As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING  Genesis    15:5-12, 17-18
God made a covenant with Abraham, his faithful servant.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	The Lord is my light and my salvation.

	Il Signore e’ mia luce e mia salvezza.



SECOND READING     Philippians   3:17-4:1
Christ will transfigure these bodies of ours into copies of his glorious body.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!
From the shining cloud the Father’s voice is heard: 
this is my beloved Son, hear him.

Glory and praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ!


	Lode e onore a te, Signore Gesu’!
Dalla nube luminosa, si udi la voce del Padre: Questi e’ il mio Figlio, l’amato: ascoltatelo.  
Lode e onore a te, Signore Gesu’!


GOSPEL  Luke   9:28-36
As Jesus prayed, the aspect of his face was changed, and his clothing became brilliant as lightning.                    
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
1st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$495.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$305.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$419.00
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS
LECTORS - THIS WEEK  10/03/2019
SPECIAL MINISTERS

6.00pm (SAT) – N Ziino & D Pullicino
P Nguyen & M Mizzi
9.00am (SUN) –  F Multari & C Brunetti
D Biasibetti, S Lobartolo, P Leggiero & L Calafiore
10.30am (SUN) – L Conte & R Covello
A & R Gatto, A Filippone & Rottura
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  17/03/2019
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
6.00pm (SAT)  E Krygger & G Canavan
T Nguyen & E Saliba
9.00am (SUN) – F Pascuzzi & P Sparano
T Mirigliano, L Catena, A Sonza & G Barbaro
10.30am (SUN) – Sr Estelita & B Clark-Loh
P & K Nguyen, V De Leo, & M Mizzi 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                            MONEY COUNTERS       18/03/2019      F Nardozza, I Manini, R Comito & G Li Rosi
                                               25/03/2018     E Claridge
YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            RECENTLY DECEASED  
Maria STELLA (d. Rec. Italia)
ANNIVERSARIES & SPECIAL MEMORIES  
Dolores TALIANA, Lucia BUFALINO, Frank ARMENIO,Luigi CAVEDON,Harold KENNAN, Giuseppe GERVASI, Maria Grazia MITIDIERI, Gaspare CATALANO, 
Giuseppe & Antonina CATALANO, Domenico & Domenica VARRENTI, Anna Domenica SCARINCI, Francesco ROTTURA, Rosa ROTTURA, Laura & Giuseppe D’AMARIO, 
Mariano & Vincenza CATENA, Rosaria & Felice PALAMARA, Giuseppe e Famiglia FATO
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: Parish@stjosephtheworker.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
   SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest            WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                          Mb: 0431 643 674
    Sat  6.00pm - English
            Sr Estelita Manabo-Pastoral Associate
  Mon.  9.10am Comm. Service 
    Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
              Mrs  Maria Barnes  -School Principal
  Tue. 10.00am Italian
    Sun. 10.30am – English
              Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
  Wed. 9.10am - English

        
  Thur. 9.10am - English
[image: image1.jpg]


    Maltese Mass  
  
  Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

    1st Saturday of the Month 6.00pm
  Sat. 8.30am - English
  Sat. 8.30am-English

    Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
  Reconciliation: Sat. 10.30am
    Marriages - By Appointment
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	Mountain top encounters
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Mountains play an important role in the Bible; often presented as sites of transcendent spiritual experiences and encounters with God.  Abraham shows his willingness to sacrifice Isaac and then encounters God on a mountain (Gen 22:1-14).  God appears to Moses and speaks from the burning bush on “Horeb, the mountain of God” (Ex 3:1-2); and he encounters Elijah on the same site (1 Kings 19:8-18).  Most impressive of all is the experience of the Israelites at Mount Sinai (Ex 19), in which Moses ascends in a cloud to meet God.  A similar story emerges from the Christian Scriptures, where Jesus often retreats to mountains to be alone (Jn 6:15), to pray (Mt 14:23; Lk 6:12) and to teach his listeners (Mt 5:1;Mk 3:13).  It was on a mountain that Jesus refuted Satan’s temptation (Mt 4:8; Lk 4:5).  And in today’s gospel, Jesus ascends a mountain, is transfigured and meets Moses and Elijah (Lk 9:28-36).
In Luke’s gospel, the story of the Transfiguration of Jesus signals the start of Jesus’ final journey from Galilee to his Passion in Jerusalem (Lk 9:51-19:44).  At the end of the journey, Jesus climbs the Mount of Olives and makes preparation for his triumphal entry into Jerusalem and his final clash with the authorities on the Temple mount.  What is interesting about this travel narrative in Luke is that it takes place in the “in between” times, wedged between Jesus’ ministry on the “holy mountains” of Galilee and Jerusalem.  Down on the plains and in the valleys, Jesus and his disciples are in unfamiliar territory.  They are separated from their synagogues in the Galilean hillsides and still distant from their national shrine on Mount Zion.  Along the way to Jerusalem, Jesus’ disciples are confronted by Samaritans and people who live on the margins of Jewish society, lepers, disabled beggars, tax collectors and Gentiles.  Jesus welcomes, teaches and heals all whom they encounter as they pass by.

Writing for his community, Luke distinguishes between mountain-top experiences where they may encounter the divine in prayer and worship (Lk 9:28), and the lived experience of faith amidst the diversity and vagaries of their wider human society.  The spiritual writer, Eugene Peterson, sees these passages in Luke as analogous to the life of the Christian “between Sundays”.  “Samaria,” Petersen writes “is the country between Galilee and Jerusalem in which we spend most of our time.”  It is a place where we need to talk a language that we wouldn’t use in church; but which, nevertheless, must be informed and inspired by our retreat to the mountain on Sundays.  This line of thought reminds us of Vatican II where the Sunday Eucharist is described as the source and summit of the Christian life.  This Lent, let us take time to reflect more deeply on our mountain top encounters with Jesus in the Eucharist; reflecting on how these experiences can continue to breathe new life into our encounters with the people who share our everyday lives in the “in between” times.
                                                                                                                                               Ian J Elmer


BAPTISMS
Congratulations to Ava Paladino child of Roberto and Lauren, Elara Caligiuri child of Adam and Rebecca, and Presley Caligiuri child of Maurizio and Jodie who will be baptised this weekend.  We welcome them into our parish community and assure the families of our prayerful best wishes on this happy occasion.

PARISH PASTORAL TEAM
The meeting of the Parish Pastoral Team for this week will be held on Wednesday 20 March 2019 at 7.30pm in the Presbytery.
RIFLESSIONE E PREGHIERA

Tutti i Martedi’ della Quaresima, avremo l’Adorazione Eucaristica in cappella alle ore 9.00am.  Seguiti dalla S. Messa alle ore 10.00am.  

VIA CRUCIS – STATIONS OF THE CROSS PRAYERS

Every Friday during Lent  there will be Stations of the Cross Prayers (English and Italian) at 7.00pm.

MEMORIAL MASSES
Monday 18 March 7.30pm – Giuseppe Gervasi (1 yr)

Wednesday 20 March 7.00pm – Maria Grazia Mitidieri (1 yr)
THE PASSION: AUDITIONS AND POSITIONS NOW OPEN
Sundays 10, 17 and 24 March, 7 April, 12–5pm - Performance Palm Sunday 14 April and Good Friday 19 April  - The Holy Cross Centre, 2017 Serpells Road, Templestowe
Recruiting for the twenty-third Annual Melbourne Passion Play is now under way. Here is your opportunity to be part of the re-enactment of the Ministry of Christ that has been enjoyed by thousands over the years. No acting experience is necessary. Men and women are urgently required to fill the various roles as: Roman soldiers, Pharisees, townspeople, Disciples. Crew members are also required to assist with costume, props and sound equipment. 
Enquiries: Director Robert Durai on 0422 130 014  Details: www.passionplay.info
FEAST OF “JESUS THE REDEEMER”
The Maltese Association Hobson’s Bay Inc. are organising Malta’s Oldest Devotional Feast of “Jesus the Redeemer”. This will take place on Sunday 31st March 2019 at Saint Mary Star of the Sea Church, 33 Howard St. West Melbourne, 3.00pm Prayers and Rosary and 3.30pm Solemn Mass celebrated by Rev. Fr. Frank Buhagiar P.E. assisted by other priests. After mass there will be the Benediction with the blessed Sacrament. The celebration will conclude with the street procession with the Statue of The Redeemer. Philipino Choir will provide hyms. Everyone Welcome. Assciations/Clubs are invited with their Banners. For more information ring Joe 0400357001

MARY MACKILLOP HERITAGE CENTRE: WEEKEND OPEN DAY
Saturday 16 March, 10am–4pm  - Mary MacKillop Heritage Centre, 362 Albert Street, East Melbourne
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The Mary MacKillop Heritage Centre invites parishioners, families and friends to their first Weekend Open Day for 2019. Visit the Mary MacKillop Museum, the Chapel where Mary prayed, as well as the Gift Shop and refreshments area for morning or afternoon tea. A Mary MacKillop walking tour will take place at 11am. Everyone welcome. Entry is free.
RISE: LET THERE BE LIGHT
Saturday 23 March, 10am–10pm - Penola Catholic College, 29 Gibson Street, Broadmeadows
AOY is the major sponsor and coordinator of a collection of youth groups, schools and communities around Melbourne that are hosting a one-day event for young people aged from Year 9 to 25 years to discover and deepen in Christ and to celebrate their faith. Rise 2019 will have a festival-like atmosphere and will include opportunities for young people to experience the arts, live music, prayer, social time and workshops based on a variety of topics. Registrations: https://risemelbourne.com/
	PROJECT COMPASSION

                               2nd Sunday of Lent
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Tati lives in the remote forest of Indonesia with her husband and children. Earning an income working in a local rubber plantation, her Dayak culture has relied on the rainforest for generations. However, due to land clearing, many indigenous people are losing their land and livelihoods. Through eco-tourism training supported by Caritas Australia, Tati can now afford to send her children to school. With new hope and commitment Tati aspires to a future free from poverty for her family.
Please donate to Project Compassion 2019 and help lift communities in Indonesia out of poverty, and give them hope to protect our common home.

Lives change when we all give 100%.



CLOSE AND CONCRETE: POPE FRANCIS EVANGELISING IN A WORLD OF FLUX
Thursday 21 March, 5–6.30pm   The Oratory, Newman College, 887 Swanston Street, Parkville

A Helder Camara Lecture hosted by Dr Austen Ivereigh (noted UK Catholic writer and biographer of Pope Francis) with a response by Cardinal Oscar Rodriguez SDB of Honduras, Coordinator of Pope Francis’ C9 group for the Reform of the Church.  Enquiries: Br Mark O’Connor at mark.oconnor@marists.org.au 
POPE FRANCIS’ PRAYER INTENTION FOR MARCH: 
PRAY FOR PERSECUTED CHRISTIANS
“It might be hard for us to believe, but there are more martyrs today than in the first centuries. They are persecuted because they speak the truth and proclaim Jesus Christ to this society. This happens particularly where religious freedom is not yet guaranteed.
However, it also happens in countries where, in theory and on paper, they protect freedom and human rights. Let us pray that Christian communities, especially those who are persecuted, feel that they are close to Christ and have their rights respected.

FROM THE POPE’S TWITTER
· I ask everyone to remember in prayer both myself and my collaborators in the Roman Curia, who this evening will be beginning the week of Spiritual Exercises.
· Women make the world beautiful, they protect it and keep it alive. They bring the grace of renewal, the embrace of inclusion, and the courage to give of oneself.
