tempone & F Multari

M Piscioneri, R Mercuri, M Forte & G Tempone
10.30am (SUN) – L Conte & A Valentini
T & T Nguyen, E Bartlett, L De Marco
                                                                                                J Mengolian                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

                                                                                                                                      MONEY COUNTERS       20/03/2017            A Sinopoli, F Nardozza, I Manini & R Comito
                                               27/03/2017           E Claridge, F Carabott & G Canavan
YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    RECENTLY DECEASED    
Salvatore MIDIRI (d. Rec. Italy)
ANNIVERSARIES    Fr. Victor BONELLO OFMConv
Vincenzo, Domenica & Rocco LIUZZI, Luciano GRANIERI, Teresa RISOLI, Rocco GIOFFRE, 
Guido TRAPANI, Vincenza & Michele PINNUTO, Giuseppe FATO, Antonio ANANIA, 
Gina DI DONATO, Giuseppe FERRENTINO, Carmine COSTANZO, Pasquale CIMINO, 
Carmela, Maria & Teresa BONACCI, Orsola & Annita PANE, Antonio PISCIONERI, 
Concetta, Francesco, Giuseppe & Kathy PAPALIA, Grazia GAETANO, Giuseppe BENINATI
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
   SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest            WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                          Mb: 0431 643 674
    Sat  6.00pm - English
            Sr Estelita Manabo-Pastoral Associate
  Mon.  9.10am Comm. Service 
    Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
              Mrs  Maria Barnes  -School Principal
  Tue. 10.00am Italian
    Sun. 10.30am – English
              Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
  Wed. 9.10am - English

        
  Thur. 9.10am - English
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    Maltese Mass  
  
  Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

    1st Saturday of the Month 6.00pm
  Sat. 8.30am - English
  Sat. 8.30am-English

    Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
  Reconciliation: Sat. 10.30am
    Marriages - By Appointment
                                                                                                                      
   3rd   Sunday of  Lent, Year  A                                                                  19  March   2017                                                      
	Breaking taboos
Over the next couple of weeks, we move from the Gospel of Matthew to the fourth Gospel.  Often described as the “spiritual gospel.” the Fourth Gospel presents Jesus’ teaching in the form of long theologically-charged speeches or his many-levelled interactions with various characters representing key groups within first-century Roman Palestine.
Today’s gospel is no exception.  The dialogue between Jesus and a woman from Samaria in this passage is among the most theologically profound in the New Testament.  To astute readers of the gospels, this story comes as a surprise.  One would not expect the Jewish Jesus to be found in conversation with an unaccompanied woman in public; and, more significantly, a woman from neighbouring Samaria; a territory and people with whom the Jewish community had a hostile relationship. Samaritans shared with their Jewish neighbours a common ancestry and a common faith in God (YHWH).  But they were considered ethnically and religiously tarnished because they had intermarried with foreigners and adopted aspects of pagan worship into their religious practice.  The story reflects something of this history.  It indicates the Samaritan woman had ‘many husbands’ prior to her present partner. Typical of the Fourth Gospel, there are various level of meaning here.  On the one hand, the reference can be understood as an obvious allusion to the dubious ethnicity of the Samaritans.  On the other hand, it may be meant literally, indicating that the woman’s irregular relationships had made her an outcast in her own community too.  Jesus breaks several social taboos in first speaking to the woman, and then sharing her drinking vessel.  In the eyes of his fellow Jews, Jesus acted shamefully in speaking with the woman alone.  And in drinking from the same cup he rendered himself ritually “unclean” – unfit to enter the precincts of the Temple and offer prayer to God.  After the conversation, the Samaritan woman becomes a disciple, even though she is neither a Jew nor a “respectable” member of her community.  Nevertheless, she returns to her town.  There, she proclaims the gospel and succeeds in leading others to Jesus.
There are at least two lessons to be learned from this passage.  First, there is nothing that we have done in our past or in our present situation that prevents us from finding God in our lives.  Second, genuine Christian communities must be open and welcoming.  

Christianity is meant to be counter-cultural.  It cuts across all conventional boundaries that separate people, communities and nations from each other.  But such boundaries do not separate us from God, who loves us all unconditionally and is open to give us a second chance.  More importantly, there is nothing in our past that should prevent us from proclaiming the gospel, especially to those closest to us: our family, friends and neighbours.
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PROJECT COMPASSION 2017
Like many First Australians, Uncle Richard was torn from his family and culture as a child.  Forced to grow up in the State-run Kinchela Boys Home (KBH), he suffered violence and pain that haunted his adult years.  Now, through Kinchela Boys Home Aboriginal Corporation, a Caritas Australia partner, he is reconnecting with former KBH boys in a program that restores their wellbeing and helps their families.
Please donate to Project Compassion 2017 and help members of the Stolen Generations support each other on the journey to wellbeing.  

Please pick up a project compassion box available in the Narthex and near the Church side Door.   Thank you. 


MEMORIAL MASSES
Sunday 19 March 4.30pm – Giuseppe Beninati (40 days)

Thursday 23 March 7.00pm – Grazia Gaetano (1 yr)

Friday 24 March 7.30pm – Salvatore Midiri (d.Rec. Italy)
STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Every Friday evening during Lent at 7.00pm in the Church both in English and Italian.
DOMESTIC AND FAMILY VIOLENCE
Recently the bishop of Victoria presented a statement committing to prevention and response on Domestic Violence. “Domestic violence is a crisis in Australia” the bishops said, “each week a woman dies at the hands of her partner or ex-partner. It is estimated that one in four children experience the fear and distress of witnessing their mother being abused. In addition to this physical violence, domestic violence can also be emotional, financial or spiritual”. The Bishops also spoke about Jesus who “always protected the oppressed and exposed evil. He always respected the human dignity of women, consistently challenging cultural attitudes of oppression and exclusion. We see him breaking social taboos that exclude people, and expanding the boundaries of human love, acceptance and friendship. Jesus challenges us to act in favor of the victims and work against anything that would prevent individuals from ‘living life to the full’”
For advice or support in relation to family violence call 1800 RESPECT (1800737732)
If you or someone else are in immediate danger, contact 000.
“…we must always say ‘NO’ to violence in home” (Pope Francis)
WESTERN SPIRITUALITY IN THE PUB/CLUB 
Tuesday 21 March, 7.30pm  Club Italia, Furlong Road, St Albans
The topic for this month’s Western Spirituality in the Pub/Club will explore Pope Francis’ words, ‘Women are more important than bishops or priests’. Speakers Marie van der Weert and Anne Dowling will discuss ‘History of women in society and in the Church, post Vatican II’. Those attending may wish to dine at Club Italia first, which they can do from 6pm. Club Italia is next door to Sunshine Hospital.
Dinner bookings: Club Italia on 9367 4187  
Details: Anne Dowling on Deanery.westernhighway@cam.org.au 

	FROM THE POPE’S TWITTER
· Lent is the favourable season for renewing our encounter with Christ, living in his word, in the sacraments and in our neighbour.
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The word of God helps us to open our eyes to welcome and love life, especially when it is weak and vulnerable

· May the Holy Spirit lead us on a true journey of conversion, so that we can rediscover the gift of God’s word.

· Let us pray for one another so that we may open our doors to the weak and poor. 



FEAST

Monday 20 March – St Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary.
87th ANNUAL MISSION CONCERT
The Missionary Sisters of St Peter Claver are celebrating the 87th annual Mission Concert on Sunday 26 March 2017 at 2.00pm in the St Peter Claver Hall – 154 Cotham Road Kew. Among singers, choir, and entertainers are: Fijian Community Choir; Patti Newton, Vincent O’Connor, Brigid DeNeefe, Jonathan Harvey, Mary Buckley and Ron Lees. Admission is Free. A collection for the missions will be taken during the concert.
2017 WALK WITH MARY
Sunday 26 March, 2.00pm St Patrick’s Cathedral, 1 Cathedral Place, East Melbourne
This year’s Walk with Mary will process through the streets of Melbourne from St Pat’s to St Paul’s Anglican Cathedral. It will begin with prayers at St Patrick’s at 2.00pm, followed by Mass at 3.00pm celebrated by Bishop Peter Elliott, before the 4:15pm procession to St Paul’s in time for Evensong. All welcome to walk in honour of Our Lady, in this event organised by the Combined Societies of Mary.  Details: Joy Hunt on 9509 2207
PROGETTO CORELLI: BLUE IN RED
Saturday 1 April, 4.00pm  - St Brigid’s Church, 378 Nicholson Street, Fitzroy North
Progetto Corelli presents the first concert of its 2017 performance season. ‘Blue in Red’ is a dedicated showcase of French and Italian colours of the High Baroque under the beautiful arches of St Brigid's Church.  Join us for this concert of music by Vivaldi, Dornel, Pignolet de Montéclair, Corelli, Telemann and de Boismortier, with violin, recorder, flute, cello and harpsichord.  Cost: Donation

MERCY IN THE CITY 2017
Saturday 25 March, 7.00pm, Sts Peter and Paul’s, Corner Dorcas and Montague Streets, South Melbourne
The Year of Mercy may be over, but God’s mercy is unending! Join the Capuchins in South Melbourne for Mercy in the City 2017, a night of adoration, prayer, music, food and festivities. This will be an unmissable night celebrating the faith shared by young people from all across Melbourne, as together everyone draws nearer to the heart of Christ in the middle of the Lenten season. The night will include a special time of Eucharistic adoration, confession, plus an evening festival complete with fairy lights, food trucks, and live music showcasing local talent. Adoration will continue through the night.
Cost: Free.  Food  available for purchase.   Donations welcome.
