As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land
FIRST READING  Jeremiah      31:31-34
The days are coming when I will make a new covenant with Israel and I will forgive their iniquity.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	Create a clean heart in me, O God.

	Crea in me, o Dio, un cuore puro.                                                                                                                


	
	


SECOND READING    Hebrews     5:7-9
He learnt to obey and became for all the source of eternal salvation.
.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!
If you serve me, follow me, says the Lord; 

and where I am, my servant will also be.
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! 

	Lode e onore a te, Signore Gesu’! 

Se uno mi vuole servire, mi segua, dice il Signore, e dove sono io, la’ sara’ anche il mio servitore. 
Lode e onore a te, Signore Gesu’!
  


GOSPEL  John  12:20-30
If a grain of wheat falls on the ground and dies, it yields a rich harvest.  
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$377.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$170.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$175.00
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS
LECTORS - THIS WEEK   17/03/2024
SPECIAL MINISTERS


5.30pm (SAT) – E Krygger
N Ziino & E Saliba
9.00am (SUN) – T Forte & G Calvi
D Biasibetti, R Pino & P Leggiero
10.30am (SUN) – N Sua
B Clark-Loh & V De Leo
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  24/03/2024
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
5.30pm- N Ziino 

E Krygger & M Mizzi
9.00am- C Agostinelli & F Multari
A Sonza, L Calafiore & N Mercuri
10.30am- H Joy Lopez
T Nguyen & M Mizzi 
YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               RECENTLY DECEASED   
Antonio ANASTASIO, Archbishop Frank CARROLL, Grace MUSCAT, Giuseppe BONADDIO,
ANNIVERSARIES & SPECIAL MEMORIES  
Sr Estelita MANABO, Carmena ZAMMIT, Vincenzo D’ANIELLO, Giuseppe FAZZARI,
Dora MAZZARELLA, Pina MARIANI, Vincenzo, Domenica, Rocco & Famiglia LIUZZI, 

Leonardo, Cenza, Maria, Alfonso, Mario & Famiglia AVAGLIANO, 

Francesco, Isabella, Carmela, Antonietta, Rocchina & Famiglia LIUZZI, Stefano D’AGOSTINO,

Carolina CARDAMONE, Angelina & Angelo GENTILE, Vincenza CALCAGNO

The Parish of St Joseph the Worker, North Reservoir and the Diocese of Melbourne are committed to the care, wellbeing and protection of children, young people and vulnerable people in our community.

ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________

                                                     79 Wilson Boulevard, North Reservoir 3073

                                            Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832   
Email: reservoirnorth@cam.org.au
                                                      www.stjosephtheworker.org.au


                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
     SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest             WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:

                                                                               Mb: 0431 643 674
      Sat  5.30pm - English
                 Mrs Maria Barnes – School Principal
 
      Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
                     Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
            Tue. 10.00am Italian
      Sun. 10.30am – English
             
           Wed. 9.10am - English
 
        
            Thur. 9.10am - English
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       Maltese Mass  
  
           Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

       1st Saturday of the Month 5.30pm

  Sat. 8.30am-English

       Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
       Reconciliation:  
       Marriages – by Appointment                                                                                   (Individual  Confessions)                                              


                                                                                            Sat. 5.00pm  or by Appointment   
 5th  Sunday of Lent    Year  B                                                                   17    March,   2024                                                                                                                           
	Learning to be one with jesus
How do we speak of God’s commitment to us in Jesus Christ? 
In today’s first reading Jeremiah speaks to the Jewish people who, when the Babylonians besieged Jerusalem (597BC), had lost everything they held dear: land, temple, king. Amidst their desolation Jeremiah offers his people hope: a new covenant, a new intimacy between God and his people, a new relationship with God, this one written in their very hearts, ‘deep within their being.’ Their past transformed by God’s forgiveness, God will now be known by the least, as well as the greatest, with no one excluded.  In the second reading, the letter to the Hebrews speaks of God being with Jesus in his death, in order that Jesus might be with us. Whatever happens, Jesus doesn’t give up on us. He doesn’t avoid death but rather, in dying, opens himself to the One who hears his prayer and has the power to save him ‘out of death.’ In following him we gradually begin to realise that now nothing can separate us from the love of God. This is the new covenant written in our own hearts, our very selves. 

This God is revealed in the gospel when Jesus asks not to be saved from his forthcoming death, because ‘it was for this very reason that I have come to this hour.’ It poses the question of who might we give our lives for? Who do we live for? Our children, our families perhaps, anyone else? 

We struggle with the thought of losing our lives because we fear it will mean losing everything. Jesus’ image of the grain of wheat speaks to our fears and teaches ss that, if we learn to let go, if we give fully of ourselves, we will yield ‘a rich harvest’. In doing so, the glory of God will be revealed. This is to be the pattern of our lives.  It’s not always easy, as Jesus suggests, and as we’ll hear in next week’s Passion. It’s what the lay missionary Jean Donovan came to understand when she was urged to leave the violence of El Salvador in 1980. She refused to leave the children, ‘the poor, bruised victims of this insanity.’ She didn’t do ‘the reasonable thing.’ Consequently, she and three missionary sisters (Maura Clarke, Ita Ford and Dorothy Kazel) were murdered by government soldiers. They died because they shared their lives with the children and their families.   As we follow Jesus ever more closely, we begin to face our fears, their hold on us loosening so we might live in a bigger world, a bigger story, to which we’re all invited to be part. This is what we’re doing in the Mass: learning to be at one with Jesus, ‘offering our lives with him for the world’s sake.’ Offer our own lives? If we’re for real, in doing so we enter ever more deeply into relationship with God, a relationship written in our own hearts, our very selves, forever.                                                                                      Damian Coleridge                                                                                                                                      


	PROJECT COMPASSION

FIFTH  SUNDAY OF LENT CARITAS AUSTRALIA

[image: image2.png]


The work of Caritas Australia is only possible with generous supporters and the dedication, passion and tenacity of our local partners who implement the programs. They are the heroes on the ground working tirelessly behind-the-scenes every day to create a better future for their communities. Please donate to Project Compassion. Together, we can help vulnerable communities face their challenges today and build a better tomorrow, for all future generations. You can donate through Project Compassion donation boxes and envelopes available from your parish, by visiting caritas.org.au/project-compassion or by calling 1800 024 413.



YEAR OF PRAYER – BREASTPLATE OF SAINT PATRICK - (PART OF IT)
The following prayer is taken from St. Patrick’s Prayer which is called Breastplate of Saint Patrick. In this YEAR OF PRAYER may this prayer bring us closer to Jesus Christ our Hope. 
‘I bind this day to me for ever, By power of faith, Christ's Incarnation; 

His death on the cross for my salvation and His resurrection from the dead:

Christ be with me, Christ within me, Christ behind me, Christ before me, Christ beside me, Christ to win me, Christ to comfort and restore me, Christ beneath me, Christ above me, Christ in quiet, Christ in danger, Christ in hearts of all that love me, Christ in words of friend and stranger. Praise to the Lord of my salvation. Salvation is of Christ the Lord. Amen.’
2024 PATRICK ORATION
On the occasion of St Patrick’s Feast, the patron saint of the Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne, Most Reverend Peter A Comensoli, our Archbishop of Melbourne, will deliver the fifth annual Patrick Oration which is a reflection given by our Archbishop to deepen our faith in Jesus the Way, the Truth and the Life. This will be broadcast on TV or online on Monday 18th March 2024 7.30pm – 8.30pm. On TV via C31 (digital channel 44) For online: search the Archdiocesan YouTube Channel (www.youtube.com/archmelb)

DAY PRAYERS FROM 2024 LENT PRAYER CALENDAR ( MARCH 9 - 16) 
Saturday March  16:    
Pray for Respect          

Sunday March  17:    
Pray for Guidance
Monday March 18:       
Pray for Surrender       

Tuesday March 19:    
Pray for Joy
Wednesday March 20: 
Pray for Discernment   
Thursday March 21:  
Pray for Obedience
Friday March 22:         
Pray for Trust                

Saturday March 23:  
Pray for Reverence      

SISTER ESTELITA MANABO RIP ONE YEAR ANNIVERSARY
In our prayers this weekend we remember with gratitude Sister Estelita Manabo on her first anniversary of death. Sister Estelita died on 16th March 2023. Our St Joseph the Worker Parish remains grateful to Sister Estelita for her good work and ministry as our Pastoral Associate for ten years (2011-2020). Her kindness and enthusiasm in her ministry, is remembered with great appreciation. Thank you, Sister Estelita, Enjoy Resting Forever in God’s Love and Peace.

VIA CRUCIS – STATIONS OF THE CROSS PRAYERS
Every Friday during Lent  there will be Stations of the Cross Prayers, (English and Italian) after the 9.10am morning mass.
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CUPPA
There will be a Cuppa in the Narthex after the 10.30am Mass this weekend..  All Welcome!

	Holy Week and Easter Time Table 2024
WEDNESDAY  20th MARCH 2024:
10.30am Chrism Mass (Mass of the Holy Oils) at St. Patrick’s Cathedral, celebrated by Archbishop Peter Comensoli and priests of Melbourne. Everyone is welcome to attend.
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SUNDAY 24TH   MARCH 2024: PALM SUNDAY  

Blessing of Palms or other branches during each Mass of that Weekend.  Please bring Your Own Palms or Olive branches or another kind of branch.

WEDNESDAY 27TH  MARCH 2024 :
7.00pm Communal Celebration of Reconciliation.

 THURSDAY 28TH MARCH 2024: HOLY THURSDAY
7.00pm  Mass of the Lord’s Supper.

FRIDAY  29TH  MARCH 2024: GOOD FRIDAY 
3.00pm Good Friday Ceremonies: Celebration of the Lord’s Passion

7.00pm Via Crucis (Stations of the Cross) in Italian and English.
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SATURDAY 30TH  MARCH 2024: HOLY SATURDAY
7.30pm Easter Vigil Celebration of Mass

SUNDAY  31ST  MARCH 2024: EASTER SUNDAY
9.00am Mass in Italian, 10.30am Mass in English 

INDIVIDUAL CONFESSIONS (CONFESSIONI INDIVIDUALI)
Tuesday   26th March 2024: 9.30am, Wednesday 27th March 2024: 9.30am, 

Thursday 28th March 2024: 6.30pm, Friday 29th March 2024: 2.30pm, Saturday  30th March 2024: 7.00pm



BAPTISM

Congratulations to John Farrugia child of  Emmanuel & Jessica,  who will be baptised this weekend.  We welcome John into our parish community and assure the family of our prayerful best wishes on this happy occasion.
FEASTS
Monday 18 March St Patrick of Ireland, bishop
Tuesday 19 March St Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary

HAND SANITISING FOR SAFETY PRACTICES
As in many other places for people to sanitise their hands, please know that “Hand Sanitiser Bottles”   a re available in the Church, at the entrance and side doors and at the seats on the way to receiving communion. When you go to receive communion, please sanitise your hands and receive communion Only on the Hand. Please feel free, if you wish to wear a mask. THANKS.
MASS ON C31 (d.44)
For those unable to attend church due to illness or other reasons there is an opportunity to follow the 11.00am Sunday Mass from St. Patrick’s Cathedral, Melbourne, which is broadcast live on the TV station C31 Melbourne, which is channel 44 on digital TV.
