
 As we come and worship, we remember the wurundjeri people, the original custodians of this land

FIRST READING    Jeremiah 31:31-34
The days are coming when I will make a new covenant with Israel and I will forgive their iniquity.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM               SALMO RESPONSORIALE
	Create a clean heart in me, O God.

	Crea in me, o Dio, un cuore puro.



SECOND READING     Hebrews 5:7-9
He learnt to obey and became for all the source of eternal salvation.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
CANTO AL VANGELO
	Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ!
If you serve me, follow me, says the Lord;
And where I am, my servant will also be.

Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! 

	Lode e onore a te, Signore Gesu’!
Se uno mi vuol servire, mi segua, dice il Signore, e dove sono io, la’ sara’ anche il mio servitore.  
Lode e onore a te, Signore Gesu’!


GOSPEL John 12:20-30
If a grain of wheat falls on the ground and dies, it yields a rich harvest.
THANKS TO THOSE WHO GAVE LAST WEEK
1st Collection 
- Thanksgiving Offering…………………………..$800.00
                            - Loose Money…………………………………….$284.00
2nd Collection
- Presbytery………………………………………..$268.00
PLEASE NOTE THAT THOSE WHO ARE ROSTERED ON TO READ OR GIVE COMMUNION AT MASS ARE KINDLY ASKED, IF POSSIBLE, TO ARRIVE 10 MINUTES BEFORE MASS STARTS

LECTORS - THIS WEEK   22/03/2015
SPECIAL MINISTERS

6.00pm (SAT) –  B Nadenbousch & N Ziino
E Saliba & J Pullicino
9.00am (SUN) – 
 T Forte & R DiGuglielmo
R Pino, S Lobartol & R DeZan
10.30am (SUN) – E Thompson & L Conte 
S Dakin, J Frangiosa & L De Marco
LECTORS – NEXT WEEK  29/03/2015
SPECIAL MINISTERS 
6.00pm (SAT)  E Krygger & G Canavan
S Dakin & M Mizzi
9.00am (SUN) –  S LoBartolo & A DiRico 
L Cavedon, T Mirigliano & P Sparano
10.30am (SUN) – N Sua & D Comi           
J Iaria, S Miano & A Filippone
MONEY COUNTERS       23 /03/2015           E Claridge, F Carabott & G Canavan
                                               30/03/2015           S Dakin, D Herbert & C McMahon
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       YOUR PRAYERS ARE REQUESTED FOR THE FOLLOWING 
RECENTLY DECEASED   
Malcolm FRASER, Anthony APAP
ANNIVERSARIES   
Domenico MOSCATIELLO, Antonietta & Martino MAISANO, Ercole DIRICO, 
Lorenzo GIARDINO, Pasquale BONACCI, Orsola & Carmela CIMINO, 
Maria-Teresa & Annita PANE, Michelina LA ROSA, Salvatore MONFORTE, 
Gaetano, Concetta & Ignazio ABBATE, Famiglia MONFORTE, Giuseppe FATO, 
Natale & Maria FATO, Saverio & Attilia COLOSIMO, Domenico BRUNI,
Maria PEZZANO, Stella ACQUARO, Giuseppe GALATI, Michele INZITARI, Angelina PANUCCIO

Gianni PAGANO, Nivia LANZA, Matteo DI BENEDETTO, Vincenza SIRAGUSA
ST JOSEPH THE WORKER
_______________________________________NORTH RESERVOIR _________________________________________
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                                 Parish House/Office   Tel: 9460 3013   Fax: 9460 8832    Mb: 0431 643 674 
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                        School Tel:  9469 7800    Fax:  9462 2949 
   SUNDAY MASS TIMES:
            Fr Emmanuel Bonello–Parish Priest
  WEEKDAY MASS TIMES:
    Sat  6.00pm - English
            Sr Estelita Manabo-Pastoral Associate
  Mon.  9.10am Comm. Service 
    Sun. 9.00am  - Italian
             Mr Peter Chowne -School Principal
  Tue. 10.00am Italian
    Sun. 10.30am – English
              Mrs Liz Pistoni – Parish Secretary
  Wed. 9.10am - English

        
  Thur. 9.10am - English
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    Maltese Mass  
  
  Fri. 9.10am - English
   
   Sat. 8.30am - English

    1st Saturday of the Month 6.00pm
  Sat. 8.30am - English
  Sat. 8.30am-English

    Baptisms – Sunday 12.00pm 
  Reconciliation: Sat. 10.30am
    Marriages - By Appointment
                                                                                                                      
   5th   Sunday of Lent, Year B                                                                     22  March 2015                                                            
	Dying for our faith 
If you thought the days of Christians being martyred for their faith were long past, you would be wrong.  It is deeply disturbing to hear today of so many people being killed by fundamentalists for their religious beliefs.

Not only Christians but other religious minorities are being targeted.  Even many Muslims in Iraq and Syria who refuse to join extremist sects like the Islamic State are being killed.  The vast majority of Muslims are appalled at such violence against innocent people.

Christians have always revered those who died as martyrs, but undoubtedly God honours peope of all faiths who die in good conscience, as innocent victims of religious persecutors.

Until the siege at the Sydney Café’ in December, Australia had not suffered from such religious fanaticism, but it was a real issue for the early Christians for whom John was writing in today’s gospel.  They were alarmed that the imperial powers of the day were imprisoning and killing Christians, and feared the choice of remaining Christian or being put to death.

The apostle John sets the stage carefully, with Jesus addressing the Greeks, i.e. those seeking God in the wider Roman world.  Jesus explains how he himself will die on the cross, surrendering his life into the arms of his Father, who will receive him into eternal life, glorifying Jesus.

As a follower of Jesus in these circumstances, Christians had a difficult choice to make if they faced persecution.  John has Jesus encouraging his followers that by accepting death they will gain a far richer life, like the grain of wheat being transformed into an abundant harvest; by surrendering our life in this world, we will enjoy eternal life.

John is not naïve in thinking that Christians find such decisions easy.  He has Jesus saying even his ‘soul is troubled’ at his approaching death.  Yet Jesus embraces his mission, and the voice from heaven confirms that this is God’s secret plan for the resurrection of Jesus to welcome all of us into his kingdom.

Not many of us in Australia are likely to be killed for our faith.  But we all will experience pain and suffering at times.  It is then comforting to see how Christ too suffered dark times, and entered extraordinarily into human suffering for our sake.  It highlights God’s eternal bond of solidarity with all who suffer.

What helps make sense of it all is this conviction that, despite everything, we live in this firm hope that our very selves will be transformed by Jesus’ resurrection and swept up in God’s love.  This hope empowers our faith and action to transform this world for peace and justice.



	PROJECT COMPASSION  -  HARVESTING FOOD FOR LIFE
That with God at the centre-point of our lives, we will see more clearly 

and become effective servants of those in need.
In a remote Andean village, Caritas Huacho is helping famers like Cristian to grow

and harvest a wide variety of high-value, sustainable fruit crops, which will provide a secure income and a wide variety of food for life.

Cristian is a 33 year-old farmer who lives in a remote Andean village in Peru.  The community live a traditional life, and without irrigation, farmers have always relied on the rains to water crops.
“when there were no rains we suffered a lot, because sometimes the fields would not produce,”  says Cristian.

In 2012, Cristian and 14 other young farmers in his community participated in the Rural Development Program run by Caritas Australia’s local partner, Caritas Huacho.  The program offers materials, capital and training that supports farmers in rural areas to establish sustainable farms that will produce reliable, profitable and long-term crops.

The program helped the young men secure land to farm, and provided them with seedlings and agricultural training so that they could grow and harvest sustainable, high-value orchard crops, including peaches, custard apples and avocados.  They also received the materials training they needed to build an irrigation system to water their fields.

The farmers have helped one another to learn and achieve, and are now beginning to reap the rewards of their hard work – a healthy, nutritious new range of fruits in their diets and s steadily increasing income for all their families.

“The fact that I and the other partners can grow and develop together makes me proud,” says Cristian.  “We are less worried now, because we are focussed on development, and with that in mid we are improving ourselves, with the help of Caritas, on the best way to produce.”
Please donate to Project Compassion 2015 and help farmers in Peru grow and harvest sustainable crops, providing their families with food for life.
Project Compassion Boxes available in church Narthex and near side door.



STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Every Friday evening during Lent at 7.00pm in the Church, both in English and Italian.

MAINTENANCE MEETING

The Maintenance Committee Meeting will be held on Tuesday 24 March at 8.00pm in the Parish Meeting Room.

MEMORIAL MASSES
Sunday 22 March 7.00pm – Gianni Pagano (1 yr)
Monday 23 March 7.30pm – Nivia Lanza (1 yr)

Tuesday 24 March 7.30pm – Matteo Di Benedetto (1yr)

Wednesday 25 March 7.30pm – Vincenza Siragusa (1yr)
PALM SUNDAY

Parishioners who can assist in bringing palms please bring them to the Church by 10.00am on Saturday morning 28 March.  Thank you.

FEAST
Wednesday 25 March – Annunciation of the Lord
	Holy Week and Easter Time Table 2015
 
SUNDAY 29TH MARCH  PALM SUNDAY: 
Blessing of Palms or other branches during each Mass of that Weekend. 

TUESDAY 31ST MARCH: 
11.00am Chrism Mass (Mass of the Holy Oils) at St. Patrick’s Cathedral, celebrated by the Archbishop and the priests of Melbourne. Everyone is welcome to attend.

7.30pm Communal Celebration of Reconciliation.
THURSDAY 2ND APRIL: HOLY THURSDAY: 
8.00pm. Mass of the Lord’s Supper followed by the transfer of the Blessed Sacrament to the altar of reposition which will be set up in the chapel.

FRIDAY 3RD APRIL: GOOD FRIDAY
3.00pm Good Friday Ceremonies: Celebration of the Lord’s Passion

7.00pm Via Crucis (Station of the Cross) in Italian

SATURDAY 4TH APRIL: HOLY SATURDAY: 
7.30pm Easter Vigil Celebration of Mass

SUNDAY 5TH APRIL: EASTER SUNDAY
9.00am Mass in Italian, 10.30am Mass in English.
MONDAY 6TH APRIL: EASTER MONDAY (PUBLIC HOLIDAY)
There will not be any communion service celebrated. The Church will remain closed. 

INDIVIDUAL CONFESSIONS (CONFESSIONI INDIVIDUALI)
Tuesday 
31st March: 9.30am

Wednesday
1st April: 10.00am

Thursday 
2nd April: 10.00am & 7.30pm
Friday                   3rd April: 10.00am & 2..00pm

Saturday               4th April:  10.00am & 7.00pm


DESPERATELY SEEKING TO RENT A HOUSE
A Family is desperately seeking to rent a house. Anyone that can help or might have a house available for lease please make contact on the Telephone: 9462 0221 or Mobile: 0469 029 863. 

DIVINE MERCY MESSAGES  -  THURSDAY 26 MARCH, 7.30PM

St Augustine’s Parish, 631 Bourke St, Melbourne.  Ian Gaudry from the Combined Societies of Mary, will cover the background and content of the Divine Mercy messages as revealed by Christ to St Faustina Kowalski during the 1930s. Ian will also show how the Divine Mercy prayers can be readily incorporated into your daily routine. This is a one-time event so don’t miss out!  Contact: Paul Donohue on 9429 1081
